




[1778-04 Joanna Stone[20] Poetry; originally filed as Undated Joanna Stone Poetry; was 
re-dated based on research of the events told in the poem; on two “pages” which is 
actually one sheet torn in half horizontally across the middle.   The transcription will 
proceed as if it is one sheet:] 

The 
Cruel murder of a mournful Poem accationed by Sentence of death being 
passed upon William Brooks James Buhannon Ezra Ross and Bethsheba 
Sponer Who were tried and found tuilty of murdering Mr Joshua Spooner of 
Brookfield and Who are all ordered to be executed at Worcester thirsday the 
2d Day of July next Which awful Sight god grant may be a warning to all 
 

                                                 
20  Joanna Stone, b. Southborough, 22 Apr 1747, d/o Rev. Nathan Stone (1708-1781) & Judith (Fox) Stone.   The 
transcriber has no evidence that she ever married. 



You siners all both young and old 
attend to What I Write and say 
to Heart while you have time 
What will be a doleful Sight 
Behold I say a Sinful vew[?] 
Who for their crimes  
Soon going to the gallows tree 
to die before their times 
Who being Wicked over much 
Cant live half their Days 
this the the portion of a such 
as follow sinful ways 
And tho for Wise and holy ends  
their doom may yet suspend 
judgment will most assurdly 
overtake them in the End 
unless they do be times forsak 
all their most Wicked Ways  
And turn to god with all their heart 
and live unto his Priase 
Behold the murderers now in chains 
With sad and heavy Heart 
Approaching soon the place where  

they 
Will have their just Desert 
No hope of favour can they have 
from any humane hand 
the Blood Which they have spilt  

must be 
Purged from off the land 
yet if they in sincerity 
To god do make 
they may find mercy at his hand 
for Jesus Christ his sake 
No human pardon can ge bot 
by intercession made, 
But flea they must unto the [?]it 
and by no man be slayed  
their sad no woful case  
an [worn]fed sight reveals 
to [worn]t from venjenc in his chase 
hath taken by the heel 
we see the fall of those that cast 
their lot in by degrees 
with those that wait the twilight Past 

that so no eye might see 
that murderous action which the  

thought 
by Night would be concealed brought  
by providence way Strangly 
this for to be revealed 
by which we see apparently 
there arre no place sure 
where workers of iniquity 
can hide themselves secure 
there are no men by human sit 
can keep their crimes concealed 
When he that made them think if so 
the same should be revealed  
How odious murder is we see 
how dear for it we pay 
By that sad anguish of those folks 
that are thus soon to die 
we pray that all would Notice too 
of their untimely death 
and make their peace with god betim 
while they have life and Breath 
they that get wealth by Bloody [??]r 
and slight the Righteous Ruby  
Do have them here amidst their Days 
and die at last like fools 
Then takt a caution high and lo 
For warning her eyou have to carry  

on 
From those whose feet are on 
the borders of the grave 
Repent of all your Errors past 
and eye the stroke of Fate 
lest you should come to shame at  

last 
and mourn when tis too late 
And O that all that reads this now 
would warning take by them 
That so they may avoid the snare  
that they were taken in 
Besure young men do you attend  
to what the scripture says 
That he that’s Wicked over much 
shant live out half his days 
and let this warning loud should  
heard by ev’ry one 



o do no more Such wickedness 
as has of late been done 
_______________________________ 

Joanna Stone her 
         Verses 

 [At bottom of page, inverted:] 
Cruel murder; of a mournful Poem[21]. 
occationed by Sentence of Death being passed upon William Brooks James 
Buhannon Ezra Ross 

 

                                                 
21  The Brookfield, Mass., Vital Records give the death of Joshua Spooner, “murdered March 1, 1778 by three 
soldiers of the Revolution, Ross, Brooks and Buchanan, at the instigation of his wife Bathsheba.   They were all 
executed at Worcester July 2, 1778,” which inscription is on Joshua’s gravestone.  The records also show that 
Joshua Spooner and Bathsheba Ruggles, m. int. Dec 1765, and were the parents of several children.   The 
implication of the poem is that the murder was done for financial gain by the wife. 
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