




[1865-10 The Ancient Wreck; a page torn from a book, the header having this title, 
pages 43 and 44:] 

At the last (October, 1865,) meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, the subject of the “old wreck” being under discussion, Mr. Charles 
Deane read the following paper, which he had prepared to show the small 
size of some of “ships” used in crossing the Atlantic, both before and at the 
time the vessel which we call the “Sparrow-Hawk,” was stranded on Nauset 
Beach.   Mr. Deane remarked that the list could have been much extended: 

Columbus had, on his first voyage of discovery, three vessels.  “Two of 
them were light barks, called Caravels, not superior to river and coasting 
craft of more modern days,”   They are supposed to have been open, “and 
without deck in the centre, but built up high at the prow and stern, with 
fore-castles and cabins for the accommodations of the crew.   Peter Martyr, 
the learned contemporary of Columbus, says that the only one of the three 
vessels was decked.   The smallness of the vessels was considered an 
advantage by Columbus, in a voyage of discovery, enabling him to run close 
to the shores, and to enter shallow rivers and harbors.   In his third voyage, 
when coasting the Gulf of Paria, he complained of the size of his ship, being 
nearly a hundred tons burthen.”  (Irving’s Columbus, Chap. VIII.) 

These three small vessels, only one of which was expressly prepared for 
the voyage, and was decked (the exact tonnage of neither is given), carried a 
company of one hundred and twenty persons, including ninety mariners. 

On Sir Francis Drake’s voyage for circumnavigating the globe, in 1577, 
his largest vessel was on only one hundred tons burthern, and the smallest 
but fifteen tons.   The bark in which Sir Humphrey Gilbert perished, in 
1583, was of ten tons only. 

Martin Pring made a voyage here in 1603, with two vessels, ––one of fifty 
tons, carrying thirty men, and one of twenty-six tons, carrying thirteen men. 

Bartholomew Gilbert came over to the southern part of Virginia the same 
year in a bark of fifty tons. 

Champlain and Pontgravé sailed for Canada, in the early part of the 
seventeenth century, with two vessels, of only twelve and fifteen tons. [over 
page] 

On the voyage to Virginia, which resulted in the first permanent 
settlement of the English in the United States, in 1607, the three vessels 
which conveyed the colonists, were jointly but of one hundred and sixty-
tons; viz., the “Susan Constant,” the Admiral, of one hundred tons, carrying 
seventy-one persons; the “Godspeed,” the Vice-Admiral, of only forty tons, 
with fifty-two persons; the “Discovery,” the pinnace, of only twenty tons, 
with twenty-one persons.   This number of persons included the mariners. 

Two of the ships with which Captain John Smith set sail for New 
England, in 1615, were, respectively, of fifty and sixty tons. 

In a list of ships which sailed for Virginia in 1619, I find one of seventy 
tons, carrying fifty-one persons, and one of eighty  tons, with forty-five 
persons. 



The “Mayflower” was of “nine score” (180) tons burthen.  The 
“Speedwell,” which brought the pilgrims from Holland to Southampton, and 
which was also intended for the voyage to America, but proved unseaworthy, 
was of sixty tons burthen.   The “Fortune,” which brought twenty-nine 
passengers to Plymouth in 1621, was of only fifty-five tons.   The “Little 
James,” which came in 1623, was of only forty-four tons. 

It is a marvel to us that persons were willing to venture across the 
stormy Atlantic, at all seasons of the year, in such small craft; and a still 
greater marvel that so many of these voyages were successfully 
accomplished. 

 
The Boston Congregationalist, of Oc. 20, 1865, publishes a condensed 

history of the voyage, wrecking, and discovery of the old ship, and adds: 
“We advise all our readers who can make it convenient to do so, to visit 

this relic of our Colonial history, and to do so soon, before its removal from 
its present place.   There is not the slightest doubt among the well-informed 
that she is all which is claimed for her by her exhibitors, no facts of the past 
being better authenticated than her record.   Even such an imperfect 
reproduction as this is, of a ship which crossed the ocean while the 
Mayflower was yet on the sea, is a curiosity, to be seen, we take it, nowhere 
else in the world.” 
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