




[1851-01-02 Nancy H Stone; another essay, again with marks by the teacher made in 
pencil:] 

An Intelligent Community, and a Wealthy Community. 
  In considering this subject, let us first trace the mind in its different 
degrees of growth, and development.   From the earliest period, we see the 
mind bursting forth, in all the simplicity of youth, and thus it increases, and 
ascends step by step to that degree of improvement, by which it forms an 
intelligent being.     

As he rises into the world, and beholds the inducements held out to him, 
his thirst for Knowledge increases, he seeks strives for a cultivated mind 
and obtains it; and thus are his fondest hopes realized.   He not only 
renders himself an useful member in society, but also performs an 
important office in the scale of human being. 

But while we are considering the advantages which an intelligent 
community possesses, let us not forget, but rather remember , that class of 
beings who are deprived of all these priviliges, and the question will occur to 
our minds, Who it is are they that commits these outrages upon human 
beings?   We are induced to think that it is not those persons forming the 
intelligent community, but rather that these evils it proceeds from a love of 
Wealth, which we are now about to consider, and also the love of Power. 

The wealthy community form a large[73] portion of our world, and their 
whole object is to gain riches, and to win the favor of the rich.   Their minds’ 
perception appears to be limited to something beautiful in the external 
world while their minds remain uncultivated, yet for all this  
Notwithstanding [over page] this community is regarded, and looked up to 
by many, as a Superior, and to which all must bow and worship.   But how 
different the intelligent being, The being of sense will not be thus ensnared, 
for the affluent today may be indigent tomorrow and he that thinks what he 
knows what he now thinks is it to enjoy riches, may soon feel the want of 
that knowledge which will enable him to suffer need, to be abased in 
outward circumstances, and still retain the dignity of a man. 

           N. H. Stone 
Dennis, Jan 2d 1851. 

 

                                                 
73  Just at this point the teacher has inserted a caret, as if to make a comment, but has not.   In the margin to the left 
of this statement is written, in pencil, “Troubled”. 

       

 

These collections are protected by United States 
and International copyright laws. Personal non- 
commercial use of these materials is allowed.  
Any other use is strictly prohibited without the 
express written permission of the Dennis  
Historical Society. 
 


	1851-01-02 Nancy H Stone page 1
	1851-01-02 Nancy H Stone page 2
	1851-01-02 Nancy H Stone

