[1827-03-26; “Asst. Letters / Item 3 – Benjamin Tappan to Alexander Howes – Mar. 20,
1827.pdf”; folded letter addressed to “Capt Alexander Howes, Dennis, Mass.” sent for
18¾¢ from Rev. Benjamin Tappan:]
Augusta March 26th 1827
Dear friends
Your request for a recommendation of dismission to the church at
Dennis was laid before our church yesterday; and a vote was taken in
relation to it, which you will find upon another page of this sheet. We are
sorry that the church at Dennis should be placed in such circumstances of
affliction and trial. But let them go forward in the path of duty, trusting in
God, & He will protect and bless them. The true church of Christ has in all
ages resembled the bush, which Moses saw, enclosed with flames, yet not
consumed. Many other churches, particularly in Massachusetts, have been
called to experience trials, similar to those of the chh in dennis and when
they have taken their stand on the side of truth, & have borne testimony
against those e[--]ns, which they regarded as subversive of the Gospel, the
Lord has shown Himself to be upon their side, and they have been
prospered beyond their expectations. We were glad to find that you were
disposed at such a time, to take hold, and rendcer all the aid in your power
to the friends of truth, and our prayer is, that you may find a blessing in so
doing to your own souls, and that you may yet see the prosperity of this, &
peace upon S[--]el in the place where you dwell.
In this place we have had [----] to [---]g if mercy & [page] of
judgement. Since the year came in, our brother Bancroft Williams with his
wife & family has left us, having removed to a place called Orono, north of
Bangor, and our brother Blackburn has been taken away suddenly by
death. On the other hand 5 were added to the church on the first sabbath
of this month. One of these was my brother; another was Avery[?] Foster, a
young man who has been in the store of Evereth & Hartwell; the other three
were young women.
It was interesting to us that you still feel an attachment to our
church & society. We have not forgotten you; it will always give us pleasure
to learn of your welfare, and we should be very glad to see not only one, but
both of you again.
With the best wishes for your present & future happiness, I remain
your sincere friend,
Benjamin Tappan.
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At a meeting of the congregational church in Augusta, March 25th
1827, it was
Voted, that we recommend our beloved brother and sister
Alexander & Persis Howes, as members in regular standing to the Christian
affection & fellowship of the congregational church in Dennis; and that

whenever they shall be reviewed as members of that church, we shall
consider their particular connexion with us, as having ceased.
Attest,
Augusta March 26th
Tappan.

Benjamin

1827.
pastor of the chh in Augusta
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