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ANNUAL   REPORT. 

The School Committee of Dennis respectfully submit their 
annual report. It is not to be expected that any marked change 
has taken place in our schools in a single year. It takes time to 
educate public opinion up to new ideas. All progress must be 
made by degrees. We have had an able corps of teachers, who 
have labored faithfully and well for the interests of our schools. 
They have had the support of a majority of the parents and citi- 
zens generally, who have manifested an increased interest. We 
think we can safely say that there has been a steady improvement 
in nearly all of our schools the past year, still, there are many in 
the town of Dennis, who, without any reasonable excuse, do hot 
enjoy the advantages of our excellent free schools. It is criminal 
negligence on the part of the parents, and a sad blot upon their 
account. 

The State requires every person having under his control a 
child between the ages of eight and fourteen years, to cause 
such child to attend school at least twenty weeks annually; and, 
in accordance with the provisions of an act of 1873, the town 
has adopted the following by-laws respecting truant children and 
absentees from school, viz:— 

ARTICLE 1. The town of Dennis hereby avails itself of the sev- 
eral provisions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth, now in 
force, relating to habitual truants and absentees from school, 
and in pursuance of authority conferred thereby adopts the 
the following by-laws: 

ARTICLE 2. All children between the ages of seven and fifteen 
years, residing in said town, and who may be found wandering 
about in the streets or public places of said town, having no 
lawful occupation or business, not attending school, and grow- 
ing up in ignorance., shall be committed to the Alms house for 
confinement, instruction and discipline, in charge of the keeper. 

. 



ARTICLE 3. Two or more truant officers shall be appointed an- 
nually, whose duty it shall be to inquire into all violations of 
the truant laws, and the law relating to compulsory education, 
and to do all the acts required of them by the laws of the Com- 
monwealth. 

ARTICLE 4. It shall be the duty of every truant officer, previous 
Lo making any complaint under these laws, to notify the truant 
or absentee from school, also his parent or guardian, of the 
offence committed and of the penalty therefor, and if the truant 
officer can obtain satisfactory pledges for the restraint and re- 
formation of the child, he may, at his discretion, forbear to 
prosecute, so long as such pledges are faithfully kept. 

ARTICLE 5. It shall be the duty of the School Committee,'the 
teachers of the public schools, and the citizens generally, to aid 
the truant officers as far as possible in the discharge of their 
duties. 

ARTICLE 6. It shall be the duty of the truant officers to 
keep a full record of all their official acts, and make an annual 
report thereof to the School Committee, who shall publish the 
same with their report. 

ARTICLE 7. Nothing in these by-laws shall be so construed as 
to alter or impair the obligation and duty of teachers to enforce 
punctuality and regularity of attendance, and to preserve good 
order and discipline. 

Unanimously adopted at the annual meeting of the town, 
held Feb. 12, 1883. 

CHARLES G. BAKER, Town Clerk. 

Approved, March 19, 1883, 
H. P. HARRIMAN, Judge of Probate Court. 

The position of Truant Officer is an unenviable one at best, 
and is made doubly onerous by those persons, who, for trivial 
reasons, take their children out of school. That a child can leave 
school because his labor is needed at home, or because he has 
taken a dislike to his teacher, is a popular notion that has no 
foundation in fact or common sense. We must bear in mind, 
however, that truant laws and officers are of little value unless 
supported by a healthy public opinion. Our percentage of attend- 
ance compares very favorable with past years; the method of in- 
struction and the educational condition of our schools have been 
very satisfactory during the year. 
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In our last report we stated " that with the exception of some 

outside painting, which we thought necessary and for the best 
interests of the town to ha\ e done, we could see no necessity for 
any extra expense the coming year, more than what is required 
for the ordinary repairs." We afterwards found it necessary to 
make quite extensive repairs on the Dennis Port House. An 
examination of the gutters, posts, etc., found many of them in a 
rotten condition. The enlargement of the play-ground, by vote 
of the town, necessitated quite an expense in grading the ground 
and fencing the same to correspond with the fence adjoining. 
This building is not to-day in a first-class condition. The floors 
have settled some, and the plastering in some of the rooms is in 
poor order. It needs painting outside, and the town may expect 
quite an amount expended on this building for some years to 
come. 

The school house at West Dennis, covered in war times with 
spruce clapboards, commenced to leak badly on the south side. 
The committee did not consider it economy to paint these boards, 
so ordered them removed and shingles put in their place. Other 
repairs were made on the inside. With the exception of painting, 
a large expenditure will not be required the coming season on this 
building. South Dennis House needs painting; nothing further, 
more than the ordinary repairs,-is considered necessary. 

The school house at Dennis was painted the past year. This 
house and the house at East Dennis are in good condition. Quite 
an amount has been raised this season by voluntary contribution, 
which has been expended for school apparatus. This will be 
mentioned in the report of the Superintendent, appended to this 
report; also a record of school attendance and a further consider- 
ation of the condition of our schools. 

I LUTHER HALL, 
J. K. BAKER, 
LUTHER FISK, 
THOMAS HOWES, 
HENRY H. SEARS, 
M. T. T. NICKERSON, 

School 
Committee. 
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blackboard is the most important piece of school apparatus now 
in use in our schools. Some of the pupils can be employed in writ- 
ing, drawing or working out arithmetical problems on the boards, 
while others are engaged in oral recitations. There is scarcely 
any branch of instruction, or any kind of teaching in our schools, 
from the object lessons of the Primary to the higher classes in our 
Grammar grades, in which the use of the blackboard is not found 
to be almost indispensable. It is a most important aid in teach- 
ing writing, drawing, grammar and geography. Indeed, in every- 
thing that admits of or requires a demonstration addressed to a 
large number of pupils. In the study of geography some of our 
schools have practiced map drawing or rapid map sketching, on 
the blackboard; one of the pupils draws the outline perhaps of 
the state or country, another fills in the rivers; the next, the 
cities, etc., till the map is complete. This has proved very inter- 
esting to the class and the whole school, and cannot fail to lie 
quite effective. 

Our Common schools are intended for the common branches 
of study. The majority of the pupils are pursuing those branches, 
and the time and strength of the teacher should be mainly spent 
upon them. The scholar who masters a few of the elementary 
studies, such as reading, arithmetic and geography is well fitted 
for all the ordinary duties of life. Our teachers have been awake 
to the idea that it is best to be thorough. We have in many of 
our schools made slow ■ progress as far as getting through the 
book is concerned, but the children certainly better understand 
what they have passed over. 

The most prominent educators to-day tell us " The word and 
not-the letters composing it, is the true element in reading in our 
lowest grades of schools. No one can be said to know how to 
read who is obliged to stop at the word and study its composition 
before he can pronounce it." 

We are awa're this method is meeting with wonderful results 
in some parts of the State. It is not confined to Quincy alone, 
but is gaining in favor wherever it has been given a fair trial. 

The alphabet method, or the A. B. C. method is condemned by 
many committees and teachers of the present time as long and 
tedious, as well as illogical; the method generally preferred by many 



being the word method. To introduce this method, in all our 
Primary schools would, perhaps, necessitate a stand-still at first 
and perhaps there would be some opposition from the parents. 
There would if any radical change should be made, but the soon- 
er the ideas of Quincy, Dedham and Canton are introduced in 
our schools by degrees, the nearer we shall stand to the front 
ranks in correct educational ideas. 

Our Grammar and Intermediate teachers have been required 
the past year to interest themselves in the reading and spelling 
classes more than heretofore and a good degree of improvement 
has been made in most of the schools. There has been more care 
and accuracy in pronunciation, less of "sing-song," and a manner 
of reading much more pleasing and natural. Supplementary 
reading has been furnished some of our schools with favorable 
results. Following your instruction, at the commencement of 
the winter term I subscribed for five copies of the Boston Daily 
Journal and placed one copy in each of our Grammar Schools. 
Tt was placed there not on account of the variety of readingalone, 
but to give our children an idea of some of the principal passing 
events of the day, not only in our own state and country, but in 
the world at large. This was a profitable investment for some of 
our schools, but proved of but very little use or profit in others, 
therefore I do not recommend a renewal of the subscription. 

Thoroughness has been the " watch word " in the study of 
arithmetic, history and in all the common branches taught in 
our schools, which has led to more pleasing and profitable results. 

Soon after the winter schools commenced, at the suggestion 
of Mr. S. A. Hayward of Dennis Port, the teachers of all grades 
and the School Committee were called together for consultation. 
An association was formed, and meetings have been held occasion- 
ally since. These meetings have been fully attended, a general 
interchange of views upon educational topics has been made, 
which I feel assured has resulted in some good. Questions con- 
nected with the instruction and government of schools and the 
best method of teaching have been discussed. The question of 
offering prizes in schools was discussed at several meetings. This 
is a question much discussed among all educators, and a question 
which meets with considerable opposition.    When  rewards  are 
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. offered to a number of pupils, to be conferred upon those who ex- 
cel all the others, they become prizes, and are liable to all the 
objections which have been urged against the prize system ; but 
when rewards, whether gifts of money, books, pictures or other 
articles of value, or merely tickets of merit, are offered to all who 
reach a certain specified standard of merit, either in study or 
behavior, these objections are obviated, and there is not the same 
liability to injustice, or the same cause of envy and jealousy. 
Great care should be exercised in offering rewards. 

During the year we have been obliged to accept the resigna- 
tion of several of our teachers, who, I think, deserve special mention 
in this report. Mr. Charles P. Sinnott taught the Dennis Gram- 
mar School several terms acceptably to Committee, Parents and 
Scholars. He now holds an enviable position in the Atlanta, 
Georgia, University. Mr. Fred 0. Baldwin taught the South 
Dennis Grammar School several years. His services were highly 
appreciated by all. More than three hundred dollars were raised 
by the parents, in addition to the amount paid by the town, in 
order to retain his services the past year. He is now teaching a 
High School in Manchester, N. H. Miss Elsie M. Kelley taught 
the East Dennis Grammar School rnaiiy terms. She labored 
faithfully and well, and the standing of that school is greatly due 
to her etlorts. Miss Susan E. Hall taught the Dennis Primary 
School seventeen summers and ten winters, and the Primary at 

. West Dennis, three years. Miss Eldora Matthews taught the 
Intermediate and Primary departments at West Dennis several 
years. Misses Hall and Matthews, were teachers of "sterling 
worth" and very many received their first school instruction 
from them. 

In conclusion I will say, no town officer has more important 
and responsible duties to perform than those in charge of our 
schools, and to discharge their duties faithfully and impartially, 
and for the advancement of our school system, they need the lull 
support of the parents. Let the parents visit the schools oftener; 
and take a more direct interest in the education of their children, 
then there will be a less nnrabei of absent marks and a still 
greater progress made. 
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STATISTICS. 

The following statistics gives the names of those .neither 
absent nor tardy, also a tabulated statement of public schools, 
grades, teachers, attendance, etc., etc.: 

SCHOLARS NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY. 

EAST DENNIS GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term,  6,  viz:    Harry  E.  Sears,  Olive   li.  Crowell, 
Annie G. Howes, S. Belle Howes, Lulie Kelley, Li-Hie C. Philipps. 

Winter Term, 23, viz: William W. Austin, Carrie L. Chap-' 
Wan, Etta L. Chapman, Helen F. Chapman, Willie Elland, John 
Elland, Abbie M. Dorley, Chrisse Hall, Mona J. Howes, S. Belle 
Howes, Annie Q. Howes, Willis Howes, Lulie Kelley, Ella B. 
Philipps, Lillie C. Philipps, Florence K. Sears, Harry E. Sears, 
David E. Sears, Willie Sears, Laura A. Smalley, Geo. W. Shiver- 
ick, Nettie B. Wefer, Olive H. Crowell. 

EAST DENNIS PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 15, viz: Seth Crowell, Alfred Ellis, Willis 
Howes, Eddie A. Sears, Isaiah C. Sears, Samuel T. Sears, Grace 
Baker, Helen F. Chapman, Mattie E. Dorley, Caroline L. Ellis, 
Marion L. Hall, Eliza D. Howes, Ella B. Philipps, Sarah S. 
Shiverick, Agnes W. Taylor. 

Winter Term, 13, viz: Isaiah C. Sears, Joseph H. Sears, Seth 
Crowell, Samuel T. Sears, Joseph Connolly, Clifton S. Taylor, 
Jesse S. Howes, Marion L. Hall, Sarah S. Shiverick, Mary B. 
Chase, Agnes W. Taylor, Grace Baker, Lulie S. Chapman. 

DENNIS GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 9, viz: Irene M. Hall, Emma G. Hall, Nellie 
S. Howes, Olive C. Howes, Sophia G. Raynor, Hiram H. Hall, 
Chas. E. Hall, Oscar S. Howes, Harvey L. Howes. 

Winter Term, 11, viz: Barnabas H. Paine, Olive C. Howes, 
Alvin H. Greenleaf, Sophia G. Raynor, Chas. E. Hall, Frank B. 
Hall, Irving E. Hall, A. Lester Howes, Chas. B. Howes, Harvey 
L. Howes, Irene M. Hall. 
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DENNIS PKIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 10, viz: Frank B. Howes, F. Brainard Hall, 
Jimmie Hannon, Allie Whittemore, Sarah B. Crowell, Lucie J. 
Howes, Gustie E. Howes, Lucy W. Howes, Lois 0. Robbins, Eme- 
lyn H. Stone. 

Winter Term, 16, viz: Thomas H. Baine, Sarah B. Crowell, 
Benj. F. Hall, Lois H. Robbins, Henry C. Hall, Leon W. Hall, 
Lucie E. Goodspeed, Nernie A. Hall, Grace E. Howes, F. Brainard 
Hall, D. Curtis Robbins, Blanche L. Howes, Jimmie Hannon, 
Lucie J. Howes, Hettie H. Howes, Josiah H. Greenleaf. 

SOUTH DENNIS GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 2, viz:    Willie Allister, Miller Nickerson. 

Winter Term, 3, viz: Willie Allister, Miller Nickerson, Her- 
bert Mitchell. 

SOUTH DENNIS PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 1, viz:    Frank Sylvia. 

Winter Term, 4, viz: Lillie T. Baker, Hattie W. Nickerson, 
Frank Sylvia, Willie F. Smith. 

DENNIS PORT GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 3, viz: Maggie D. Nickerson, Jas. T. Young, 
Willie E. Howes. 

Winter Term, 6, viz: H. Erank Chapman, Elias C. Chase, 
Willie E. Howes, E. Lincoln Joy, Joseph K. Putnam, James T. 
Young. 

DENNIS PORT INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 5, viz: Josie K. Baker, Albert J. Ellis, Annie 
L. Wade, Susie C. Smith, Elkt B. Kerrien. 

Winter Term, 3, viz: Addie Chase, Annie L. Wade, Tena 
Small. 

DENNIS PORT 1ST PRIMARY. 

Winter Term, i, viz: Susie C. Smith, Bertie N. Kelley, Erank 
T. Kelley, Anthony K. Wixon. 
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DENNIS PORT 2D PRIMARY. 

Summer Term, 1, viz:    Eddie C. Howes. 

Winter Term, 1, viz:    Thatcher Kelley. 

WEST DENNIS GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 1, viz : Eva Stndley. 

Winter Term, 7, viz : 0Hie Baxter, Alice   Fisk,   Amos   Chase, 
Carrie Chase, Vinie Baxter, Mamie Covel, Lena Gage. 

WEST DENNIS INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 2,  viz: Joseph   T.  Chase,   Henry   0.   Howes. 
Winter Term, 1, viz: Sadie H. Fisk. 

WEST DENNIS PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, 1, viz: H. Fletcher Howes. 
Winter Term, 1, viz : H. Fletcher Howes. 
Neither absent or tardy in town for one year, 37. 

SCHOLARS NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY FOR 
OVER ONE YEAR: 

Olive C. Howes, Dennis, 3 J years; Harvey L. Howes, Den- 
nis, 1| years; Willie Allister, South Dennis, 1| years;'Miller 
Nickerson, South Dennis, 1-J- years; Willie E. Howes, Demnis 
Port, jtj years; James T. Young, Dennis Port, 1 £ years; Susie 
C. Smith, Dennis Port, 1| years ; Annie G. Howes, East Dennis, 
3 years; Hellen F. Chapman, East Dennis, 1^ years; Lulie Kel- 
ley, East Dennis, 1| years; Olive H. Orowell, East Dennis, l£ 
Isaiah C. Sears, East Dennis, 1^ years ; Agnes W. Taylor, East 
Dennis, l£ years. 



TABULATED STATEMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS, GEADES, TEACHEES, ATTENDANCE, ETC. 
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Dennis Port Grammar S. A. Hayward* 9 43 29 24 29 27.5 95 5 38 86 5 96 4 143 "       " Intermediate Louise H. Baxter 9 42 19 23 38.3 35.1 91 9 30 5 28 9L 9 128 
*i       » 1st Primary Lydia A. Wade 9 • 84 47 37 70.2 53 75 25 48.5 35 73 27 106 

"   " 2nd Primary Susie B. Sears 
F. C. Baldwin ) 

4 «17 6 11 31.5 28.6 91 9 33 

South Dennis Grammar and               J- m 39 19 20 34 32.3 95 5 35.5 33 96 4 49 * J. P. Fay          J 
«       ii Primary Grace Whelden *M S9 31 28 53 46 87 12 55 50.3 90 10 74 

"West Dennis Grammar Arthur Stanley 9 42 14 28 22.3 20.3 91 9 36.3 34 94 6 115 
»i           ,t Intermediate Sarah L. Howes 9 42 23 19 32.2 27 1 84 16 37 32 87 13 52 «<          •! Primary Eldora Matthews 4* 81 32 29 39.6 36.2 91 9 
«           o Primary Lillian F. Young *V 39 34.3 81 19 65 

East Dennis Grammar Elsie M. Kelley *% SI 26 23 21 19.6 93 7 
Grammar Bessie E. Howes .   4 42.8 41.5 97 3 95 
Primary Bessie E. Howes ±% C4 31 23 47.1 44 93 7 
Primary Gertie White 4 35.9 32.7 91 9 86 

Dennis Grammar Charles P. Sinnot 4% 38 23 15 27.1 25.4 93 7 
Grammar E. W. Schuerch 4 33.7 32.4 96 4 87 
Primary Susan E. Hall 4% 37 16 21 35.3 34.2 97 3 
Primary Annetta F. Hall 4 34 33 97 3 77 

        —^m—         
619 316 303 449 400.7 88.3 |  497.7 451.3 90.6 1110 

0   This School was united with the 1st Primary daring the summer. 

—— s£L        • 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 

Number of Public schools in town, 13 
Different names registered during the year, 619 
Average membership of all the schools, 473 
Average attendance of all the schools, 426 
The percentage of attendance based upon the average 

membership, .90 
Average attendance in Summer, 400.7 
Average attendance in Winter, 451.3 
Number of persons in town on the first day of May, 

1882, between the ages of 5 and 15, 515 
Number of scholars attending school under 5 years, 0 
Number of scholars attending school over 15 years, 91 
Number of scholars attending school between 8 and 14 

years, 342 
Number of scholars neither absent nor tardy during 

the Summer, 56 
Number of scholars neither absent nor tardy during 

the Winter, 93 
Number of scholars neither absent nor tardy during 

the Summer, 1881, 18 
Number of scholars neither absent nor tardy during 

the Winter, 1881-'82, 69 
Number of Male teachers during the year, 6 
Number of female teachers during the year, 12 
Number of visitors in all the Public schools during 

the year, 1110 
Number of visitors in all the Public schools during 

last year, 1095 

LUTHER HALL, Superintendent. 


