






[Item 20.  A 3-page typed oration from some member of the Class of 1931, made about 
15 June 1931, at the William H. Lincoln School in Brookline.] 

Members of the School Board, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. hall, Teachers, Parents 
and Friends: 
 In the past history of the Wm. H. Lincoln School there have been many 
important dates but for us there is none of such consequence as June 15, 
1931, the day which marks our graduation and as most of you know the 
last commencement exercises to be held in this building. 
 It seems fitting at this time to outline briefly the early history of our 
school. 
 In Sept. 1888 the building was opened. 
 On May 16, 1889, just 42 years, 1 month ago this building was dedicated 
to school purposes by appropriate exercises, the presiding officer of this 
occasion being Mr. Wm. H. Lincoln, Chairman of the School Board and the 
person in whose honor the building was named. 
 This school has the distinction of being a pioneer in certain line of 
educational work. 
 In Sept., 1888, a Manual Training Dept. was established, the first of its 
kind in any Grammar School in the United States.   Closely related to Shop 
Work is Mechanical Drawing and as an aid to the former a Mechanical 
Drawing Room was opened in the spring of 1889.   It was in this room that 
many boys of our district received such inspirational instruction that they 
then and there decided to make architecture their life work.   One of these 
boys was Mr. Maurice Meade, the person chosen by our School Board to 
design the new Wm. H. Lincoln School.   Another pupil of those early days 
was Mr. George Funk, the architect of Boston Arena, the North Station and 
Boston Gardens. 
 The needs of the girls were met by a Domestic Science Dept. and a 
Sewing Room.   After the Annex was built in 1894, Chemical and Physical 
Laboratories were equipped and operated with much success. 
 Up to 10 years ago there were nine grades in the building, but in 1921 
the ninth grade was eliminated.   It was at this time that French was 
introduced into the seventh and eighth grades as was also departmental 
teaching.  [next page] 
 Five principals have served in the Lincoln School.   Mr. David S. 
Farnham, Mrs. Ruth Lender, Mr. John Scully, Mr. George Farley, the 
speaker of the evening, and Mr. Francis Hall who since 1908 has guided 
Lincoln School pupils with kindliness and faithfulness.   We wish him many 
years of service in the new building. 
 Mr. Wm. H. Lincoln always took great pride in this building and as his 
own expense beautified our assembly hall.   The Parthenon frieze which you 
see on three sides was made under the direction of the authorities of the 
British Museum.   In this frieze we have one of the most beautiful examples 
of Grecian art. 



 On the platform you see three statues, Minerva, Augustus Caesar and 
Uranis.   The first two mentioned are well known but of the statue of Uranis 
we are justly proud.   When Mr. Lincoln brought it from Paris it was the 
only one of the kind in America, but since then Mr. Caproni of Boston has 
made copies from our statue.   It is source of great satisfaction to know that 
the members of our School Board are planning to give these works of art a 
place of honor in the new Wm. H. Lincoln School. 
 Why should we wish the pupils of the future to enjoy these objects of 
beauty? 
 Our teachers tell us that an appreciation of art indicates culture, 
refinement.   They tell us that we are living in an age when people are doing 
slipshod work, the idea being get the money, never mind about excellence of 
workmanship.   Work conscientiously done – that is done in the spirit of the 
artist builds nobility of mind – work well done is the sister of religion.   And 
so it is with real joy that we pass on those things which will help to develop 
the love of the artistic. 
 What, besides the love of art shall we, the representatives of the 
graduates from 1889 to 1931 pass on to the boys and girls who are to 
occupy the new Lincoln School for the next forty-two years? 
 Let us select from among our many Lincoln School watchwords just two 
– Courtesy and Duty.  [next page] 
 A distinguished writer has said, Courtesy is a sweet asset of life.   
Courtesy is kindness and kindness is never lost.   Frequently in class we 
recite, “Courtesy is the passport that will take us around the world.” 
 Duty.   Have the graduates of the past been faithful to duty?  Yes, to God 
and to the country.   In the missionary fields of Asia are today two of our 
number – one in Japan and one in Korea. 
 Our World Was Service Flag bears testimony of the school’s loyalty to 
country. 
 And so, future graduates of the Lincoln School we wish to pass on the 
ideals of the old Lincoln:  Love of Duty – Courtesy – Love of the artistic.   
Weave them into your lives and it can be said of you as we feel it can be 
truthfully said of the graduates of the past – you are desirable citizens of 
your town, your state and your country. 
 Mr. Hall and Teachers we thank you for your faithful endearing service.   
May I offer you this simple toast: 
   “The work men do is not their test alone, 
   The love they win is for the better chart.” 
 Parents, we are here tonight because of your unselfishness.   We say to 
you, We love you, we thank you. 
 Members of the School Board, and Mr. Gallagher, your presence here 
tonight testifies to your interest in us.   We appreciate your coming and 
hope that we shall please you. 
 to one and all I extend the welcome of the Class of 1931. 
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