






[1895-01-25 Wm Eben Stone; on letterhead of Champion Iron Co. of Michigan; 
Treasurer’s Office, 28 State St., Boston:] 

             Boston, Jany 25 1895 
Emelyn H. Stone Esq.[96] 

Dennis, Mass. 
My dear sir 
  Your letter of the 13th to Dr. Silas E. Stone of Walpole has just come to 
my hands.   Dr. Stone, who was my brother, died in 1884, and your letter to 
him was forwarded to me by his widow with the request that I would answer 
it. 
  I am descended from Gregory Stone of Cambridge, Mass., who was a 
brother of your ancestor, the first Simon Stone, of Watertown.   I can tell 
you a little about Simon Stone, which may perhaps be new to you, but I 
naturally know very little about his descendants as I belong to another line.   
Simon Stone came, in 1635, from Boxted, Essex Co., England.   His brother 
Gregory came, probably at the same time, from Nayland, Suffolk co., 
England.  Boxted and Nayland, though in different Counties, are only three 
miles apart, being on either side of the river Stout, which is the boundary 
between the two Counties.   I was in England two years ago and visited 
Nayland & Boxted.   The Parish registers of Nayland give the marriage of 
Gregory Stone & the births of all his children but unfortunately nothing is to 
be learned about Simon from the registers of Boxted.   The best account of 
the descendants of Simon Stone that I know of is in Bond’s History of 
Watertown though it contains a number of errors.   There is a very good 
account [next sheet] of your own line of the Stone family, especially of Rev. 
Nathaniel & Fev. Nathan, in Freeman’s History of Cape Cod.   The New Eng. 
Historic Genealogical Register, Vol. 3, contains a copy of the will of the first 
Simon Stone. 
  Whenever you come to Boston be sure and call on me.   I believe I know 
about everything that has ever been published in regard to the Stone family 
& when you are here I will take you to the rooms of the Genealogical Society 
where you will find everything ther is in print bearing on the family history. 
  I am very much interested in the Family Record of Rev. Nathan Stone, a 
copy of which you sent with your letter and which I herewith return to you.   
When I see you I want to consult with you about having it published in the 
New Eng. Historic Genealogical Register.   I can have it published without 
charge     It is of such immense value to any one who is interested in the 
history of the Stone family that it ought to be published so that genealogists 
can have the benefit of it.   I hope your father & family will be willing to 
furnish a copy for publication.   I feel so strong an interest in everything 
connected with the Stones that I would like to make a trip to Dennis to see  

                                                 
96  Emelyn is not a male but a female, Emelyn H., sometimes called Mary H., daughter of John Murray Stone & 
Cynthia (Crowell).   She was born in Dennis, 2 Sep 1872 and married 3 Oct 1895, Horace C. Plummer.  She die d10 
Mar 1935. 



the original record & the other papers of which you speak.   Would your 
father have any objection to showing them to me if I should come? 
  By the way, there is a matter about which you cn perhaps inform me if 
any one can.   There is a Mr. Elliot Stone, of New York, who is greatly 
interested in investigating the genealogy of the Stone family and with whom 
I correspond.  [next sheet]  He wrote me a short time ago that he heard that 
a copy of a coat of arms of the Stone family was formerly in the possession 
of the family of Rev. Nathaniel Stone of Harwich, who was the father of Rev. 
Nathan Stone.   Do you know anything about this?    At a later period this 
country was flooded with spurious coats of arms which were assumed by 
various people without any warrant, but that was after the time of Rev. 
Nathaniel.   If he had a coat of arms it was undoubtedly genuine, and so it is 
important to know if the story is true and what the arms were.   I wish you 
would tell me if you know anything about this or can find out anything 
about it. 
  I saw the notice in the Transcript of which you speak, but I do not know 
who inserted it. 
  There is one point about your letter which strikes me as very curious.   
Your first name of Emelyn.   Now the middle name of my late brother, Dr. 
Silas E. Stone, was also Emelyn.   He was named for a brother of my 
father’s, but I never before have heard or known of any one else who had 
that name.   You can therefore imagine my surprise when I saw your 
signature.   Do you mind telling me how you came by the name? 
  Hoping to meet you soon, either here or at Dennis, I am 
             Yours sincerely 
              Wm. Eben Stone 
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