








[1837-11-27 Nathaniel Stone 2; folded multipage letter, addressed “Miss Judith Stone, 
North Dennis, County of Barnstable, Mass.”; outside indicates a postage of 18¢, and has 
the word “Single” written:] 

              Old-Town.  Nov. 27 1837. 
Dear Sister 
  By divine favour we had a safe passage yet rather a long one.   We left 
Provincetown Saturday morning, Sabbath night we ly too wind a head    
monday evening we came to anchor in Penobscot river near Orphans Island 
Prospect on the west side of the river.   The wind was a head for several 
days.   we arrived at Bangor Thursday evening, morning[?].   staid on board 
that night.   next day Friday went to the Penobscot exchange Hotel    Dr. 
Paine came down with a carriage and two horses.   next day Saturday we 
arrived at Old Town and went to a Mr. Smiths a house provided for us till we 
could have our furniture set up in our house.   Wednesday 15 Nov. we went 
into our own hosue.   Mary endured her voyage and ride of 12 miles far 
better than we expected.   She was not very sea sick, which was a great 
favour.   Mrs. Stone and myself were very sick.   Sabbath night was 
boisterous when we lay to.   Mary has an excellent appetite and is 
improving.   She has had one sleigh ride.   It is good sleighing and constant 
rattling of Sleigh bells by our house.   We are in hopes that she will be 
restored to good health and soundness of limbs in due time.   We have a 
convenient house wood house, Stable, a certain office, all under cover, 
pump in sink, no occasion to go out of doors and a fire frame in the setting 
room.   all the things came same except three small plates and one tumble.   
We cannot find the rion back that was taken out of the setting room in 
Provincetown.  Do you recollect whether it was headed up in a barrel or put 
into an open barrel?   Write us word.   Our furniture was carred to Old Town 
in the cars.  [over page]  The depot of the Rail Road is within a few rods of 
our house.   The cars go twice a day.   We can her the bell when they start 
and see the loco-motive with its train of cars.   Capt. Hoxie Mr. Sweat and 
the two young men were very kind and attentive to us and did every thing to 
render us comfortable when on board.   When we lay in the River the 
Captain’s sister and another lady come on board with a foul cooked 
preserves and milk and wished us to go on shore but we refused hoping the 
wind would be fair, which was the case in the after noon.   Mary says that 
Dr Paine was disappointed in finding her so infirm that he had a new coat 
already made for a certain occasion which will come, she hopes, in the best 
time.   Mr. Lovejoy our Minister lately had a brother murdered at Alton, who 
was a minister who edited an Abolition paper.  Melancholy tidings to the 
widowed mother and family.   Mary was very easily put on board the vessel, 
two men lifted her up from the boat in a chair and two more on board took 
the chair and carried her into the cabin.   Write us when you left 
Provincetown.   I wrote to Mrs. Rider soon after we arrived.   It takes a long 
time to unpack our things and to get them set up in order.   Mrs. Stone has 
been very much fatigued in getting her things in order.   We are in hopes 



[next page] that we shall before long have thins in stile.   Then we shall be 
ready to see you and our friends from Dennis    Tell brother Nathan that 
Mary will write him soon.   We wish him to write and to tell us all the news 
in that section of country.   We are in hopes that Nathan or John or someof 
our friends will be this way next Spring after lumber    there is plenty of it 
here and the people are willing to sell it for Jackson currency or even for 
good current Bank bills.   Write us as soon as you receive this.   Dr Paine 
desires to be remembered to you and all my friends.  Mrs. Stone, mary and 
myself send our [torn] to you Nathan and family, Cushing and family.   Tell 
Nancy she must come and see us and see the Indians and papooses and get 
mocasins and baskets. 
             Your affectionate bother 
              Nathanael Stone. 
Direct your letter in this manner 
   Old-Town, Orono. 
   Penobscot County 
       Maine. 
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