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REPORT 

To the Members of the School Committee : 
The following report of the condition of the public schools, 

and school buildings, in the town of Dennis, is respectfully sub- 
mitted. The school houses are in tolerable repair, with the ex- 
ception of Dennis" Port house, which is to have new floors the 
coming summer, an appropriation having been made for that pur- 
pose at our last annual town meeting. During the last year 
some repairs have been made upon the East Dennis house, and 
the one in South Dennis has been furnished with window blinds. 
Some wall maps have been added to the school apparatus, where 
there appeared the greatest need. Altogether Dennis is not badly 
off for school buildings and educational advantages. Compared 
with some towns our situation for carrying on a graded system of 
schools is very favorable. 

The town, at its last annual meeting, voted to reduce the school 
committe to six members, it being thought that greater efficiency 
would be secured by a smaller board. It is to be hoped that pains 
will be taken to select the best men that can be found, when the 
number is reduced to one for each school house. If the right man 
can be found, one is better than three ; and if we must take the 
wrong man, why then one certainly is as good as more of the 
same stamp. 

In this connection I wish to remark that I notice that Mr. 
Phipps, General Agent for the Board of Education, in his last 
report, suggests that a Board of Examiners be appointed by the 
Board of Education with the sanction of the Legislature, to ex- 
amine teachers, and authorized to give certificates of qualification. 
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This method has been adopted by several State Boards, and is 
highly commended. Perhaps if this Board should be appoint- 
ed, a better class of teachers might be secured, and I think some 
school committees would be glad to receive certificates from such 
a Board of Examiners, who would be influenced by no personal 
prejudice or local interest. 

At the last town meeting, by-laws were submitted to the town 
and adopted by the meeting, for the treatment of truant children, 
but they failed of meeting the approval of the Judge of Probate. 
His ground for rejecting them was that they failed of assigning 
any special place to which truants were to be sent. We are con- 
sequently without any authority to appoint a truant committee. 
As the law now is, when any three or more towns in a county 
join in asking the County Commissioners to provide a truant 
school in the county, they are required to do so. Barnstable has 
had this matter brought up in one town meeting, but the meas- 
ure was defeated. It is urged by the friends of this law, that 
there is great need of a truant school in Barnstable County, that 
our children need not be sent out of the county to a State Reform 
School. Until some plan is adopted to bring a suitable truant 
school within easy distance, I do not see what can be done of a 
coercive nature, with truant children. 

The schools which have just closed, have, I am happy to say, 
perhaps with one exception, been conducted with more than 
their usual success. "Without indulging in indiscriminate praise, 
I may venture so far as to report, that we have some schools 
which I think may be classed with those that are said, by the 
General Agent, not to suffer by comparison with the best in the 
State. Others are more ordinary, and require the best of teach- 
ers and careful supervision. 

Our teachers, the past year, have labored earnestly and faith- 
fully, and in some cases with eminent success. It is hoped that 
with some of them, engagements have been renewed. And I 
trust the mania for cutting down official salaries, which appears 
to me to be very poor economy, will not reach our school board. 
Ability and excellence in any department has a marketable value. 
And the rule will hold good in relation to teachers. It is to be 
regretted that so few of our young ladies avail themselves of the 



advantages which they might gain by a course at a Normal 
School. Now that the law requires drawing to be taught in our 
public schools, it becomes still more necessary for our girls who 
are looking forward to a teacher's profession, to qualify themselves 
in a more thorough manner before assuming the teacher's duties. 
I presume it will not be long before we shall demand of all teach- 
ers that they shall have a professional training, before we entrust 
them with such an important charge as the education of our 
children. Until that time arrives we must do the best we can 
with our present supply and means available, securing and retain- 
ing those teachers who have shown some aptitude for teaching, 
and developed some originality in the methods of instruction. 

But no teacher can succeed in elevating the standing of his 
school unless he is sustained by the moral support of the communi- 
ty. If the parents are in a state of apathy concerning the school, 
and decline taking any interest in the affairs of the school room, 
and only interfere by taking sides with their children, the fate of 
that school can be easily predicted. The average attendance will 
be low, indifference will possess the scholars, wearisomeness will 
characterize all the exercises, the teacher will grow disheartened, 
the committee get discouraged, and the school will be pronounced 
a failure. One thing I am pretty well convinced of, that the 
school is hard to be raised above the level of the public sentiment 
surrounding it. If some of our schools are more prosperous than 
others, in my opinion, it is owing in the main to parental co-oper- 
ation. I fear that many parents interest themselves more in en- 
couraging the teacher to push their children forward into the 
higher classes, than in ascertaining whether or no they are fit to 
be so promoted. 

This leads me to speak of a practice much too common in our 
schools, of allowing children to be advanced from one class of 
readers, to a higher, before they have acquired any mastery over 
the language. The teachers often speak of this, but dread put- 
ting them back for fear of their parents taking offence. 

No school report would be considered as at all satisfactory, 
which did not treat of irregularity of attendance. I was pleased 
to learn that Barnstable County holds the second rank in the 
State in  respect to school attendance,—being  only surpassed by 



Middlesex. And, although some of our school registers are de- 
faced by numerous tardy marks, and signs for absence, the ma- 
jority of them make a very fair show. This was noticeable particu- 
larly this last winter, when the registers contained a large num- 
ber of names of scholars "neither absent no tardy." In several 
schools the average attendance for the winter was from ninety 
to ninety-four per cent. If the same interest could be created in 
all the schools, in respect to regularity of attendance, it would be 
a most healthy and hopeful sign. 

There has been quite a general feeling, that our school books 
are getting somewhat antiquated, and a change is thought to be 
desirable. But although a new series of Readers is considered 
necessary, it is not so easy to determine which particular one to 
adopt. The same difficulty is felt in regard to Geographies. 
Among so many rivals to favor, who can say with assurance this 
one is the best. Still, in my opinion some change will soon be 
imperative, if our scholars are to enjoy all the advantages they 
are entitled too. Now that the town has to pay for the new 
books, when an exchange is made, one great objection on the 
part of parents who complained of .the expense, should be with- 
drawn. It is gratifying to believe that the town would cheerful- 
ly pay any reasonable sum for improving the education of our 
children. The average number of months our schools have been 
kept for the year, falls short of what was intended, which was 
eight and one-half months. As it is, we have had only eight 
months and one-fifth throughout the town. This deficiency can 
be made up in the summer term. Eight months and one-half, on 
the average, will doubtless give us as much school time as can be 
made profitable. For the future benefit of our schools, I can only 
suggest, that they receive as careful supervision, as the circum- 
stances will admit. A school will not r.un itself, but like a ship 
requires watching, or it will soon run itself on shore. The plan 
of letting the helm swing, while every body attends to their own 
business, will not answer on ship board, nor in school affairs. 
That when teachers are engaged, care should be taken that they 
have some experience in teaching, and some acquaintance with 
the methods now in use in all advanced schools, will require no 
further urging in this report.    It is no doubt true of some of our 
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winter schools, that they are. attended by boys, whose summer 
pursuits somewhat affect their behavior when gathered to the 
school for the winter months. This particular element should be 
considered in selecting a teacher, if any good is to be done to the 
lads themselves. 

A more frequent meeting of the Committee to confer with 
each other upon school matters, would I am inclined to think 
have a good effect. 

It is considered quite a burden to some, to serve on the School 
Committee and sometimes called a thankless office,—but I hope 
in this Centennial year, we shall all pledge ourselves to renewed 
interest in so important a duty as the management and advance- 
ment of our public schools, reflecting in the meanwhile that the 
hope of a better future is before us. 

The following statistics show the whole number of scholars, 
length of term, names of teachers, average attendance, number of 
visitors, etc., in each school in town. 

.  WEST DENNIS. 

SUMMER TEEM.—Grammar Department, taught by Martha H. 
Coombs ; length of term, 3| months; whole number of schollars, 
51; average attendance, 35 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 12 ; 
number of visitors, 24; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz., 
Elvira N. Baker. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Nettie Chase; length of 
term, 5 months ; whole number of scholars, 64 ; average atten- 
dance, 43; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visi- 
tors, 19; scholars neither absent nor tardy, .1, viz., Flora B. 
Kelley. 

Primary Department, taught by Mary B. Taylor; length of 
term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 82; average attend- 
ance, 62; number of visitors, 60; number of scholars under 5 
years, 1, over 15 years, 0. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Elnathan 
D. Howes; length of term, 3^ months; whole number of schol- 
ars, 70; average attendance, 65; under 5 years, 0;   over 15 years, 



39; number of visitors, 98 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 
21, viz., Louisa H. Weyser, Lizzie E. Chase, Lizzie "W. Thacher, 
Abbie K. Studley, Elvira 1ST. Baker, Emily B. Hall, Hattie M. 
Baxter, Ruth C. Crowell, Andrew H. Baker, Otis D. Chase, Her- 
bert D. Crowell, Chester H. Baker, James T. Baker, Alton W. 
Crowell, Samuel W. Small, Elma D. Sears, Alpheus T. Baxter, 
Elias Richardson, John Richardson, Hiram T. Crowell, Charles 
Weyser. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Nellie A. Howes; length of 
term, 3^ months; whole number of scholars, 65; average attend- 
ance, til ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors 
45 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 8, viz., Rebecca M. Baker, 
Louisa M. Baker, Sarah Sears, Millie Garfield, Eddie E. Kelley, 
David P. Studley, Dexter O'Neil, Irving O'Neil. 

Primary Department, taught by Mary B. Taylor; length of 
term, 3J months; whole number of scholars, 68; average attend- 
ance, 53; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
36; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz., Thomas P. Crowell, 
Luther Eisk. 

DENNIS PORT. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by S. A. Hay- 
ward ; length of term, 4J months; whole number of scholars, 
50 ; average attendance, 40; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 7; 
number of visitors, 47; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz., 
Lula E. Joy. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary E. Baker, length of 
term, 4J months ; whole number of scholars, 55 ; average attend- 
ance, 48; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
55 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz., Meha Kerien, Nel- 

""Ke Sears, Georgia W. Howes, Nomie B. Baker, Laura M. Kelley. 
Primary Department, taught by Clarina S. Taylor; length of 

term, 4J months; whole number of scholars, 70; average attend- 
ance, 57 ; under 5 years, 1; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors 
25 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz., Lotie B. Nicker- 
son, Charles B. Long. 
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WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Zemira 
Baker; length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 
63 ; average attendance, 50; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 32; 
number of visitors, 27. 

Intermediate Department, taught, by Elias W. Chase; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 60; average at- 
tendance 47; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 4; number of 
visitors, 21. 

Primary Department, taught by Mary C. Jenkins; length of 
term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 50; average attend- 
ance, 39; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
26; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 4, viz., Lincoln Joy, George 
W. Howes, Luther Whittemore, Ida Kelley. 

Sub-Primary Department, taught by Clarina T. Taylor; length 
of term, 4 months; whole Lumber of scholars, 64; average at- 
tendance, 48; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of 
visitors, 20. 

SOUTH   DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—High School, taught by C. H. Watson and 
Wm. S. Barnum; length of term, 5 months; whole number of 
scholars, 35 ; average attendance, 27; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 
years, 9; number of visitors, 32. 

Primary Department, taught by Grace P. Welden; length of 
term, 5 months ; whole number of scholars, 53; average attend- 
ance, 45 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 
50; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 14, viz., Susie H. Enos, 
Jennie Eogers-, Maud M. .Nickerson, Gertie Kelley, Susie K. 
Chase, Mattie Studley, Gertie F. Hallett, Charlie F. Baker, Geo. 
A. Chase, Willie E. Allister, Prank 0. Nickerson, Isaiah (sTickerson, 
John Baxter, Manuel Silver. 

WINTER TERM.—High School, taught by Wm. S. Barnum; 
length of term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 51; aver- 
age attendance, 39; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 17 ; number 
of visitors, 38;  scholars neither absent nor tardy, 4, viz., Emma 
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P. Bangs, Louisa H. Baxter, Jessie H. Raybold, Emma T. Smith. 
Primary Department, taught by Grace F. Welden; length of 

term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 60 ; average attend- 
ance, 50 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 
49; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 7, viz., Nellie S. Kelley, Josie 
Silver, Manuel Silver, Gertie T. Hallett, Joseph L. Thacher, 
Charlie P. Baker, Frank C. Nickerson. 

DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Susan E. 
Hall; length of term 4-J months ; whole number of scholars, 36 ; 
average attendance, 29; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 4; num- 
ber of visitors, 24 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 4, viz., Susan 
E. Hall, Eliza P. Howes, Willie H. Bain, Chester Hall. 

Primary Department, taught by Flora Howes; length of term, 
4^ months ; whole number of scholars, 34; average attendance, 
30 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 19; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 4, viz., Deborah H. Hall, Willie 
M. Stone, Barney H. Bain, Osborn L. Hall. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Herbert 
Hutchinson ; length of term, 3-J- months ; whole number of schol- 
ars, 52 ; average attendance, 47; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 
15; number of visitors, 65 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy 
13, viz., Willie H. Bain, Barnabas C. Hall, Chester Hall, Wilfred 
A. Hall, Daniel N. Howes, Frank W. Howes, Nathan A. Howes, 
Abbie W. Howes, Eliza F. Howes, Ida M. Howes, Lizzie L. 
Howes, Minnie A. Howes, Lydia A. Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of term, 
3^ months ; whole number of scholars, 33; average attendance, 
29; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 34; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz., Irene M. Hall, Emma 
G. Hall, Barnabas H. Bain, J. Frank Ellis, Louis I. Howes. 
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EAST DENNIS. 

SUMMBE TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by L. Angie 
Wilber; length of term, 4-J months ; whole number of scholars, 
32 ; average attendance, 24; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 3; 
number of visitors, 44; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz., 
Frazier Eiley, Zenas N. Lord, Lydia C. Eiley. 

Primary Department, taught by Bessie G. Chapman, length of 
term, 4-| months ; whole number of scholars, 46 ; average attend- 
ance, 36 ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 
42; scholars neither absent nor tardy, ], viz., Helen M. Dorley. 

WINTER TEEM.—Grammar Department, taught by Wm. H. 
Brooks; length of term, 3-J months ; whole number of scholars, 
42 ; average attendance, 38 ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 9 ; 
number of visitors, 50; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 13, viz., 
Ellery Smalley, Zoheth B. Howes, Frederick Sears, Willie Dorley, 
Wallace Smalley, Joseph Hedge, Orrin Sears, Carrie Kelley, 
Bessie E. Howes, Lydia Eiley, Elsie Sears, Bessie Doiiey, Emma 
Hall. 

Primary Department, taught by Bessie G. Chapman; length of 
term, 3^ months ; whole number of scholars, 44; average attend- 
ance, 36; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
36 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 4, viz., George C. Chap- 
man, N. Clarence Clark, Susan E. Sears, Annie E. Wright. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

Number of Public Schools in towns,        .           .           . 13 
"         different scholars of all ages  in the  Public 

Schools in Summer,           .           .           . 608 
"         different scholars, do., in Winter,      .           . 722 

Average attendance in Summer,                           * 476 
"  Winter,     .... 602 

'  Number attending under 5 years of age during the year, 2 
oyer 15 years       "       "               " 151 

"     of persons in town on  May 1st, 1875, between 
the ages of 5 and 15 years,         k .           . 637 

"           scholars neither absent nor tardy in Summer, 36 
"               "           "           "               "         Winter, 83 
"           male teachers in Summer, - .            .           . 2 
"           female    "                   "           .      ,    .           . 10 
"           male       "            Winter,      ... 6 
"           female    "                 "... 7 
"          different male teachers during the year,       . 8 
"              "        female   "           "              "       '   . 12 

fel 
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THOS. P. HOWES, Superintendent. 




