








[1837-02-08 Nathaniel Stone 2; folded multipage letter, return “Provincetown Feby 8”, 
addressed “Nathan Stone Esq., North Dennis, Co. Barns., Mass.”:] 

             Provincetown  8 Feb. 1837 
Dear Brother, 
  Mary has been confined to her room and for the most of the time to her 
bed for 12 weeks with rheumatism.   Not able to turn herself without 
assistance.   When the weather is mild she is some better    as soon as it is 
cold or stormy she is worse.   We are in hopes that she will get better when 
the weather grows warmer.   She has had a most painful tedious and 
discouraging sickness.   Mrs Stone has a hard task, I am unable to lift her.  
It is needless to paint to you our trials. 
  Some time since I publicly mentioned to my people that if they would 
hire a minister or preacher that I would give up the desk.   I thought it best 
to give them an opportunity to build up the Society if they had a desire for 
it.   Rev. Mr Bayles came to Province town preached at Deacon Riders one 
evening and the next in the Meeting house.   Mr Bayles urged them to try to 
raise some money to hire a preacher and told them that they could have 
some assistance from the home Missionary Sopciety that he would write to a 
Mr Tappan to know whether he could come.   Some pretended that they 
wished to build up the Society    Mr. Bayles did not know the people so well 
as I do.   I had my doubts whether they would do much.   They warned a 
parish meeting to raise some money to hire a preacher 4 months.   I had 
[over page] not the least idea that they would come to me but they sent a 
Committee before they proceeded to business to know whether I would give 
up my contract.   It was necessary to have an Ecclesiastical Council to 
dissolve my pastoral relations.   The two Deacons were at my house previous 
to the meeting and said they meant to act honorably.   I merely observed 
that I could not dissolve the pastoral relations and was willing to have a 
Council and I thought it would be honorable for the parish to pay up some 
of back arrearages.   I did not think that what I send could give offence.   
They got as one the Deacons said into a snart and did nothing in raising 
money to have a preacher.   Thursday evening I heard they were offended 
and would not attend meeting on the Sabbath.   I then Friday sent Capt. a. 
Nickerson the following letter. 
              Provincetown 9 Dec 1836 
Dear Sir, 
  I publicly informed my Society that if they would hire a preacher or 
minister, that I would give up the desk.   It appears that there is not 
minister come to take the desk.   I view it premature according to the 
information I publicly gave now to give it up.   The Contract that was made 
with me has not been fulfilled.   If the church and Society will be at the 
expense of uniting with me, in calling an ecclesiastical Council I will abide 
by their adice or decisions.   (In this place I in sert the contract in full in the 
hand writing that I received from the Parish Clerk.  $500 salaery as long as I 



was able to carry on the work of the ministry and 250 [next page] if I were 
unable so long as the Pastoral relations exist.) 
  By law you will find that the contract is binding, and that those who have 
with drawn must pay there proportional parts. 
  I have power to nullify or to give up the contract.   For the sake of 
humanity to the suffering and for the honor of the Parish and Town I should 
think that the people would be willing to comply with this reasonable 
reatest.   If the people will give me 500 dollars towards fulfilling the Contract 
that was made with me [here a section is torn out of the left side and missing] 
[torn]ght nullify or give it up?  Is not my situation [torn]?  Can I live upon 
105 dolars what I have [torn]ved this year and upon a sum not [torn] 
support me by selling it off by [???] [torn]   What have I done to be thus 
treated?  [torn] [torn]eananced to the faithful ––– 
 [torn] [torn]as duties.       With resp 
               Nathanael Stone 
[torn] [torn] sabbath after the Parish meeting [torn] [torn]d to seam.   Next 
Sabbath there [torn] [torn] man and two small boys [torn] [torn] home the 
next Sabbath I went in [torn]nd two small boys.   Deacon Rid[torn] [torn]nted 
I should preach a new year [torn]mon I expect he and others by what he said 
were coming to meeting     [I] went to the Meeting prepared with a new years 
sermon and behold the house was locked and no person appeard.   Was 
there ever such conduct in a Christian land before?  I pressed hard to know 
why they refused to call an E. Council    they finally said that the Council 
would not be so favorable in the sum as I was.   I told them that I did not 
know what they would advise If they brought in for me to pay the parish, I 
would try to pay it if I were able. 
             Your affectionate Brother 
              Nathl Stone 
Love to you all 
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