




[1850-12-18 Nancy H Stone[71]; an essay, which has been edited and corrected by a 
teacher, which editing is in pencil, and shown as italics and strike-throughs in the 
following transcription:] 

True Friendship. 
  What is trued friendship?   from what principles in the feelings of one 
does it emanate? and where terminate?   We will first dicover its origin.   It 
appears to arise from those qualities in man, wich cause him to regard with 
interest the welfare, and happiness, of those around him and is ever ready 
which prompt him to relieve the distressed, to succor the needy.  How Often 
in the hour of prosperity, when every thing around is pleasant, we imagine 
the qualities of Friendship are perceptible in another, and but, perhaps as 
often we are sooner to be deceived, For, when the clouds of misfortune hover 
around and threaten destruction, in those characters whom we considered 
as friends it is entirely imperceptible, and we are treated by them with scorn 
coldness, and contempt, and as inferiors.   But not so with true Friendship.   
Its summit cannot be attained, nor its fountain reached exhausted.   It is in 
the time of adversity, that true Friendship shines in all its beauty, It 
consoles the affections, calms the fears.   But considered in another point of 
view, [*]Is it Friendship that causes war between different nations? or, 
retains 3 millions of our brethren in bondage?   I think few possess this 
principle in this respect.[*][72]   
  We see much that is beautiful to to call forth our admiration, but, to use 
the language of the past is there anything more beautiful, or excellent, or 
fair, “than face of faithful friend, [over page]  
   fairest when seen in darkest day.” 
   Tis Friendship pure, celestial, kind, 
   That gives the anguished sould relief 
   Animates the drooping mind,  
   And soothes the pangs of pungent grief.” 
              Nancy H. Stone 
Dennis, Dec 18th 1850. 
[In pencil:]  Very good indeed 

 

                                                 
71  Nancy Howes Stone, b. Dennis 2 Feb 1833, was the daughter of Capt. Nathan Stone (1803-1881) by his first 
wife, Emeline Howes.  Nancy died but 6 months after this essay, 14 May 1851, cause not known. 
72  Between these two marks,, *, the teacher has written in the margin “Humanity” 
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