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[Imagination; an essay; on back is “C. S. [or C.P.] Crowell”:]
The Imagination

In the exercise of imagination, we take the constituents of real scenes, 
transactions, or characters and combine them anew by a process of the 
mind, in order to form compounds which have no existence in nature.   The 
mind is capable of ranging in an ample field, whose products may be fruits 
of an hours growth, or which are continually in a vegetating state, but which 
never arrive at maturity.   It may survey the field of battle, and observe the 
agonies of the dying, and wounded, the widow and orphan, shedding the 
tear of sensibility over their departed friend, who was the partaker of their 
joys, and sorrows which chequer life.   It can soar to the remotest parts of 
the earth, and observe the king on his throne, or it may rest with the hermit 
in the midst of romantic and rural scenery, in his quiet and secluded spot, 
unobserved, and unnoticed, except by the weary traveller, who by chance 
may welcome the sight of his lonely and hospitable dell.   It can observe the 
ages, which are past, when our forefathers first planted their colonies, and 
contrast them with those which are to come, and finally it can ascend to 
futurity, there it can discern flowers, which never lose their beauty, trees 
which are arrayed in everlasting verdure and rivers which murmur gently 
along their banks, which are never molested or ruffled by storms, but which 
are possessed of the same calm and uniform motion.   Thus Milton has 
described the garden of Eden, the sin of our first parents, has pictured them 
in every situation and the means by which they were banished from the 
garden of bliss, and happiness.   It is the fruits of the imagination which 
causes poetry to shine with that lustre, and beauty which characterises the 
works of the poet.   The novelist calls into existence a character, endows him 
with such qualities and propensities as suits his taste, and portrays him 
with as much ingenuity and acuteness, as though he really existed.   Thus 
we see that the Imagination may be cultured and enriched, and flowers and 
fruit may thrive luxuriantly, which if left uncultivated may produce weeds 
and thistles.
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