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[1765-09-05 Boston Newsletter; this is a broadside, printed both sides:] 
[Front:] 

Supplement to the BOSTON News-Letter 
THURSDAY, September 5. 1765. 

 
The following is from one of the 
Monday’s Papers. 

 BOSTON, September 2. 
ABOUT Twilight last Monday, a small 
Bonfire appeared to be kindled in 
King-Street, and surrounded only by a 
few Boys and Children; but one of the 
Fire-Wards perceiving it to rise to a 
dangerous Height, interposed and 
used his Endeavours to extinguish or 
at least to diminish it; in which 
salutary attempt, after several 
Whispers from a Person unkown, 
warning him of danger, he received a 
Blow, and such Tokens of Insult and 
Outrage, as obliged him to desist and 
take his Departure. 
 [torn] after this, Day-light being 
scarce in, the Fire gradually decaying, 
a peculiar Hoop and Whistle was 
observed to be sounded from various 
Quarters, which instantaneously drew 
together a great Number of disguised 
Ruffians, (for this Appelation we hope 
not improperly applied,) armed with 
Clubs, Staves, &c.   No sooner were 
they assembled, than Attack was 
made on the Dwelling-House of 
William Story, Esq: opposite the North 
side of Court House; the lower Part of 
which, being his Office as Deputy-
Register of the Court of Vice-
Admiralty, was in a few Minutes laid 
open:  The public Files and Records of 
that Court, Mr. Story’s private Papers, 
Books of Account &c. exposed to 
Ravage and Destruction, and 
improved as Fuel to revive the expiring 
Flames:   Little more than half an 
Hour sufficed them here, for it seems 
much greater Exploits, were reserved 
for the Heroism of the Night. 
 Boisterous and intrepid, from 
this first Object of their Rage, they 

rushed onward, encreasing still in 
Number and Fury, to the new and 
elegantly finished Building of 
Benjamin Hallowell, jun. Esq; where 
after tearing down the Fences, 
breaking the Windows, &c. they at 
length entered the House, and in 
themost savage and destructive 
manner broke and abused his 
Furniture, Chairs, Tables, Desk, 
Grasies, China, and in short every 
Thing they could lay their Hands on; 
at the same Time purloining his 
Money, and dispersing his private 
Books and Papers, until by the Effect 
of Wine and the [torn] of his [torn], 
they [?]ipened in Ebriety and 
Madness, and became fit for the next, 
more desolating and barbarous 
Operation. 
 Towards ten o’Clock they were 
traced by the Noise and Tumult of a 
numerous and contused Rabble to the 
Mansion House of His Honor the 
Lieut. Gov.   This seemed to be 
reserved for the utmost Violence of 
their diabolical Phrenzy; for 
immediately on the Word given, that 
large and stately Edifice became a 
Prey to the Iron Hand of Outrage and 
Robbery; a few Hours and the House 
was a mere Skeleton, and deprived of 
Furniture, even Wainscot and 
Partition, broke, hacked and mangled: 
and the whole by Break of Day, at 
once a sad Spectacle of Indignation 
and Wonder! 
 In this violent and 
extraordinary Desolation, besides the 
House and it’s Furniture of very 
considerable Value, his Honor and his 
Family sustained, the loss of between 
eight and nine Hundred Pounds 
Sterling in Cash, all his Plate, Wearing 
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Apparell, a valuable and costly 
Library, a great Number of private as 
well as curious and scarce Papers and 
Manuscripts, and besides these, large 
Files and Records, occasionally in his 
Honor’s Possession, relating to the 
Claims and Title of this Province; all 
dispersed, stolen, and defaced, so that 
the Damage in it’s Consequences may 
be steemed publickly as well as 
privately, Injurious. 
 “To bear one’s own Misfortune 
with Firmness and to feel for others,” 
(the Words on the Occasion of an 
honorable and worthy Gentleman, 
who has lately taken his Residence 
among us) is the Part of true 
Philosophy; who then can blush, or be 
ashamed of Sympathy with those who 
have so severely felt the Resentment of 
a misguided and merciless Rabble. 
 The Sufferings of the other 
Gentlemen, tho’ truly grievous, seems 
to be absorbed in the greater 
Misfortune of his Honor and his 
Family, their loss being computed at 
near twenty five Hundred Pounds 
Sterling exclusive of the Building. 
 The Peace and good Order of 
the Town has been ever since 
preserbed by a Military Watch, which 
we hope in Time will have a Tendency 
to allay the present strange and 
tumultuous Spirit; tho’ we would not 
be understood, not to distinguish this, 
from the truly noble Opposition to the 
imposition of internal Taxes, without 
the intervention of the respective 
Legislatures of the Colonies, or an 
equal Representation, which seems to 
be not only of this Province, but the 
united Voice of the whole British 
Continent. 
 The morning after the late 
Tumult and Devastation, being the 
Time for opening the Superiour Court 
of Judicature, Court of Assize, &c.   
His Honor the Chief Justice was 
obliged to attend, notwithstanding his 
great Distress, there not being a 

Quorum of the Court without him.   
His Brethren of the Bench, and the 
Gentlemen of the Bar habited in their 
respective Robes, and he in his only 
Suit!  A Scene truly affecting to every 
humane and feeling Breast. 
 Several Persons were taken up 
and commited to the Goal in the 
Town, last Week, on a violent 
Suspicion of their being concerned in 
the Riot of the 26th Instant. 

------------- 
 Since our last we have 
received a Number of Accounts that 
in the neighbouring Colonies they 
have gone great Lengths in their 
Resentment to the Stamp-Officers, 
some of them we here insert. 

NORWICH, August 22. 
 The noble patriotic fire which 
has lighted up in one place and 
another, and of late shone so 
conspicuous at Boston, blazed here 
with all the vehemence and splendor 
of a comet, guided by the dictates of 
prudence  and decorum.   ‘Twas last 
night our reputable STAMP-MASTER, 
in effigy, made his public appearance 
in this town, clad in a suit of white, 
trim’d with black, the gift of his native 
country, both as an emblem of his 
purity and innocence, and his sorrow 
and tender concern for this unhappy 
people:  On his right hand stood the 
restless father of mischief with the 
stamp act in his hand, giving 
credentials to his all attentive pupil; 
the malignity of his heart was lifely 
protray’d by the expective cardinal 
knave at cards on his breast, 
accompanied with a cautious 
memento to all placemen, that 
 “When vice prevails and 
impious  

men bear sway, 
“The past of honour is a private  
 station” 

Their appearance was becoming, and 
procession glorious, attended by such 
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invectives, huzza’s and disdainful 
music as are the pure emanations of 
injured freedom: after passing thro’ 
town, our hero with his companion 
was conducted “in all the Majesty of 
Greece” to the height of a lofty hill, 
perhaps the highest summit he will 
e’er ascend; and there in 
complaisance to his fellow, committed 
to the flames; and a few loyal and very 
constitutional healths crown’d the 
night. 

NEW-LONDON  August 23. 
 We hear that a gentleman in 
one of the southern provinces being 
advised that his son, then in London, 
was appointed a STAMP OFFICER, for 
said province, immediately wrote him, 
that if he thought proper to accept 
that most detestable Office, he would 
not expect any thing from him, and 
that he might never see his face more. 

Newport, August 26. 

 We hear from New-London that 
about 4 o’Clock last Thursday 
Afternoon, was exhibited, in the most 
public Part of the Town, the Effigies of 
a Distributor of Stamps, with a Boot 
on one of the Shoulders, and the Devil 
represented as looking out of the 
same.   They were suspended in the 
Air, on a Gibbet, between 20 and 30 
Feet from the Ground; and after being 
exposed about an Hour, were taken 
down, and carried through the Town, 
attended by the principal Part of the 
Inhabitants.   The Cannon of the Fort 
were repeatedly discharged during the 
Time of Exhibition.   Between Ten and 
Eleven the Effigies were consumed 
amidst the Acclamations of the People    
‘Tis said the most perfect Decorum 
was observed in all their Behaviour; 
and no Person suffered the least 
Injury.

[Over page:] 
From several Letters wrote at Newport, 
Rhode Island, and from the Newport 
Mercury of Monday last, we have 
collected the following Particulars of 
the Populace there:  

Newport, September 2. 
 The latter End of the Week 
before last, the Effigies of three 
Gentlemen were prepared, in order for 
an Exhibition, on the Tuesday 
following, the Day for the Choice of 
Deputies to represent the Town in the 
General Assembly; one of the Effigies 
represtned the Distributor of the 
Stamps; the other two those who were 
suspected of countenancing the Stamp 
Act.  On Monday one of the Gentlemen 
published the following Advertisement 
in the Mercury; by many thought to be 
very imprudent Action at that 
Juncture, viz 
 The Author of the Halifax Letter 
gives out to the Public, That he is a 
Native of the Colonies, and has a Heart 
as warmly attached to their true 

Interest as any man whatever: That the 
Sentiments he has adopted, in Print, 
have since appeared to be the 
Judgment of the Parliament of Great 
Britain; and the Opinion of Nine-Tenths 
of the British Nation; and he has 
published them with that Freedom, 
which is the Privilege, and ought to be 
the Boast of every Englishman.   He 
therefore cannot repress his 
Astonishment at the mistaken Notions 
of those, who under a Pretence of 
serving the Cause of Liberty, would 
take away the Right of private 
Judgment, and stop the Avenues to 
Truth, by instigating the Populace, and 
endeavouring to point their Fury against 
the Person and Interest of a Man, 
meerly because he happens to differ in 
Opinion from his countrymen:   And in 
that Instance, only exercises the same 
Privilege which they claim and enjoy. 
 The Writer does not retract any 
Position contained in the Halifax Letter; 
and therefore does not meanly solicit 
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any Favour or Exemption from the 
Abuse intended him, because of his 
Person and Interest become the Objects 
of popular Revenge for these 
Sentiments, he thinks he shall never 
lament the Cause, whatever may be the 
Consequences. 
 On Tuesday Morning the 27th, 
between 5 and 6 o’Clock a Mob 
assembled, erected a Gallows near the 
Town House and dispers’d, and about 
10 o’Clock reassembled, when the 
Effigies were carted up Thames Street, 
and then up King-street to the said 
Gallows where they were hung by the 
Neck, suspended near 15 Feet in the 
Air, and about 5 o’Clock in the 
Afternoon they made a Fire under the 
Gallows which consumed the Effigies 
and Gallows to Ashes.   After the 
Effigies were burnt the Mob dispers’d, 
and no Violence was offered to the 
Persons or Property of any Man. 
 On the Effigies were the 
following Lables. 
 On the Stampman, an S painted 
on his Forehead, and Stampman in 
Capitals on his Breast. 
 At his left Hand, M—t-n H-w—d, 
with an S on his Forehead, and on his 
Breast, That fawning, insidious, 
infamous Parricide, Martinus Scriblerus.   
His Neck, with that of his Accomplice, 
connected with a Rope, to which was 
appended a Paper with this 
Inscription, We have an hereditary, 
indefeasible Right to an Halter; - - - 
besides, we encouraged the Growth of 
Hemp you know.   In his Right Hand he 
held his Halifax Letter, and on his 
Right Arm inscribed, The only filial 
Pen.   From his Mouth issued this 
Label, directed towards his Left Arm, 
What avails my boasted independence 
– Posterity will curse my Memory.  And 
on his Left Arm this Sentence, Curs’d 
Ambition, accursed Clan, ye have 
ruined me. 
 On the Right Hand of the 
Stampman hung, with the Letter S 

painted on his Forehead, Dr. Murphy, 
and on his Breast, That formule, 
miscreated, learing Jacobite, Dr. 
Murphy.  Out of his mouth issued this 
label, We cannot complain Martinus, we 
deserve this, and more.   In his Right 
Hand he held a Letter, directed, To that 
Mawgawgeene of Knowledge, Dr. ---- 
Murphy, Newport, Rhode Island.   And 
on his Right Arm, If I had received this 
Letter from the Earl of ------- but a Week 
sooner.  And on his Left arm, It is too 
late now, Martinus, to tack about, we 
are all aground. 
 On one of the Posts out of 
Reach, Whoever attempts, in any Way 
whatsoever, to render ineffectual this 
Mark of public Contempt, will be deem’d 
an Enemy to Liberty, and incur the 
Resentment of the Town. 
 The same Day, at a Meeting of 
the Inhabitants of the Town, Metcalfe 
Bowler, Esq; Esq; Mr. John G. Wanton, 
George Hazard, Esq; Mr. Benjamin 
Green, Capt. Samuel Carr, and Capt. 
William Read, were chosen Deputies of 
the Town, to represent them in the 
General Assembly to be held in 
October next.   The Town also chose a 
Committee to prepare Instructions for 
their Deputies relative to the Stamp 
Act. 
 Early on Wednesday Evening, as 
four Gentlemen, among whom was 
Martin Howard, jun Esq; were waling 
down Queen-Street, a Person, in 
consequence of a private Pique, 
assaulted one of them, the Collector of 
his Majesty’s Customs for that Port, 
the Collector soon disengaged himself, 
and retreated.   The other Gentlemen 
manifested some Resentment in his 
Behalf; but the Return they met with, 
induced them to withdraw, and go 
towards Mr. Howard’s House – An 
account of this Affair immediately 
spread among the People, a Mob 
collected, and marched directly to Mr. 
Howard’s; and not finding the 
Gentlemen there, they shattered some 
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of the Windows, and went off.  But not 
satisfied with the Mischief they had 
done, they soon returned to the Charge 
with redoubled Fury, broke the 
Windows and Doors all to pieces, 
damaged the Partitions on the House, 
and ruined such Furniture as was left 
in it, the best part being happily 
removed out between the ‘attacks.  
This being done, the Mob drew off, and 
proceeded to the hired House that 
Doctor Moffat lived in, where they 
committed Outrages equally terrible, in 
tearing the House to pieces, and 
demolishing the Furniture.  The 
Cellars of both Houses were ravaged, 
and he Provisions, Wines, &c. 
destroyed and lost – From the Doctor’s 
they went in quest of the Gentleman 
first aimed at, who had luckily, by that 
Time, got on board the Cygnet Man of 
War, which lat at the back of the Fort.  
After this the surrounded the House of 
the Stamp-Master; but upon promises 
of his resigning that Office, they offered 
no Violence to his Habitation.  It was 
eleven o’clock when they were about to 
perform this last act of devastation; 
but desisting from this they contented 
themselves with rendering more 
compleat the Ruin of the two Houses 
before mentioned.   Next Morning the 
Stamp Master’s Resignation being 
publickly read, the People anounced 
their Joy by repeated Huzza’s &c. and 
the Storm ceased.   Things, however, 
did not continue long in this easy 
State; an Irish young Fellow, who had 
been but a few Days in Town, stood 
forth, like Massaniello, openly, 
declared that he was at the Head of the 
Mob the preceding Night, and 
triumphed in the Mischief that was 
done.  Some Gentlemen, to prevent any 
further Evil, thought it best to seize 
immediately upon this Desperadoe, 
and put him on board the Man of War, 
which they accordingly did: But this, 
instead of answering the designed 
Purpose, kindled a new Fire.   The Mob 

began again to collect; and a Number 
of Persons, who it seemed, were so 
irritated at his being carried on board 
the Man of War, that it became 
necessary to bring him on shore again.   
This was done; and upon his 
promising immediately to quit the 
Government, he was released, and the 
Night passed without Tumult.  The 
Morning following, Massaniello 
appeared again in the publick Streets, 
boldly declaring himself to have benn 
the Ring-leader of the Mob, and 
threatning Destruction to the Town, 
more particularly to the Persons and 
Houses of those who seized him the 
preceding Day, unless they made him 
Presents agreeable to his Demands.  
The Attorney-General, who was the 
late Stamp-Master, being met and 
insulted by him, heroically seized upon 
him; and some Gentlemen running to 
his assistance, they carried him off to 
Goal.  This proved effectual; nobody 
appeared to rescue him, not to say a 
Word in his Favour.  He is now under 
Confinement; - the Town is again in 
Peace, and we sincerely wish it may 
continue so. 
 The Ship Friendship, Capt. 
Lindsey, sailed for England Yesterday.   
Dr. Thomas Moffat, and Martin 
Howard, jun. Esq; of this Town, went 
Passengers. 
 The Lot of Land and the late 
Dwelling-House of Mr. Howard is 
advertised for Sale.  His Loss sustained 
is computed to be about 1000£ Sterl. 
 The Town of Little Compton 
have given Instructions to their 
Deputies, but we have not Room to 
insert them.  In general they are like 
those lately given to the members for 
Providence, which have been 
published.
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