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[1900-03-21; “Asst. Letters / Item 7 –   Howes Jr. to Cora Howes – March 21, 
1900.pdf”:] 

             
  608 Polk St 
             
   Mch 21st  1900 
Dear Sister Cora,  
  I received to day your letter informing me that our dear Fathers 
Spirit had passed over to the great Beyond, but I am not at all shocked but 
have quite seen for some time that we were to lose either he or Mother and 
perhaps both.   After I received Carlts letter telling me of his illness I was 
quite sure you would not have him with you much longers, and I Knew to 
day, before looking at the contents, what your letter contained.   I am so 
sorry Cora that I cannot be with you now when your must feel so lonely and 
it for you that I grieve.   Father is at rest and the reward of the truly good wil 
be his.   He lived an honest upright life and never turned a deaf ear to the 
calls of duty – how Kind affectionate and loving we his children know – 
surely we should not mourn that his troubles are over.   Living years beyond 
[page] the “allotted days of man” until old age must have brought many 
aches and pains – and finally passing away with his loved ones about him.   
I feel that his condition is better than ours – whom he has left behind.   I 
had been hoping that in some way I might be able to take a trip East and 
see him and Mother again before it was too late but as you Know I have had 
a pretty difficult task to earn enough to exist on until now its too late and I 
have only the pleasant recollections of his visits out here for some how I 
seem to remember him better as I knew him here than at home.   Especially 
the time he spent with me down on the Fe[--]yan.   I shall be anxious to 
Know frequently as to Mothers condition – I can only hope she will be 
spared to you for some time to come. 
As for yourself, poor girl, I wish I could help you in some wasy but when I 
try I can only get as far as poor girl and there I stop.   I know you can go to a 
higher source for comfort and consolation and you have that within you that 
will sustain you in your hour of trial – and you have good friends who will 
advise you in things material and with them I will have to trust you.   Look 
out for your own health as much as you can – remember you are still young 
and have many years yet in which to do good.   Write often if only a few lines    
I will be anxious [remainder in margins] to hear of your health as well as 
Mothers. 
God bless you Cora – Good night    Labe 
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