




[1862-01-05; letter from “Mary” to “Brother and Sister”; this is, no doubt, Mary 
(Lincoln) Howes, wife of Allison, to James Sturgis & Lydia Howes; no envelope:] 

             
 So Boston  Jan 5th 1862. 
Dear Brother and Sister, 
  I suppose that you have been looking to hear from me for more 
than a week, and should have written last week, but I was almost sick with 
a cold.   have not had such a cold for a long time, and cannot tell how I got 
it.   I received both of [y]our letters and was very glad to hear from you all.   
The children are both well    May L does not make much progress in talking, 
but hope she will before long    I received the bill of $50.04 and sent it by 
Father to Nathan Cushing[1] and got a receipt, which I will enclose to you. 
  I am sorry to hear that Mother is not any better of her lameness, 
does she do anything for it.   You say you have a singing school.   who is 
your [over page] teacher.    George Bangs has been out here and stoped two 
nights.   It seems his Mother is going to sea.   Do you attend church as 
constant as ever.   I wish when you know of any one coming up that would 
send me that fur cap of Allies in the upper drawer in my beauro I think it is. 
  I do not seem to have much news to write,    you must write me 
often and tell all the news. that is going on and what you are doing.    give 
my love to Father and Mother and all others excepting a share for yourselves 
             
 from your loving Sister 
             
  Mary. 

                                                
1  Probably Nathan Cushing Stone of Dennis. 
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