




[1859-08-13; letter, no envelope, William F. Howes to James S. Howes:] 
             
 San Francisco  August 13th 1859 
Brother James 
  Your favour of the 29th May was recd on our arrival.   You evidently 
had an interesting tme over the school question.   Prince made a perilous 
move for us, when he undertook to change the location.   I hope you did not 
favour that project.   He greatly miscalculated his own strength, or else he 
intended a sell.   I must not grumble however.   I Know it is easier for me to 
write than it was for you to do the work. 
  Our Cause is good and we shall of course, gain our object, in the 
fulness of time.   And I hope that will not be long coming.   You must be 
wiser, now, if not happier than you were before, and better able to steer 
clear of the shoals the next time, and I hope you will try again as soon as 
you think it will pay. 
  I mentioned to you in Boston that I left with Glidden & Williams a 
writing, to pay to your order $200— in such sums as you might Call for at 
any time during my absence.    I must depend on you & Lydia to look out for 
Bennie & Hannah[1], and in Case you Cannot help them to find another 
boarding place, send them to whichever school you think best for them.   I 
am aware that it is asking a considerable of you, but I shall expect you to do 
it never the less.   We had a long passage [over page] out.   a small freight, 
and have suffered some loss on goods loaded on ship’s account.   are now 
ready to commence loading grain &c for Melbourne, Australia.   get $7,500 
for Carrying a full Cargo, which will not more than pay our way for the time 
we shall be engaged in it.   I have no idea what we shall do next.   our future 
prospect for business bad.   The ship is losing money besides depreciating in 
value.   Take this into consideration if you make any more taxes.   as for 
Dick[2], I would like to Keep him if he behaves well, and is not troublesome.   
If he becomes a nuisance, you had better dispose of him. –  
  I cannot set any time when I shall be likely to get home.   my boys 
ought to be at school.   I should like to see you all but I almost dread the 
thoughts of getting home. 
            
 Yours Sincerely 
             
 W. F. Howes 
August 19th    I have nothing of importance to add, since the above was 
written I unexpectedly received your newspapers, and Lydia’s friendly 
communication to Betsey, for which please accept my best thanks.   I hope 

                                                
1  William’s first wife, Betsey (Miller), died 17 June 1859, and these two younger twin children of hers are now 
under the care of William’s brother James.  There is no mention of the older son William Frederic Jr., but he is 
likely on the same vessel with his father.  There is no mention of son Stephen M., now age 7, who is probably in the 
care of another family member. 
2  This is probably a horse. 



to hear from you at Melbourne,    we shall probably be ready to sail by the 
5th September.   I am sorry for Allison’s misfortune[3]    I was not aware till 
lately that he had suffered loss in his private effects.   ask him to write me    
Remember me to Father and to the rest of our friends –  
Tell the children I shall write them by next steamer’s mail 
             
 W. F. H. 

                                                
3  Brother Allison Howes was master of the Bark Palestine when it was wrecked. 
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