[1848-04-21 Z Tobey; multipage letter:]

Boston April 21. 1848
Friend William
I arrived in the City last eve, having taken 84 applications since I left
here. I took 25 in Sandwich on my way back.
I shall send you 25 applications & receipts, & you can try, if you dont do
anything, –– although Ihave not doubt but that you may do something at it.
It will be rather hard to get them started, but once you do, I think you will
find quite a number who will take hold of it.
You may insure coasters & fisher men, if they do not go beyond the limits
mentioned in the by Laws, as the company passed a vote to do so on the 1st
of march.
You can youse your own judgment about the health of the persons you
insure, if they have no settled disease or any thing of that kind, you can
take them. neednt mind a cold, or a little headache, or any thing of that
kind.
I told you something about 8 per [over page] cent, but I will pay you 10
per cent on the Premium of all of 5 Dolls & less, & 50 cents apiece on all
over 5 Dolls, so that you will receive 30 cts. where they pay 3. & draw 2
Dolls, & 50 cents where they pay 5 Dolls & upwards. - # 40. where they pay
4. & draw 3 dolls.
Make each one pay $1.25 when you give them the receipt or certificate, &
tell them they must pay the remainder when you give them the Policy which
will be from 3 to 6 weeks, but tell them they are insured from the time they
pay 1.25. ––
The circulars you may distribute about, & show as you please, but I
would’nt show the Consititution & By-Laws to any, without they ask to see
it. Not but what we are perfectly willing for any one to see them, but then
one half who would read them would’nt understand them & only get
confused with them.
You can tell them that this is a good company & managed by prudent &
experienced men, & that we have insured 7000. persons, been Incorporated
about a year, & that this year we have paid a dividend to those insured of 20
per cent, or paid back [next page] nearly one quarter of what they paid, &
this is done whether they have been sick or not.
If they say anything about any other company which insures for five or
seven years, tell them that such companies are not save, that we have
insured nearly 3 times as many as any other Company, & that the One year
principle is the only safe principle, And if they get insured for five years
they have to pay about 1 dollar a year more than they would for 1 year, & if
they don’t pay up every year regularly in those compys, they cant get
anything, so that ous is a safer company & they save 1 Doll. a year & can
renew for another year 3 mos. before it runs out. ––– If you succeed in
obtaining any, I think you had better put them in a package & direct them
tome, at the Office No. 4 State St.

At any rate let me hear from you in the course of 2 or 3 weeks. –––
Seth Kelley Crowell & Mary Horton were married last eve. I went to their
wedding & had a fine time. ––
In haste yours truly
Zeph Tobey
m
W C. Howes Esq.
Dennis
[On the last page, faintly in pencil:]
Saturday afternoon
If you get any before next Saturday, sent them on if you can, as we want to
return as many as we can to the Office on the Monday after.
Z Tobey
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