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[Lydia Howes; an essay by Lydia Howes of East Dennis; not dated:]
Why will not the same education which our parents had enable us to 
perform honorably the duties devolving upon us as it has them?

Every person of a sane mine knows that in order for a person to 
discharge honourably the various duties which devolve upon him he must 
be educated on an equal scale with the society in which he is to mingle. 
The highest enjoyment of human happiness arises from a good education 
In the youthful days of our parents if a person knew how to read write and 
had a slight knowledge of arithmetic it was thought sufficient for him to 
engage in any business as the people with whom he associated had no 
better education than himself    he saw no need of having any more and 
perhaps he performed the duties devolving upon [him] as honourably and 
was as happy as though he had more.   But now the world at large has 
arisen schools and academies have been established so that nearly all can 
obtain a good knowledge of the common branches of education especially in 
the United States and more especially in New England.   But if a person had 
no better education now the business which would be necessary for him to 
perform he would be obliged to neglect on account of his education and 
whenever he mingles with society he is regarded as a mere machine turning 
whatever way the opinion of others may carry him.

Lydia Howes
East Dennis
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