


[1860-01-05; letter from William F. Howes to “sister” probably Lydia, wife of James S. 
Howes; on blue paper; no envelope:] 

            
 Melbourne  Jany 5th 1850 
Dear Sister –  
  I received your letter of the 20th September by the last mail, which 
I read with much pleasure,    one thing in particular occurred to my mind at 
that time, which I wish to mention, that is, it is possible that the care of my 
children[1], in addition to your own family, may be more than your health & 
strength will admit of. 
  I fully appreciate the favour of having to live with you but it must 
not be done at the sacrifice of your own health.   Nothing that I can do 
would ever Compensate you for that.   You must take this into 
Consideration, and not, as is to usual, wait till it is too late. 
  I hope the sewing machine will help you out some.   I recd Allison’s 
letter, same date as yours.   am sorry he lost his vessel, if he is worse off for 
it.   I believe that shipping is not good property at present.   The “Belle of the 
West” is not earning her salt.   Tell James that I will provide more money to 
pay board &c before long.   I have arranged with Nathan Clark to pay my 
taxes and to attend to affairs about the premises.   We are now nearly ready 
to sail, have got only about half the number of passengers that I expected.   
I have some Idea that we shall be heading towards home from China.   I 
have nothing of that Kind arranged, but that course seems, now, quite as 
probable as any other. 
            
 Your Brother 
             
 W  F. Howes 

                                                
1  William’s first wife, Betsey C. (Miller)(Homer), died on 17 June 1859, leaving him with 4 children.  Although he 
would marry again late in August of this year, for the time being the children are being cared for by his sister. 
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