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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Your committee respectfully submit to the citizens of 
Dennis, this, their annual report. The office of school com- 
mittee contemplates responsibilities second to none that can 
be imposed by the suffrages of this town. There is nothing 
of more importance than to have our children properly edu- 
cated, not only that they may make good citizens, that they 
may be able to see their true position in the world, that they 
may be acquainted with history, government, laws, etc.; but 
to put them in a position where they can be independent 
and self-sustaining. "The practical in education is now 
attracting the attention of many of our best educators. It 
is this which enables our mechanics to compete so success- 
fully with our foreign rivals, and which, at no distant day, 
will receive the attention in our school economy, which its 
importance merits." 

Quite an amount of money has been expended the past 
year in repairing our school houses, outbuildings, and in 
grading the grounds. Most of the grounds are barren and 
sandy and suffer much damage from the high winds and 
storms. This necessitates quite an expense each year in 
keeping up the grade and to secure the underpinning. In 
accordance with the vote of the town, the outbuildings at 
Dennis Port have been put in good condition, and the 
school house at East Dennis has been painted ; some new 
stoves have been   furnished  where  needed,   and everything 



put in fair condition in all our rooms. With the exception 
of some outside repairs on the school house at West Dennis 
and some outside painting, which we believe necessary and 
for the best interests of the town to have done, we can see 
no necessity for any extra expense the coming year more 
than what is required for the ordinary repairs. 

The valuable organs, cyclopedias, globes and supple- 
mentary reading, which have been placed in many of our 
school rooms, most of which have been purchased from the 
proceeds of school entertainments and by contribution, are 
placed there not for ornaments. They are to be used freely, 
and it is expected the teachers will see that they are properly 
and carefully used. 

The town of Dennis has for the past few years, without 
one word of opposition, appropriated the amount asked for 
by the school committee, for the support of our public 
schools. 

Considering the depression of business, the large sums 
of money necessary to defray town expenses, and the burden- 
some taxation which must follow, we should practice the 
strictest economy in all our school expenditures. It is not 
always the best and most profitable school where the most 
money is expended. 

The literary and educational condition and progress of 
the schools have been very satisfactory during the .year, and 

. a fair degree of improvement has been noted. We have had 
an excellent corps of teachers, who have worked hard for the 
best interests of the schools, and with grand results. But 
for all details concerning this subject reference is made to 
the report of the superintendent, which is submitted here- 
with. 

LUTHER HALL, ~) 
OBED BAKER, 3D, 
THOMAS HOWES, \ Committee. 
T. T. M. NICKERSON, 
HENRY H.  SEARS,       J 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT, 
For the Year 1881-'8S. 



I 



Superintendent's   Report. 

Gentlemen of the School Committee:—In accordance with 
the general custom of my predecessors, I most respectfully 
submit this, my first annual report. 

The progress made in our schools during the past year 
is exceedingly gratifying. The efficiency of our teachers 
and the promptness of the pupils are worthy of the highest 
commendation. Most of our teachers are trained and have 
had long experience in their profession. We make few 
changes, and none without a sufficient cause. The old sys- 
tem of removing teachers, often times for the reason that 
others desire their places, and that of employing students 
from colleges for three or four months or during their vaca- 
tion, we have abandoned entirely. There is certainly a loss 
in a too frequent change of teachers, even if others equally 
as good are secured, for it often occasions unnecessary ex- 
pense to the town and loss of time to the pupils. No 
teacher during the first month can do much more than pre- 
pare the pupils to receive instruction by his or her method, 
and to become acquainted with the condition and wants of 
the school. 

A town covering so much territory as ours, with the 
villages so far distant from each other, encounters many ob- 
stacles in the management of its schools, more especially its 
High School, which we are required by State law to main- 

tain.    To accommodate the  scholars in all portions  of the 



town and give them equal advantages, we are obliged to 
change the location of this school each year, from one divis- 
ion to another ; thus it becomes a wandering school, rotated 
through five different villages, and each grammar school des- 
ignated high school once in five years. First-class teachers 
are employed, and all the requirements of the State complied 
with, but under existing circumstances, connected as it is 
with another department, it is about the same grade of the 
grammar schools in town, and a High School only in name. 
If an advanced school be located permanently at South 
Dennis, it would accommodate three-fifths or more of our 
scholars of the higher grade, but it would be impossible to 
accommodate all without incurring an hardly justifiable 
expense to the town; consequently it will probably remain as 
it is, a question for committees to consider for some time to 
come. Notwithstanding we labor under many disadvantages, 
there has been a marked improvement made in all our 
schools, more especially in the grammar grades. This is in 
many respects due to the efficiency of the teachers and the 
general support given them by the parents. The parents 
have manifested more interest in the schools then hereto- 
fore, as shown by their frequent visits, recorded in the 
registers. 

The first element of the excellence of any school, and 
that which is absolutely essential to its efficiency, is found 
in the proper classification of the scholars. This could be 
better maintained in our schools, if it were possible to have 
them better graded. The results of classification in one of 
our grammar schools have been very marked in the past two 
terms. It gives those who wish to work a chance to advance 
and get the most out of their time, while those who do not 
wish to work and are unable to keep up with their class, are 
sent back to the class they are able to go along "in to the 
best advantage. 

The course of study adopted by the committee is, as 
was expected, far from being perfect, and cannot   be  rigidly 



followed in schools like ours. It might be improved in 
many respects, though much must be left to the local com- 
mittee and the good sense of the teachers. Although the 
office of the lowest grade of our school is but the "stepping 
stone " to the education of the young, yet an importance 
attaches itself to the primary schools which is not easily over- 
estimated. They form the basis of our educational system. 
Here the seed is sown and the child learns what school is. 
The first impressions are made ; they should be "pleasant 
that they may be lasting." It is to these schools the chil- 
dren come at an early age with their various dispositions, 
with their diverse capacities and faults, already apparent, to 
begin the work. We cannot be too careful in selecting teach- 
ers for this grade. It requires more practical wisdom, kind- 
ness, firmness and patience on the part of the teacher than 
it requires in teaching many of our higher grades, and above 
all, the teacher must "love little children." 

Drawing has been introduced in some of our schools the 
past year. This has met with some opposition. It needs to 
be clearly understood that the object of drawing is not to 
teach the scholars how to make pictures, so much as to train 
the hand to be expert in its motion, and to educate the 
observing powers. It should be begun therefore in the 
primary schools and continued, and if properly attended to, 
all may learn sufficient for common business purposes, such 
as designing patterns, plotting fields, drawing maps, plans of 
buildings, etc. We hope the committee will require this 
exercise in all our public schools. 

We regret to learn that Gymnastic exercises have been 
partially or wholly neglected in most of our schools, the 
primary school at East Dennis being the only exception. 
This school has done well, considering the age of the schol- 
ars. We believe this exercise should be encouraged through- 
out the town, not to the .exclusion of other exercises or reci- 
tations, but occasionally during the morning or afternoon 
sessions, that the minds of our children be not cultivated at 
the expense of health. 
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Singing, as an exercise, has been but little taught in our 
public schools. In order to introduce it in a practical way, 
it is not really essential that the teacher should be a "Jenny 
Lind ;" but she should understand the principle rules. It is 
said children can learn at an early age to read notes as easily 
as they can learn the letters of the alphabet. We would 
call the attention of the committee to this subject in pro- 
curing teachers, that in candidates equally worthy, they may 
give a preference to one who has a knowledge of music. 

To all who are interested in education, the improve- 
ment in attendance is encouraging, and is the result of the 
efforts of our teachers, the exertions of parents who have 
assisted in promoting punctuality, and a disposition upon 
the part of the pupils to appreciate and improve their educa- 
tional privileges; yet there is opportunity for still greater 
reform in this respect. There are many scholars, who, with- 
out any reasonable excuse, injure the whole school of which 
they are members, by irregularity in attendance; and the 
responsibility for this, in a great degree, rests with the 
parents, who, perhaps, fully understand the case, but do not 
sufficiently reflect upon the injury they are inflicting upon 
•their own children and upon the community. The children 
are in certain classes and if they are absent a day or a single 
recitation it not only affects their standing, but leaves a 
lesson unlearned, which would serve them as a key to unlock 
the mysteries of ensuing lessons. It is not the mere loss of 
time with those who are tardy or absent, but the loss of 
position. The scholar loses explanations and illustrations 
which are given to a whole class, which no teacher can give 
to separate individuals, to make up these losses, without rob- 
bing the school as a whole. _ 
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STATISTICS. 
The following statistics show the whole number of 

scholars, length of terms, names of teachers, average attend- 
ance, number of visitors, etc., in each school: 

DENNIS PORT. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by S. A. 
Hayward ; length of term, 4 1-2 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 54; average attendance, 38 3-10; under 5 years, o; 
over 15 years, 15; number of visitors, 43 ; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 2, viz : Minnie E. Howes, Mary R. Har- 
ward. 

SUMMER TERM.—Intermediate Department, taught by 
Mary C. Jenkins ; length of term, 4 1-2 months ; whole num- 
ber of scholars, 37; average attendance, 24 1-10; under 5 
years, O ; over 15 years, o; number of visitors, 36; number 
of scholars neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz: Eugene A. 
Whittemore. 

SUMMER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Emily 
S. Pierce ; length of term, 4 1-2 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 67 ; average attendance, 43 4-5 ; under 5 years, o; 
over 15 years, o ; number of visitors, 60; number of scholars 
neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz : Susie C. Smith. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by S. A. 
Hayward ; length of term, 4 months; whole number of 
scholars, 47 ; average attendance, 42 1-4; under 5 years, o; 
over 15 years, 29 ; number of visitors, 60 ; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 13, viz: Nora B. Baker, Nellie F. Howes, 
Lura M. Kelley, George W. Howes, Willie E. Howes, E. 
Lincoln Joy, Ezra F. Kelley, James R. Nickerson, Osgood 
L. Small, James T. Young. 

WINTER TERM.—Intermediate Department, taught by 
Louise H. Baxter ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number 
of scholars, 42 ; average attendance, 27,3-10; under 5 years, 
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o ; over 15 years, 11 ; number of visitors, 70 ; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 3, viz : Josie K. < Baker, Clinton Howes, 
Tena F. Small. 

WINTER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Lydia 
Wade ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 
57; average attendance, 40 9-10; under 5 years, o; over 15 
years, o; number of visitors, 22 ; scholars neither absent nor 
tardy, 2, viz :  Lilla T. Wade, James H. Kenien. 

WINTER TERM.—Sub-Primary Department, taught by 
Lucie W. Nickerson, length of term, 4 months;. whole num- 
ber of scholars, 29 ; average attendance, 24; under 5 years, 
o; over 15 years, o; number of visitors, 42 ; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 1, viz: Willie F. Nickerson. 

WEST   DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—High School, taught by Charles A. 
Babbitt ; length of term, 5 months; whole number of schol- 
ars, 33 ; average attendance, 23 2-3 ; under 5 years, o ; over 
15 years, 10; number of visitors, 27. 

SUMMER TERM.—Intermediate Department, taught by A. 
F. Packard ; length of term, 5 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 35 ; average attendance, 23 1-5 ; under 5 years, o ; 
over 15 years, 1; number of visitors, 25 ; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 1, viz: Simmie  Studley. 

SUMMER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Sarah 
L. Howes; length of term, 5 months; whole number of 
scholars, 53 ; average attendance, 39 ; under 5 years, o ; over 
15 years, o ; number of visitors, 31; scholars neither absent 
nor tardy, 2, viz :  Leonard Crowell and Annie Kellev. 

WINTER TERM.—High School, taught by Charles A. Bab- 
bitt ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of scholars, 
43 ; average attendance, 37 16-25 ; under 5 years, o; over 15 
years, 25 ; number of visitors, 36; scholars neither absent 
nor tardy, 7, viz : Beckie Baker, Lena Baker, Ada Baxter, 
Olive Baxter, Lavina Baxter, Carrie Howes, Obed Baxter. 
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WINTER TERM.—Intermediate Department, taught by A. 
F. Packard ; length of term, 4 months; whole number of 
scholars, 40; average attendance, 31 3-4; under 5 years, o; 
over 15 years, 4; number of visitors, 22; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 3, viz : Flora Baker, Bennie Tripp, Lin- 
coln Garfield. 

WINTER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Sarah 
L. Hovyes ; length of term, 4 months; whole number of 
scholars, 50; average attendance, 43 3-4 ; under 5 years, o ; 
over 15 years, o; number of visitors, 20; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 2, viz: Bessie F. Loring, Munsell H. Gage. 

EAST DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Elsie 
M. Kelley; length of term, 4 1-2 months; whole number of 
scholars, 34; average attendance, 22 ; under 5 years, O; over 
15 years, 4 ; number of visitors, 40 ; scholars neither absent 
nor tardy, 3, viz : Etta L. Chapman, Annie G. Howes, Laura 
A. Smalley. 

SUMMER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Bessie 
E. Howes ; length of term, 5 months ; whole number of schol- 
ars, 60 ; average attendance, 44 1-8 ; under 5 years, o ; over 
15 years, o; number of visitors, 53; number of scholars 
neither absent nor tardy, 1, viz : Jessie S. Howes. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Elsie 
M. Kelley ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 38; average attendance, 33 ; under 5 years, o; over 
15 years, 13 ; number of visitors, 45 ; scholars neither absent 
nor tardy, 10, viz : N. Clarence Clark, Thomas W. Sears, 
Etta L. Chapman, Olive H. Crowell, Abbie W. Dorley, 
Helen M. Dorley, Annie G. Howes, Lulie Kelley, Ella M. 
Sears, Laura A. Smalley. 

WINTER TERM.^Primary Department, taught by Bessie 
E.   Howes;   length of term,  4 months;   whole number of 
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scholars, 52; average attendance, 42 1-2; under 5 years, o; 
over 15 years, o; number of visitors, 43 ; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 11, viz: E. Wallace Sears, Clifton Taylor, 
Joseph H. Sears, Isaiah C. Sears, Helen F. Chapman, 
Lulie Chapman, Carrie L. Chapman, Mattie E. Dorley, 
Blanche E. Hall, Jessie S. Howes, Agnes W. Taylor. 

SOUTH DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Frank 
W. Howes ; length of term, 4 1-2 months; whole number of 
scholars, 37; average attendance, 23 1-2 ; under 5 years, o ; 
over 15 years, 2 ; number of visitors, 73. 

SUMMER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Louise 
H. Baxter; length of term, 4 1-2 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 60; average attendance, 38 4-5 ; under 5 years, 3 ; 
over 15 years, o; number of visitors, 51. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Fred 
C. Baldwin ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 47 ; average attendance, 37 9-10; under 5 years, o; 
over 15 years, 9; number of visitors, 104; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 5, viz: Helen Baxter, Effie Nickerson, Jas. 
Hinckley, Frank C. Nickerson, MillerJNickerson. 

WINTER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Grace 
F. Whelden ; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 58; average attendance, 42 3-10; under 5 years, 1 ; 
over 15 years, o ; number of visitors, 70 ; number of scholars 
neither absent nor tardy, 4: Willie C. Hinckley, Isaiah C. 
Nickerson, Hattie W. Nickerson, Alice M. Baxter. 

DENNIS. 

SUMMER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by J. F. 
Lewis and Charles P. Sinnott; length of term, 4 1-2 months; 
whole number of scholars, 31 ; average attendance, 22 3-10; 
under 5 years, o; over 15 years, 11 ; number of visitors, 60; 
scholars neither absent nor tardy, 2, viz: J. Eva Crowell, 
Chas. E. Hall. 

'A 
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SUMMER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Susan 
E. Hall; length of term, 4 1-2 months; whole number of 
scholars, 43 ; average attendance, 35 1-5; under 5 years, 1 ; 
over 15 years, o; number of visitors, 34; scholars neither 
absent nor tardy, 5, viz: Frank B. Hall, Frank B. Howes, 
Johnny T. Howes, Olive C. Howes, Sarah B. Crowell. 

WINTER TERM.—Grammar Department, taught by Chas. 
P. Sinnott; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of 
scholars, 31 ; average attendance, 28; under 5 years, o ; over 
15 years, 13 ; number of visitors, 53 ; scholars neither absent 
nor tardy, 2, viz : Freeman Hall, Frank E. Howes. 

WINTER TERM.—Primary Department, taught by Susan 
E. Hall; length of term, 4 months ; whole number of schol- 
ars, 34; average attendance, 31 1-5 ; under 5 years, o ; over 
15 years, o; number of visitors, 27; scholars neither absent 
nor tardy, 6, viz: Olive C. Howes, J. H. Greenleaf, *Benj. F. 
Hall, Frank B. Hall, Frank B. Howes, Allie E. Whittemore. 

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 

Number of Public schools in town, 13 
Number of different scholars of all ages in the public 

schools in Summer, 543 
Number of different scholars in Winter, 571 
Average membership of all the schools, 477 
Average attendance in all the public schools during 

the school year, 433 
The per cent, of attendance based upon the average 

membership, 90.71 
Average attendance in Summer, 378 
Average attendance in Winter, 462 
Number of persons in town on the first day of May, 

1881, between the ages of 5 and 15 years, 558 
Number of scholars attending school under 5 years of age, 5 
Number of scholars attending school over 15 years of age, 89 
Number of scholars attending school between the ages 

of 8 and 14 years, 364 
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Number neither absent nor tardy in Summer, 
Number neither absent nor tardy in Winter, 
Number of male teachers in Summer, 
Number of female teachers in Summer, 
Number of male teachers in Winter, 
Number of female teachers in Winter, 
Different male teachers during the year, 
Different female teachers during the year, 
Average wages per month, of male teachers in Public 

Schools, 
Average wages per month, of female teachers in Pub- 

lic Schools, 
Number of visitors in all the public schools during the 

year, 

18 
69 

4 
8 
4 
9 
6 

10 

.19 

31-87 

1095 

LUTHER   HALL,  Superintendent. 




