
REPORT 

OF THE 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 

ISYCBY* 

YARMOUTH  PORT, MASS.: 
REGISTER  STEAM JOB PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT. 

187"?. 

■■wm 



^■^■■M 



REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

4]>ill III H   U 

FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 

»B 

YARMOUTH  PORT, MASS.: 
REGISTER   STEAM JOB  PRINTING  ESTABLISHMENT. 

1877. 

I 





REPORT 

Members of the School Committee— 

The following report of the Superintendent of Schools for the 
town of Dennis is respectfully submitted : 

(Since my last report, the Dennis Port school house has been 
re-floored, and as far as the main building is concerned is in fair 
order. The out-buildings are not what they should be, nor at all 
upon an equality with those belonging to other .school houses in 
town. 

You are aware that our financial school year does not coincide 
with the year comprised in our school reports. The report of the 
former year is printed with the Selectmen's statement of the ex- 
penses of the town of Dennis, and ends with the 30th of Novem- 
ber, 1876. The length and cost of our schools are shown for the 
year in that financial report. It will show that our schools have 
been kept eight and one-half months throughout the town, exclu- 
sive of the High School at West Dennis, which has been kept nine 
months. This is about the average length of schools for the 
State, and is perhaps as long as they can be profitably maintained in 
Dennis. In accordance with a vote of the school committee, the 
Readers and Spellers previously in use have been exchanged. 
The Hillard Readers have been substituted for the Sanders, and 
Monroe Spellers have been adopted. It has been the practice to 
keep at Dennis Port during the Winter Term four schools; the 
intermediate, with quite an umber of boys, who only attend school 
for the Winter, being taught by a male teacher.   For the Sum- 



mer Term three schools only have been kept; although by that 
plan crowded schools have been the result. Last Summer it was 
thought best to have four schools for the entire year, employing 
female teachers for all but the grammar school. It is now pro- 
posed to make a similar arrangement with the West Dennis 
schools, which are in a crowded condition. With this change in 
view, which would involve the expense of another primary teacher, 
an addition to our usual appropriation for schools was asked for, 
and readily granted by the town. It is to be hoped that money 
So freely given will be judiciously expended, and the beneficial 
result, illustrate the truth of the scriptural maxim, "He that sow- 
eth bountifully shall also reap bountifully." 

Our position with regard to the management of truant children 
is about what it was last year, although some attempts have been 
made to make some satisfactory arrangement by which the evils of 
truancy might be abated. It is a matter of regret that we have not 
within our own county a suitable place for the instruction and re- 
straint of idle, vagrant children. And still more desirable is it that 
we should have a public sentiment that would force parents into 
keeping their children at school. A reference to the statistical 
portion of this report will show the average attendance and how 
many scholars and who have their names inscribed upon the 
radiant roll of honor, as being neither absent nor tardy. Some of 
our schools have a very good record in this respect. The number 
of visitors at each school will serve as an index to show the 
amount of interest felt by the citizens and citizenesses generally 
in the different schools. Although our town compares favorably 
with other towns in the county in many respects, and especially 
in school accommodations and school appropriations, still we fall 
far below any ideal standard of excellence. The irregular attend- 
ance of scholars continues to be something sad to contemplate 
and humbling to the pride of a town which provides so liberally 
for the means of education. The blame for this must rest mainly 
upon the parents. How to bring home to their minds a sense of 
their culpability in this matter of the non-attendance of children 
is, so far as I know, an unsolved problem. It is a case where 
reason seems to fail to be a remedy, for parents know better than 



they do. It will be observed that those schools which show the 
most plentiful visitations, have the highest average attendance. 
An indication is afforded by this, of what our schools need, a 
greater amount of parental supervision. A school, like any other 
enterprise, will depend for its success upon the amount and varie- 
ty of the personal energies enlisted in its behalf. 

Quite a number of our teachers have now been employed several 
terms in the same schools, and the benefit of such an arrangement 
is beginning to.be felt. The art of teaching, like any other diffi- 
cult art, can -only be acquired by those who make it their 
business. The vital and essential part of a school is cer- 
tainly the teacher. Professor Robinson of Brown University 
says, "we can better afford to have a wooden head over a college 
than a primary school." I recommend to our teachers, if they 
have opportunity, to visit the schools in our large, towns or cities 
and try to obtain new ideas by observing the improved methods 
of teaching now coming into use. If, as Shakespeare informs us, 
"Home-keeping youths have ever homely wits," it would be well 
for those who instruct youths to sharpen their wits, by a little 
observation abroad. At any rate, every teacher should read some 
Educational Journal, and should feel the duty of self-culture, and 
intellectual activity. I am happy to say that a number of our 
teachers do subscribe for the Journal of Education, and it is not 
a matter of wonder that their schools are among the best. It has 
a good effect also upon schools for the children to read at home, 
some paper or magazine like the Youth's Companion, or the 
Nursery. It enlarges their minds and gives them a comprehen- 
sion of what they are reading, which they must have before they 
can become good readers. 

On the whole, I think I can report our schools as in a tolera- 
bly healthy condition. It is not to be expected that all will 
advance at an equal pace. All scholars are not of the same 
capacity, nor are all teachers possessed of the same ability, neither 
are all the schools of the same quality, or conducted with like 
success. But we have aimed and labored for the best results 
attainable. I am pleased to say that the teachers have, as far as 
I can judge, toiled faithfully and earnestly for the common cause. 
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I am inclined to take a hopeful view of our schools for the future. 
The town shows a spirit of liberality in dealing with school 
appropriations, and the school committee, I am sure, are impressed 
with the importance of their duties, and anxious to see our 
schools raised to a higher plane; and in the hope that it will yet 
be accomplished, we must all live and labor. 

The following statistics show the whole number of scholars, 
length of terms, names of teachers, average attendance, number 
of visitors, etc., in each school: 

WEST DENNIS. 
SUMMER TEEM.—High School, taught by Elnathan D. Howes; 

length of term, 5£ months ; whole number of scholars, 50 ; aver- 
age atteudance, 40 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 14 ; number 
of visitors, 77; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 4, viz: Flora B. 
Kelley, Hattie M. Baxter, Elvira N. Baker, Marion Fisk. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Nellie A. Howes ; length 
of term, 5A months; whole number of scholars, 64; average at- 
tendance, 57; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 35 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: Luther Fisk, 
Olive H. Baxter, Sebecca M. Baker. 

Primary Department, taught  by Eldora  Matthews ; length  of 
term, b\ months ; whole number of scholars, 71; average attend- 
ance, 58^; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors 
48 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz : William B. Chalks, 
Bichard Chalks. 

WINTER TERM.—High School, taught by Elnathan D. Howes; 
length of term, 3J months ; whole number of scholars, 61; aver- 
age attendance, 57 ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 33 ; number 
of visitors, 115; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 13, viz.: John 
Megathlin, Charles H. Weyser, Elvira N. Baker, Hattie M. Bax- 
ter, Grace M. Crowell, Euth C. Crowell, Celia M. Crowell, Louisa 
J. Hall, Addie E. Hall, Marion Fisk, Abbie "A. Studley, Susie M. 
Thacher, Flora B. Kelley. 



Intermediate Department, taught by Nellie A. Howes ; length 
of term, 3| months; whole number of scholars, 63 ; average 
attendance, 57; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of 
visitors, 38; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Curtis 
Crowell, Luther Fisk. 

Primary Department, taught by Eldora Matthews; length of 
term, 3£ months; whole number of scholars. 70; average attend- 
ance, 59 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
34; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: Thomas F.Growell, 
Benjamin P. Eaton, William B. Chalks. * 

DENNIS POET. 

SUMMER TERM. — Grammar Department, taught by Everett 
Harris; length of term, 4^ months; whole number of scholars, 
48; average attendance, 32; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 7; 
number of visitors, 5. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary C. Jenkins; length 
of term, 4^ months; whole number of scholars, 56; average at- 
tendance, 43; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of vis- 
itors, 9. 

Primary Department, taught by Henrietta W. Baker; length 
of term, 4-£ months; whole number of scholars, 42; average at- 
tendance, 31|; under 5 years, 0;  over 15 years, 0; number of 

'visitors, 15; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Abbie D. 
Eldridge, Ezra F. Kelley. 

Sub-Primary, taught by Emily S. Howes; length of term, 3 
months; whole number of scholars, 45; average attendance, 30; 
under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 8. 

"WINTER TERM. — Grammar Department, taught by Everett 
Harris; length of term, 3£ months; whole number of scholars, 
65; average attendance, 48; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 41; 
number of visitors, 5. 
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Intermediate Department, taught by Elias W. Chase; length 

of term., 3f months; whole number of scholars, 57; average at- 
tendance, 44^; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 9 ; number of 
visitors, 6 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz.: George S. 
Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Mary C. Jenkins; length of 
term, 3-J-months; whole number of scholars, 50 ; average attend- 
ance, 44f; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 11; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 8, viz.: Arthur K. 
Nickerson, Ahira B. Kelley, Lincoln B. Joy, Ezra F. Kelley, Soto 
D. Nickerson, James T. Young, Abbie D. Eldridge, Ida M. Chap- 
man. 

Sub-Primary Department, taught by Henrietta W. Baker; 
length of term, 3^ months; whole number of scholars, C7; aver- 
age attendance, 46 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number 
of visitors, 9; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: Elias C. 
Chase, Eodolphus M. Terry, Bertha L. Crowell. 

SOUTH DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM. — Grammar Department, taught by Wm. S. 
Barnum ; length of term, 4J months ; whole number of scholars, 
51; average attendance, 41-|; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 
15; number of visitors, 45; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 6, 
viz.: Samuel R. Small, Bessie W. Overton, Jessie II. Raybold, 
Effie J. Nickerson, Emma F. Codding, Chester T. Baker. ■    , 

Primary Department, taught by Grace F. Whelden ; length of 
term, 4J months; whole number of scholars, 52; average attend- 
ance, 43; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
16; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 8, viz.: Augusta F. Hal- 
let, Willie F. Allister, Judah W. Baker, James W. Hinckley, 
Tommie B. Kelley, Susie K. Chase, Carrie M. Codding. 

WINTER TERM. — Grammar Department, taught by Wm. S. 
Barnum ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 
59; average attendance, 45§§; under 5 years, 0;  over 15 years, 



20; number of visitors, 53; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5 
v-iz.: Joseph L. Thacher, Willis Thacher, Jessie H. Ray bold, 
Emma T. Smith, Effie J. Nickerson. 

Primary Department, taught by Grace P. Whelden; length of 
term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 51; average attend- 
ance, 40; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors ; 
40; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 11, viz.: Gertie N. Kelley, 
Maud M. Nickerson, Carrie M. Codding, Helen M. Baxter, Willie 
P. Allister, Alpheus B. Brooks, Miller Nickerson, Frank C. Nick- 
erson, Judah W. Baker, Manuel Silva, Joseph Silva. 

DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Mary J. 
Ray; length of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 45 
average attendance, 36;   under 5 years, 0;   over 15  years, 12 
number of visitors, 40 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 7, viz. 
Frank W. Howes, Chester Hall, Lewis Swift, Abbie W. Howes, 
Lillian E. Howes, Minnie A. Howes, Abbie C. Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of 
term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 41; average attend- 
ance, 36; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
62; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.: Osborne L. Hall, 
Martha D. Howes, Sophia G. Raynor, Alfred E. Howes, Harvey 
L. Howes. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by B. F. Rob- 
inson ; length of term, 3f months; whole number of scholars, 45 
average attendance, 40;   under 5 years, 0;   over 15 years, 27 
number of visitors, 58; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 13, viz. 
Wendall S. Howes, Willie H. Bain, Chester Hall, Lewis H. Swift, 
Carrie M. Hall, Abbie C. Howes, Eliza F. Howes, Ida M. Howes, 
Lillian E. Howes, Ollie A. Howes, Sarah L. Howes, Lizzie L. 
Howes, Mary F. Hall. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of term, 
3f months; whole number of scholars, 36;   average attendance, 
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3l£; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 57; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 11, viz.: Barnabas H. Bain, J. 
Frank Ellis, George P. Greenleaf, Alfred E. Howes, Osborne L. 
Hall, F. Burnham Hall, Charles E. Hall, Wm. M. Stone, Fred S. 
Kent, Nellie S. Howes, Emma G. Hall. 

EAST DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM. — Grammar Department, taught by Julia F. 
Cutter; length of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 35 ; 
average attendance, 25£; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 8; 
number of visitors, 37. 

Primary Department, taught by Bessie G. Chapman; length of 
term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 47; average attend- 
ance, 34/y; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 45; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Henry B. 
Sears, Marinda Howes. 

WINTER  TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by John E. 
Pratt; length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 38 
average attendance, 33£; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 15 
number of visitors, 50; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz. 
N. Clarence Clark. 

Primary Department, taught by Ellen M. Kelley; length of 
term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 42; average attend- 
ance, 35^; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 
53; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.: Ernest L. Sears, 
T. Walter Sears, David H. Sears, Warren F. Hall, Helen M. 
Dorley. 



I, 

11 

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 

Number of Public Schools in town, 
"        " different scholars of all ages in the Public 
Schools in Summer, 

Number of different scholars in Winter, 
Average attendance in Summer, 

« " Winter, . 
Number of scholars attending under 5 years of age, 

"        "        " " over 15 years,   . 
"        "        "    neither absent nor tardy in Summer 
«        "        " " "        "      "     " Winter, 
"        " persons in town on May 1, 1876, between 
the ages of 5 and 15 years, 

Number of male teachers in Summer.  . 
"        " female teachers in Summer, 
"        " male teachers in Winter,    . 
"        " female teachers in Winter, . 
"        " different male teachers during the year, 
"        " different female teachers during the year, 

13 

647 
704 
509 
582 

00 
190 

39 
76 

628 
3 

10 
6 
7 
6 
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THOMAS P. HOWES, Superintendent 

THOS. P. HOWES, 
C. M. HULBEET, 
B. M. NICKERSON, 
JOSEPH P. TEACHER, 
DOANE KELLEY, 
DAVID EISK, 
LUTHER HALL, 
F. D. HOMER, 
JOSHUA CEO WELL, JE., 
JOSHUA P. WIXON, 

School Committee. 


