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REPORT; 

To the /School Committee of Dennis: 
I have the honor to present for your consideration my fifth 

annual report. 
As the care of the school houses devolves upon the school 

committee, it may be proper to speak of their condition. The 
Dennis house has, for sometime, needed repairs upon the belfry. 
Last fall those repairs were made : the roof has also been shin- 
gled, upon one side, and the other side will require the same thing 
done this summer or fall. 

The Dennis Port house stands in need of larger and more con- 
venient out-buildings ; and the Primary school-room should be 
furnished with desks, particularly, as now, the scholars have, and 
use slates, which makes the present arrangement of seals without 
desks quite inconvenient. I believe the*other school buildings re- 
quire no extensive outlay at present; they are good substantial ed- 
ifices, viewed from the outside, and are gradually assuming an 
attractive appearance within, although there is no profusion of 
school apparatus ; still there are globes, maps, and musical instru- 
ments in them all. 

During the past winter, through private liberality, three of the 
grammar schools have been furnished with Appletoir's Ency- 
clopedia. 

It would be a great boon to the schools, if there was a library 
in each building, selected with special reference to the intellect- 
ual wants of the scholars. 



Much is said, and. written just now, about new methods of 
instruction, and new departures in educational training. As 
I understand the object aimed at by the promoters of the new 
plans, they are to enable the child to attain skill in all school 
exercises, by constantly doing. The scholar is given a slate and 
begins to write ; the teacher puts words or sentences on the black- 
board, and the pupil copies them on his slate, and so by constant 
practice, learns to write and to read what he has written. 

The way they say to teach, is to teach, and not simply to hear 
lessons; to awaken the mind to a perception of ideas by objects, 
rather than by words, which are only the expression of ideas. 

I have encouraged our teachers to adopt whatever in the new 
methods, seemed practicable in our schools; and it seems 
to mti that some improvement has been made in onr ways of 
teaching. 

The Primary scholars now, have slates and are interested in 
writing; teachers take pains to have them understand what they 
read, and a more natural way of teaching is getting common to 
all our schools. 

Our teachers know what is going on in the educational world, 
and are ready to welcome any new suggestions that promises 
success. 

No method or system, however good, can succeed, without earn- 
est and competent teachers, and plenty of time must be given to 
show its merits. Besides, it requires (to be successful) to be 
carried on by teachers who awe not exchanged often. A change of 
teachers, unless for the purpose of getting rid of poor ones, is al- 
ways to be avoided. The new teacher cannot take the work where 
his predecessor left it. It has been our good fortune to retain sever- 
al good teachers, for a number of years, and their schools are the 
best. It is gratifying to notice that the parents, in some parts 
of the town are showing their appreciation of the importance of 

. good schools, by their anxiety to keep the best teachers, and by- 
more frequent visits to the school-rooms. 

In regard to text books, complaint is often made, that by long- 
use they are becoming tiresome to teachers and scholars. The 
arithmetics  and geographies are the most ancient; reading from 



histories, magazines or newspapers might  often   be  Substituted 
for the reading books, with good effect. 

One source of annoyance to some of our grammar school teach" 
ers, and a serious hindrance to the progress of their schools is, 
that many of the scholars leave school two or three Weeks before 
it closes. No doubt some are obliged to quit school to follow 
their calling upon the sea, or other pursuits, but others I fear, are 
not compelled to leave, but do so only out of sheer willfulness, 
and ignorance of their intellectual poverty. 

This state of things will be remedied when teaching is made so 
attractive, and the school so pleasant, that children will be drawn 
to it by willing feet, and by their desire for knowledge. Can we 
doubt that such schools are among the possibilities of the future ? 

It will be seen by reference to the statistics of school attendance) 
that it has hardly maintained the average of some former years. 
This is to be accounted for by unusual interruptions from sick« 
ness among the scholars. 

I know we have some schools, where, as a rule, the scholars who 
can, all attend school; perhaps when We have a truant committee, 
some of this absenteeism may be reduced. 

There ought to be more regular attendance upon our schools 
and closer attention on the part of teachers to punctuality in the 
scholars. There should, also, be greater stress placed upon good 
reading, and written exercises should be more attended to, with the 
view of acquiring correct habits of speaking and writing. Les* 
sons should be illustrated from the black-board as much as time 
will allow, and a spirit of life infused into the teaching, generally, 
This appears to be needed for efficiency. Our schools, although, 
perhaps, on an average, as good as in towns similarly situated, and 
certainly not deteriorating, are far from being as good as they ought 
to be. To elevate them to a higher plane, should be the aim of 
every inhabitant of the town. And if we can awaken public in- 
terest in the schools, we shall improve them. Indifference crip- 
ples the best system. Interest in schools and their improvement, 
go hand in hand.    Ponder upon this, friends of education. 

The following statistics show the whole number of scholars, 
length of terms, names of teachers, average attendance, number of 
visitors, etc., in each school. 

.# 



WEST DENNTS. 
SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by C. W. Rob* 

inson; length of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 42; 
average attendance, 26f; under 5 years, 0; over 15,5; number 
of visitors, 25 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Elvira 
Baker, Ada Baxter. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Grace F. Whelden ; length 
of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 37; average at* 
tendance, 29^; under 5 years, 0 ; 0Vei^l5, 0 ; number of visitors 
28; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Amos F. Chase and 
Addie B. Gartield. 

Primary Department, taught by Eldora Matthews; length of 
term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 73; average attend- 
ance, 4tif; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 0; number of visitors, 26. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by C. W. 
Robinson; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 
33 ; average attendance, 20£ ; under 5 years, 0; over ] 5 years, 23; 
number of visitors, 46. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Grace F. Whelden ; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 55; average at- 
tendance, 47£; under 5 years, 0; over 15,1; number of visitors, 
26; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 6, viz.: Willie H. Crowell, 
Tommie F. Crowell, Charlie B. Crowell, Amos F. Chase, Olive 
Baxter and Ada Baxter. 

Primary Department, taught by Eldora Matthews; length of 
term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 66; average attend- 
ance, 49f; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 0; number of visitors, 49; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.: Joseph P. Chase, Leon- 
ard T. Crowell, Bertha Crowell, Grace Crowell, Susie E. Crowell. 

DENNIS PORT. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by S. A, Hay- 
ward; length of term, 4| months; whole number of scholars, 37 ; 
average attendance, 29$; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 13: 
number of visitors, 18. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary 0. Jenkins; length 
of term, 4^ months; whole number of scholars, 34;   average at- 



tendance, 28 ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15, 0 ; number of visitors, 27. 
Primary Department, taught by Henrietta W. Baker; length of 

term, 4-| months ; whole number of scholars, 40 ; average attend- 
ance, 38 ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors) 
13. 

Sub-Primary Department, taught by Emily S. Howes; length 
of term, 4-| months ; whole number of scholars, 62; average at- 
tendance, 44 ; under 5 years 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of vis- 
itors, 26. 

WIXTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by S. A. Hay- 
Ward; length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 51 ; 
average attendance, 41; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 36; number 
of visitors, 70; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Lizzie 
Small and Eddie B. Kelley. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary C. Jenkins; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 42; average at- 
tendance, 364;; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 8; number of 
Visitors, 16; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: James P. 
Young, Ida Chapman and Abbie D. Eldridge. 

Primary Department, taught by A. B.Joy; length of term, 4 
months; whole number of scholars, 48; average attendance, 37; 
Under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 26 ; schol- 
ars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: Joseph Peterson, Charles 
Long and Clinton Howes. 

Sub-Primary Department, taught by Emily S. Peirce; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 59; average at- 
tendance, 44|; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of 
visitors, 34. 

SOUTH DENNIS. 
SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Charles J. 

Steele; length of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 45 ; 
average attendance, 28; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 12; 
number of visitors, 2; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz.: 
Willie Allister. 

Primary Department, taught-by Ellen H. Hnderwood; length 
of term, 5 months ; whole number of scholars,   59 ;   average   at,- 



tendance, 40; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of vis- 
itors, 9. 

WINTER TEEM.—Grammar Department, taught by Charles J. 
Steele ; length of term, 3-| months; whole number of scholars, 42; 
average attendance, 35§; under 5 years; over 15 years, 16; num- 
ber of visitors, 21. 

Primary Department, taught by Ellen H. Underwood ; length 
of term, 3J months ; whole number of scholars, 63 ; average at- 
tendance, 40J; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 1; number of 
Visitors, 20. 

DENNIS. 
SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Mary J. 

Say ; length of term, 4| months ; whole number of scholars, 27 ; 
average attendance, 22f; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 1; 
number of visitors, 50 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: 
Prank W. Howes, Willie L. Howes and Nellie S. Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of 
term 4^-; months; whole number of scholars, 39; average attend- 
ance, 33^; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 79; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Prank B. 
Hall and Martha D. Howes. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by J. P. Lewis ; 
length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 33.; average 
attendance, 30-|; under 5 years of age, 0 ; over 15 years, 11; 
number of visitors, 110 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.; 
Willie H. Bain, Willie M. Stone, Barnabas Bain, Abbie W. 
Howes and Irene M. Hall. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of term, 
4 months; whole number of scholars, 39; average attendance, 
31^; under'5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 100; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 8, viz.: Irving E. Hall, Ozzie 
L. Hall, Charlie E. Hall, Louis I. Howes, John T. Howes, (Jlara 
B. Howes, Olive 0. Howes and Emelyn H. Stone. 

EAST DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—High School, taught by Wm. P. II ay ward ; 
length of term, 4-£ months; whole '.lumber of scholars, 48 ; average 

v*i 



attendance 38f ; under 5 years of age, 0 ; over 15 years of age, 14 ; 
number of visitors, 37; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: 
Helen M. Dorley, Fannie J. Howes and Marinda S. Howes, 

Primary Department, taught by Sarah L. Howes ; length, of 
term, 4^ months; whole number of scholars, 45 : average attend- 
ance, 39J-f ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 33; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: David E. 
Sears, Isaiah 0. Sears. E. Wallace Sears. 

WINTER TERM.— High school, taught by Wm. E. Hayward: 
length of term, 4J months ; whole number of scholars. 46; average 
attendance, 37J ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years. 20 ; number of 
visitors, 35. 

Primary Department; taught by Sarah L. Howes; length of 
term, 4-j months; whole number of scholars, 50; average attend- 
ance,* 40; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 33. 

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 

Number of public schools in town, 13 
Number of different scholars of all ages in the public schools. 

fn summer, 594 
Number of different scholars in Winter, 628 
Average attendance in Summer, 441 
Average attendance in Winter, 491 
Number of scholars attending school, under 5 years of age. 0 
Number of scholars attending school over 15 years of age, 120 
Number neither absent nor tardy in summer, 12 
Number neither absent nor tardy HI Winter, 47 
Number of persons in town on May, 1879, between the ages 

of 5 and 15 years, 590 
Number of male teachers in summer, 4 
Number of female teachers in summer, 9 
Number of male teachers in Winter, 6 
Number of female teachers in winter, 7 
Different male teachers during the year, 6 
Different female teachers during the year, 8 

THOMAS P. HOWES, Superintendent. 
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REPORT. 

To the School Committee of Dennis: 
I have the honor to present for your consideration my fifth 

annual report. 
As the care of the school houses devolves upon the school 

committee, it may be proper to speak of their condition. The 
Dennis house has, for sometime, needed repairs upon the belfry. 
Last fall those repairs were made; the roof has also been shin* 
gled, upon one side, and the other side will require the same thing 
done this summer or fall. 

The Dennis Port house stands in need of larger and more con> 
venient out-buildings ; and the Primary school-room should be 
furnished with desks, particularly, as now, the scholars have, and 
use slates, which makes the present arrangement of seats without 
desks quite inconvenient. I believe the other school buildings re- 
quire no extensive outlay at present; they are good substantial ed- 
ifices, viewed from the outside, and are gradually assuming an 
attractive appearance within, although there is no profusion of 
school apparatus; still there are globes, maps, and musical instru- 
ments in them all. 

During the past winter, through private liberality, three of the 
grammar schools have been furnished with Appleton's Ency- 
clopedia. 

It would be a great boon to the schools, if there was a library 
in each building, selected with special reference to flic intellect- 
ual wants of the scholars. 



Much is said, and written just now, about new methods of 
instruction, and new departures in educational training. As 
I understand the object aimed at by the promoters of the new 
plans, they are to enable the child to attain skill in all school 
exercises, by constantly doing. The scholar is given a slate and 
begins to write ; the teacher puts words or sentences on the black- 
board, and the pupil copies them on his slate, and so by constant 
practice, learns to write and to read what he has written. 

The way they say to teach, is to toach, and not simply to hear 
lessons ; to awaken the mind to a perception of ideas by objects, 
rather than by Words, which are only the expression of ideas. 

I have encouraged our teachers to adopt whatever in the new 
methods, seemed practicable in our schools; and it seems 
to me that some improvement has been made in our ways of 
teaching. 

The Primary scholars now, have slates and are interested in 
writing; teachers take pains to have them understand what they 
read, and a more natural way of teaching is getting common to 
all our schools. 

Our teachers know what is going on in the educational world, 
and are ready to welcome any new suggestions that promises 
success. 

No method or system, however good, can succeed, without earn- 
est and competent teachers, and plenty of time must be given to 
show its merits. Besides, it requires (to be successful) to be 
carried on by teachers who are not exchanged often. A change of 
teachers, unless for the purpose of getting rid of poor ones, is al- 
ways to be avoided. The new teacher cannot take the work where 
his predecessor left it. It has been our good fortune to retain sever- 
al good teachers, for a number of years, and their schools are the 
best. It is gratifying to notice that the parents, in some parts 
of the town are showing their appreciation of the importance of 
good schools, by their anxiety to keep the best teachers, and by 
more frequent visits to the school-rooms. 

In regard to text books, complaint is often made, that by long 
use'they are becoming tiresome to teachers and scholars. The 
arithmetics and geographies are the most ancient; reading from 



histories, magazines or newspapers might  often   be  substituted 
for the reading books, with good effect.  - 

One source of annoyance to some of our grammar school teach- 
ers, and a serious hindrance to the progress of their schools is, 
that many of the scholars leave school two or three weeks before 
it closes. No doubt some are obliged to quit school to follow 
their calling upon the sea, or other pursuits, but others I fear, are 
not compelled to leave, but do so only out of sheer willfulness, 
and ignorance of their intellectual poverty. 

This state of things will be remedied when teaching is made so 
attractive, and the school so pleasant, that children will be drawn 
to it by willing feet, and by their desire for knowledge. Can we 
doubt that such schools are among the possibilities of the future? 

It will be seen by reference to the statistics of school attendance, 
that it has hardly maintained the average of some former years. 
This is to be accounted for by unusual interruptions from sick- 
ness among the scholars. 

I know we have some schools, where, as a rule, the scholars who 
can, all attend school; perhaps when we have a truant committee, 
some of this absenteeism may be reduced. 

There ought to be more regular attendance upon our schools 
and closer attention on the part of teachers to punctuality in the 
scholars. There should, also, be greater stress placed upon good 
reading, and written exercises should be more attended to, with the 
view of acquiring correct habits of speaking and writing. Les- 
sons should be illustrated from the black-board as much as time 
will allow, and a spirit of life infused into the teaching, generally. 
This appears to be needed for efficiency. Our schools, although, 
perhaps, on an average, as good as in towns similarly situated, and 
certainly not deteriorating, are far from being as good as they ought 
to be. To elevate them to a higher plane, should be the aim of 
every inhabitant of the town. And if we can awaken public in- 
terest in the schools, we shall improve them. Indifference crip- 
ples the best system. Interest in schools and their improvement, 
go hand in hand.    Ponder upon this, friends of education. 

The following statistics show the whole number of scholars, 
length of terms, names of teachers, average attendance, number of 
visitors, etc., in each school. 



6 

WEST DENNIS, 
SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by 0. W. Rob- 

inson; length of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 42; 
average attendance, 26J-; under 5 years, 0; over 15,5; number 
of visitors, 25 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Elvira 
Baker, Ada Baxter. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Grace F. Whelden ; length 
of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 37; average at* 
tendance, 29^-; under 5 years, 0 ; oVe:l'il5, 0; nnriiber of visitors 
28; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Amos F. Chase and 
Addie B. Garfleld. 

Primary Department, taught by Eldora Matthews; length of 
term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 73; average attend- 
ance, 40§; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 0; number of visitors, 26. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by C. W. 
Robinson ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 
33; average attendance, 20£; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 23; 
number of visitors, 46. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Grace P. Whelden ; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 55; average at- 
tendance, 47|; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 1; number of visitors, 
26; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 6, viz.: Willie H. Crowell, 
Tommie F. Crowell, Charlie B. Crowell, Amos F. Chase, Olive 
Baxter and Ada Baxter. 

Primary Department, taught by Eldora Matthews; length of 
term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 60; average attend- 
ance, 49f; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 0; number of visitors. 49; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.: Joseph P. Chase, Leon- 
ard T. Crowell, Bertha Crowell, Grace Crowell, Susie E. Crowell. 

DENNIS PORT. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by S. A. Hay- 
ward ; length of term, 4-i- mouths; whole number of scholars, 37 ; 
average attendance, 29-|; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 13: 
number of visitors, 18. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary C. Jenkins; length 
of term, 4ijr months; whole number of scholars,  34;   average at- 



tendance, 28; under 5 years, 0; over] 5,0; number of visitors, 27. 
Primary Department, taught by Henrietta W. Baker; length of 

term, 4J months; whole number of Scholars, 46 ; average attend- 
ance, 38; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 
13. 

Sub-Primary Department, taught by Emily ;S. HoWes ; length 
of term, 4-| months; whole number of scholars, 62; average at«- 
tendance, 44 ; Under 5 years 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of vis- 
itors, 26. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by S. A. Hay- 
ward; length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 51 ; 
average attendance, 41; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 36 ; number 
of visitors, 70; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Lizzie 
Small and Eddie B. Kelley. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary C. Jenkins; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 42; average at- 
tendance, 364;; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 8; number of 
visitors, 16; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: James F. 
Young, Ida Chapman and Abbie D. Eldridge. 

Primary Department, taught by A. B. Joy ;   length of term, 4 
.months; whole number of scholars, 48; average attendance, 37; 
Under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 26 ; schol- 
ars neither absent nor tardy,  3,  viz.:   Joseph   Peterson.   Charles 
Long and Clinton Howes. 

Sub-Primary Department, taught by Emily S. Peirce; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars; 59; average at- 
tendance, 44f; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of 
visitors, 34. 

SOUTH DENNIS. 
SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Charles J. 

Steele; length of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 45; 
average attendance, 28; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 12; 
number of visitors, 2; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz.: 
Willie Allister. 

Primary Department, taught by Ellen H. Underwood; length 
of term, 5 months ; whole number of scholars,   59;   average  at- 

7 



tendance, 40 ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of vis- 
itors, 9. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Charles J. 
Steele ; length of term, 3£ months ; whole number of scholars, 42; 
average attendance, 35§; under 5 years; over 15 years, ]6; num- 
ber of visitors, 21. 

Primary Department, taught by Ellen H. Underwood ; length 
of term, 3^ months ; whole number of scholars, 63 ; average at- 
tendance, 40-f; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 1; number of 
visitors, 20. 

DENNIS. 
SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department,  taught  by  Mary J. 

Ray ; length of term, \\ months ; whole number of scholars, 27 
average  attendance,   22£; under 5  years,  0; over 15   years,   1 
number of visitors, 50 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3,   viz. 
Frank W. Howes, Willie L. Howes and Nellie S. Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of 
term 4|; months; whole number of scholars, 39; average attend- 
ance, 33^ ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visit- 
ors, 79; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Prank B. 
Hall and Martha D. Howes. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by J. F. Lewis ; 
length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 33 ; average 
attendance, 30^; under 5 years of age, 0; over 15 years, 11; 
number of visitors, 110 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.:' 
Willie H. Bain, Willie M. Stone, Barnabas Bain, Abbie W. 
Howes and Irene M. Hall. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of term, 
4 months; whole number of scholars, 39 ; average attendance, 
31 ^„ ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 100 ; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 8, viz.: Irving E. Hall, Ozzie 
L. Hall, Charlie E. Hall, Louis I. Howes, John T. Howes, Clara 
B. Howes, Olive 0. Howes and Emelyn H. Stone. 

EAST DENNIS. 

SUMMER  TERM.—High School, taught by Wm. F.  Hay ward; 
length of term, 4-J months; whole '.mmber of scholars, 48 ; average 



attendance 38§; under 5 years of age, 0 ; over 15 years of age, 14: 
number of visitors, 37; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: 
Helen M. Dorley, Fannie J. Howes and Marinda S. Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Sarah L. Howes ; length of 
term, 4£ months ; whole number of scholars, 45 ; average attend- 
ance, 39JJ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 33; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: David E. 
Sears, Isaiah C. Sears, E. Wallace Sears. 

WTNTKK TEKM.—High school, taught by Wm. F. Hay ward : 
length of term, 4 J months ; whole number of scholars. 46 ; average 
attendance, 37| ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 20 ; number of 
visitors, 35. 

Primary Department, taught by Sarah L. Howes ; length of 
term, 4-J months; whole number of scholars, 50 ; average attend- 
ance, 40; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 33. 

 ♦  

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 
Number of public schools in town, 13 
Number of different scholars of all ages in the public schools, 

in summer, 594 
Number of different scholars in Winter, 628 
Average attendance in Summer, 441 
Average attendance in Winter, 491 
Number of scholars attending school, under 5 years of age, 0 
Number of scholars attending school over 15 years of age, 120 
Number neither absent nor tardy in summer, 12 
Number neither absent nor tardy in Winter, 47 
Number of persons in town on May, 1879, between the ages 

of 5 and 15 years, 590 
Number of male teachers in summer, 4 
Number of female teachers in summer,' 9 
Number of male teachers in Winter, 6 
Number of female teachers in winter, 7 
Difierent male teachers during the year, 6 
Different female teachers during the year, 8 

THOMAS P. HOWES, Superintendent.. 
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REPORT. 

To the School Committee of Dennis: 
I have the honor to present for your consideration my fifth 

annual report. 
As the care of the school houses devolves upon the school 

committee, it may be proper to speak of their condition. The 
Dennis house has, for sometime) needed repairs upon the belfry. 
Last fall those repairs were made; the roof has also been shin- 
gled, upon one side, and the other side will require the same thing 
done this summer^or fall. 

The Dennis Port house stands in need of larger and more con- 
venient out-buildings ; and the Primary school-room should lie 
furnished with desks, particularly, as now, the scholars have, and 
use slates, which makes the present arrangement of seats without 
desks quite inconvenient. I believe the other school buildings re- 
quire no extensive outlay at present; they are good substantial ed- 
ifices, viewed from the outside, and are gradually assuming an 
attractive appearance within, although there is no profusion of 
school apparatus ; still there are globes, maps, and musical instru- 
ments in them all. 

During the past winter, through private liberality, three of the 
grammar schools have been furnished with Applelon's Ency- 
clopedia. 

It would be a great boon to the schools, if there was a library 
in each building, selected with special reference to the intellect- 
ual wants of the scholars. 

J 



Much is said, and written just now, about new methods of 
instruction, and new departures in educational training. As 
I understand the object aimed at by the promoters of the new 
plans, they are to enable the child to attain skill in all school 
exercises, by constantly doing. The scholar is given a slate and 
begins to write ; the teacher puts words or sentences on the black' 
board, and the pupil copies them on his slate, and so by constant 
practice, learns to write and to read what he has-written. 

The way they say to teach, is to teach, and not simply to hear 
lessons ; to awaken the mind to a perception of ideas by objects, 
rather than by words, which are only the expression of ideas. 

I have encouraged our teachers to adopt whatever in the new 
methods, seemed practicable in our schools; and it seems 
to me that some improvement has been made in our ways of 
teaching. 

The Primary scholars now, have slates and are interested in 
writing; teachers take pains to have them understand what they 
read, and a more natural way of teaching is getting common to 
all our schools. 

Our teachers know what is going on in the educational world, 
and are ready to welcome any new suggestions that promises 
success. 

No method or system, however good, can succeed, without earn- 
est and competent teachers, and plenty of time must be given to 
show its merits. Besides, it requires (to be successful) to be 
carried on by teachers who are not exchanged often. A change of 
teachers, unless for the purpose of getting rid of poor ones, is al- 
ways to be avoided. The new teacher cannot take the work where 
his predecessor left it. It has been our good fortune to retain sever- 
al good teachers, for a number of years, and their schools are* the 
best. It is gratifying to notice that the parents, in some parts 
of the town are showing their appreciation of the importance of 
good schools, by their anxiety to keep the best teachers, and by 
more frequent visits to the school-rooms. 

In regard to text books, complaint is often made, that by long 
use they are becoming tiresome to teachers and scholars. The 
arithmetics and geographies are the most ancient; reading from 



histories, magazines or newspapers  might  often   be  substituted 
for the reading books, with good effect. 

One. source of annoyance to some of our grammar school teach* 
ers. and a serious hindrance to the progress of their schools is, 
that many of the scholars leave school two or three weeks before 
it closes. No doubt some are obliged to quit school to follow 
their calling upon the sea, or other pursuits, but others I fear, are 
not compelled to leave, but do so only out of sheer willfulness, 
and ignorance of their intellectual poverty. 

This state of things will be remedied when teaching is made so 
attractive, and the school so pleasant, that children will be drawn 
to it by willing feet, and by their desire for knowledge. Can we 
doubt that such schools are among the possibilities of the future? 

It will be seen by reference to the statistics of school attendance, 
that it has hardly maintained the average of some former years. 
This is to be accounted for by unusual interruptions from sick» 
ness among the scholars. 

I know we have some schools, where, as a rule, the scholars Who 
can, all attend school; perhaps when we have a truant committee, 
some of this absenteeism may be reduced. 

There ought to be more regular attendance upon our schools 
and closer attention on the part of teachers to punctuality in the 
scholars. There should, also, be greater stress placed upon good 
reading, and written exercises should be more attended to, with the 
view of acquiring correct habits of speaking and writing. Les- 
sons should be illustrated from the black-board as much as time 
will allow, and a- spirit of life infused into the teaching, generally. 
This appears to be needed for efficiency. Our schools, although, 
perhaps, on an average, as good as in towns similarly situated, and 
certainly not deteriorating, are far from being as good as they ought 
to be. To elevate them to a higher plane, should be the aim of 
every inhabitant of the town. And if we can awaken public in* 
terest in the schools, we shall improve them. Indifference crip- 
ples the best system. Interest in schools and their improvement, 
go hand in hand.    Ponder upon this, friends of education. 

The following statistics show the whole number of scholars, 
length of terms, names of teachers, average attendance, number of 
visitors, etc., in each school. 



WEST DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by C. W. Rob- 
inson ; length of term, o mouths: whole number of scholars; 42; 
average attendance, 26*: under 5 years, 0; over 15,5; number 
of visitors, 25; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Elvira 
Baker, Ada Baxter. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Grace F. Whelden ; length 
of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 37; average at- 
tendance, 29^-; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15, 0; number of visitors 
28; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Amos F. Chase and 
Addie B. Gartield. 

Primary Department, taught by Eldora Matthews; length of 
term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 73; average attend- 
ance, 40§; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 0; number of visitors, 20. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by 0. W. 
Robinson ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 
33 ; average attendance, 20J ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 23; 
number of visitors, 46. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Grace F. Whelden ; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 55; average at- 
tendance, 47^; under 5 years, 0; over 15,1; number of visitors, 
20; scholars neither,absent nor tardy, 6, viz.: Willie H. Orowell, 
Tommie F. Orowell, Charlie B. Orowell, Amos F. Chase, Olive 
Baxter and Ada Baxter. 

Primary Department, taught by Eldora Matthews; length of 
term', 4 months; whole number of scholars, 60; average attend- 
ance, 49§; under 5 years, 0: over 15. 0; number of visitors, 49; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.: Joseph P. Chase, Leon- 
ard T. Orowell, Bertha Orowell, Grace Orowell, Susie E. Orowell. 

DENNIS PORT. 

SUMMER TERM.— Grammar Department, taught by S. A. Hay- 
ward; length of term, 44 months: whole number of scholars, 37 ; 
average attendance, 29$; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 13; 
number of visitors, 18. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary O. Jenkins; length 
of term, 4-J-months ;  whole number of scholars,  34;   average at- 



tendance, 28 ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15, 0; number of visitors, 27. 

Primary Department, taught by Plenrietta W. Baker; length of 
term, 4^- months : whole number of scholars, 46 ; average attend- 
ance. 38 ; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0 ; number of visitors, 

13. 
(Sub-Primary Department, taught by Emily S. Howes ; length 

of term, 4^ months;' whole number of scholars, 62; average at- 
tendance, 44; under 5 years 0 ; over 15 years, 0; nnmber of vis\ 
i tors', 26. 

WINTER TERM.-^Grainmar Department, taught by S. A. Hay- 
ward : length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars,  51 
average attendance, 41; under 5 years, 0; over 15, 36;   number 
of visitors, 70; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2. viz.:    Lizzie 
Small and Eddie B. Keller. 

Intermediate Department, taught by Mary C, Jenkins ; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 42; average at- 
tendance, 36^; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years. 8; nnmber of 
visitors, 16: scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: James F. 
Young, Ida Chapman and Abbie D. Eldridge. 

Primary Department, taught by A. B. Joy.; length of term, 4 
months; whole nnmber of scholars, 48; average attendance, 37; 
under 5 years. 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 26 ; schol- 
ars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: Joseph Peterson. Charles 
Long and Clinton Howes. 

Sub-Primary Department, taught by Emily S. Peirce; length 
of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 59; average at- 
tendance, 44f; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of 
visitors, 34. 

SOUTH DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Charles J. 
Steele; length of term, 5 months; whole number of scholars, 45; 
average attendance, 28; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 12; 
number of visitors, 2 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz.: 
Willie Allister. 

Primary Department, taught by Ellen II. Underwood; length 
of term, 5 months ; whole number of scholars,   59;   average   at- 
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tendance, 40 ; tinder 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of Vis* 
itors, 9. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Charles J. 
Steele ; length of term, 3-| months ; whole number of scholars, 42; 
average attendance, 35§; under 5 years; ove*1 15 years, 16; num- 
ber of visitors, 21. 

Primary Department, taught by Ellen H. tJnderwood ; length 
of term, 3|- months ; whole number of scholars, G'3 ; average at- 
tendance, 40f; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 1; number of 
visitors, 20. 

DENNIS. 
SUMMER TEKM.—Grammar Department, taught by Mary J. 

Ray ; length of term, 4r| months ; whole number of scholars, 27 ; 
average attendance, 22J; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 1; 
number of visitors, 50 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: 
Frank W. Howes, Willie L. Howes and Nellie S. Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of 
term 4-£; months; whole number of scholars, 39; average attend- 
ance, 33^; under 5 years, 0 ; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 79; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz.: Prank B. 
Hall and Martha D. Howes. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by J. P. Lewis ; 
length of term, 4 months; whole number of scholars, 33 ; average 
attendance, 30J; under 5 years of age, 0; over 15 years, 11 ; 
number of visitors, 110 ; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 5, viz.: 
Willie H. Bain, Willie M. Stone, Barnabas Bain, Abbie W. 
Howes and Irene M. Hall. 

Primary Department, taught by Susan E. Hall; length of term, 
4 months; whole number of scholars, 39; average attendance, 
31^„ ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visitors, 100; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 8, viz.: Irving E. Hall, Ozzie 
L. Hall. Charlie E. Hall, Louis I. Howes, John T. Howes, Clara 
B. Howes, Olive C. Howes and Emelyn II. Stone. 

EAST DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.— High School, taught by Win. P. Hayward ; 
length of term, 4-£ months; whole vaimber of scholars, 48 ; average 
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attendance 38f; nnder 5 years of age, 0 ; over 15 years of age, 14; 
number of visitors, 37; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: 
Helen M. Dorley, Fannie J. Howes and Marinda S. Howes. 

Primary Department, taught by Sarah L. Howes ; length of 
term, 4i months; whole number of scholars, 45; average attend- 
ance, 39£f j nnder 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 33; scholars neither absent nor tardy, 3, viz.: David E. 
Sears, Isaiah 0. Sears, E. Wallace Sears. 

WINTER TERM.—High school, taught by Win. F. Hay ward; 
length of term, 4\ months ; whole number of scholars. 46 ; average 
attendance, 37£ ; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 20 ; number of 
visitors, 35. 

Primary Department, taught by Sarah L. Howes; length of 
term, 4^ months; whole number of scholars, 50; average attend- 
ance, 40; under 5 years, 0; over 15 years, 0; number of visit- 
ors, 33. 

SUMMARY OE STATISTICS. 
Number of public schools in town, 13 
Number of different scholars of all ages in the public schools, 

in summer, 594 
Number of different scholars in Winter, (>28 
Average attendance in Summer, 441 
Average attendance in Winter, 49] 
Number of scholars attending school, under 5 years of age, 0 
Number of scholars attending school over 15 years of age, 120 
Number neither absent nor tardy in summer, 12 
Number neither absent nor tardy in Winter, 47 
Number of persons in town on May, 1879, between the ages 

of 5 and 15 years, 590 
Number of male teachers in summer, 4 
Number of female teachers in summer, 9 
Number of male teachers in Winter, f> 
Number of female teachers in winter, 7 
Different male teachers during the year, 0 
Diffeient female teachers during the year, 8 

THOMAS P. HOWES, Superintendent. 
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