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COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

The Board of School Committee continued the same 
the past year, with the exception of Joshua Crowell, who 
was chosen to fill the vacancy caused by the death of James 
F. Howes. The Board was organized by the choice of 
Luther  Hall as  chairman and Wm. H. Baxter as secretary. 

The'town voted at its annual meeting to unite with 
Harwich, Chatham and Orleans, one or more of them, in 
employing a superintendent of schools under the new state 
law. After several meetings of the School Boards, William 
E. Chaffin was elected superintendent for the district com- 
posed of Harwich, Chatham and Dennis. The School 
Committee of Harwich, by their chairman, then withdrew 
the town of Harwich from the district. The committees of 
Dennis and Chatlmm, at a subsequent meeting, elected by a 



unanimous vote, William E. Chaffin as superintendent of 
schools. Mr. Chaffin at once entered upon his duties in 
earnest, holding teachers' meetings, introducing modern 
and improved methods in teaching and establishing a course 
of study in all our grades. Intelligent supervision is what 

has been needed in our schools for many years. We did 
not expect to realize a great change in a single twelve 
month, but believe the work has been done in the right 
direction that will in the future, if continued, place our 
schools in the ranks with the best public schools in our 
state. If we are obliged to discontinue the method of 
supervision pursued the past year, it certainly will be 
detrimental to the best interests of our children. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The attendance upon the schools last year was better 
than that of the year previous, but is far from satisfactory. 
Cannot something be done for improvement in this very 
important respect ? Several of the schools do not reach the 
per centum of attendance which it is fair to expect. The 
advancement made the past year is due in a great degree to 
the efforts of the superintendent, but neglect and indiffer- 
ence on the part of parents and guardians do much to 
nullify his efforts. Too often the loss of future advance- 
ment is fargotten in view of present gain. There can be 
no just ground for complaint, when at the end of a term or 
year, pupils fail of promotion or are put into the next grade 
lower because through irregular attendance they have not 
made sufficient progress to maintain their position in the 
class. 
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SCHOOL   BUILDINGS. 

Two thousand dollars were appropriated at the annual 
meeting of the town for the purpose of building a High 
School house on the North side of the town. The select- 
men, Joshua Crowell and Luther Hall, were chosen a 
building committee. The work was completed early in May 
at a cost of $1947.72. This included land, fence, pump, 
etc. The school commenced in May with 23 .scholars. 
The percentage of attendance for the year was a fraction 
over 98 per cent. The school opens this year with 33 
scholars. 

During the past year the school-house at Dennisport 
has been painted, extensive repairs have been made on the 
South Dennis buildings, and a new fence has been built on 
the east side of the school lot at Dennis. The school-house 
and buildings at West Dennis need painting this season. 
With this exception there will not be much expended on the 
school property the present year. 

SCHOOL  POPULATION. 

The number enrolled includes all the scholars who have 
attended the schools any part of the year for the past ten 
years. 

1882-83, 619 
1883-84, 622 
1884-85, 586 
1885-86, 626 
1886-87, 573 
1887-88, 596 
1888-89, 573 
1889-90, 57i 
1890-91, 605 
1891-92, 581 



At the annual meeting of the school board, J. M. 
Edwards and William Allister were appointed truant officers 
at a salary of $10 per annum. They have faithfully per- 
formed the duties required of them and well earned the 
small compensation received. They have in performing 
their duties doubtless made enemies. Such is always the 
case where some parents do not consider the educational 
interests, of their children.    • 

In conclusion, we will say we consider our schools in a 
flourishing condition. We seldom have had a more able 
corps of teachers than those employed the past year. The 
majority of them have had special training. They have 
given their full support to the new methods introduced by 
the superintendent, and worked earnestly for the advance- 
ment of our schools. 

For a detailed report of the school work done the past 
year, and for all statistical information, you are respectfully 
referred to the report of the superintendent, annexed. 

Respectfully, 
LUTHER HALL, Chairman. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

To the School Committee of the Town of Dennis: 
I herewith present for your consideration the annual 

report of the public schools for the year 1891-2. 
The joint committee of Chatham and Dennis directed 

that two-fifths of my work should be devoted to Chatham 
and three-fifths to Dennis, which direction has been closely 
followed by myself. Some may have expected radical 
changes in the working of the schools. Such, however, has 
not been the case. All healthy progress is of necessity a 
slow growth. Radical changes would only cause confusion 
and discord, and result in detriment to the schools. 

Soon after commencing my duties as superintendent, I 
prepared a course of study consisting of eight grades, with 
work in each grade  definitely mapped out;  and  containing 



suggestions and directions for practical supplementary work. 
The course covers practically the same ground as cov- 
ered by the well graded schools of New England, and is, I 
trust, adapted to our teaching force and to our text books. 

It was not possible to start all classes "on grade" at 
once; but the schools have been gradually working up to it, 
and the outlook for harmonious work the coming year seems 
promising. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

I have found there is a tendency to advance reading 
classes into work beyond their grade, and in several instances 
have supplied classes with less difficult reading than that 
which they had been pursuing. The aim through the 
course is to require the pupil to have a thorough understand- 
ing of what he reads. Young people, like older ones, take 
most interest in that which they understand best. Pupils 
invariably make the most rapid progress in the studies in 
which they are most interested, hence the best methods are 
those that will best develop the interest of the pupil. 

Local geography is taught in the lower grades. The 
pupils early in the course get definite ideas of what maps 
represent by drawing maps of their immediate locality and 
locating familiar objects and places thereon. Later on, the 
grand divisions of land are each in turn drawn and the 
details gradually filled in as the pupils come to them in the 
descriptive work, thus blending the map questions with 
description and thereby avoiding lessons composed entirely 
of memorizing answers to long dreary columns of map 
questions. 

In language work and grammar the tendency has been 
to begin the study of what might properly be called techni- 
cal   grammar  too   early  in   the   course.      Superintendent 

______. 
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Newell says: " Being an art, grammar must be learned in 
the beginning by the practice of it. We learn to draw by 
drawing, we learn to paint by painting, and we must learn 
the art of speaking and writing the English language by 
writing and speaking it, not by parsing and analyzing it." 
In all the grammar grades, except the highest class, lan- 
guage lessons and actual composition work constitute the 
best means of acquiring a ready and correct use of language. 
Teachers should give especial attention to this branch ; as, 
generally speaking,'it is the subject in which our pupils are 
least proficient. 

So far as is possible the pupils should be required to 
correct their own work, under the direction of the teacher. 
Attention should be given to this, as the habit of self-criti- 
cism is one of the most helpful things one can acquire in 
school. A good motto for our teachers is,— Teach the 
pupils to teach themselves. 

On beginning work last Spring, I met with complica- 
tions in regard to gradation and classification. The common 
school course, as pursued in our five different villages, varied 
trom eight to twelve in number of grades. Considering the 
average distance our pupils go to attend school, we cannot 
expect them to do regular work under six years of age- 
Ordinarily a pupil who does satisfactory work passes from 
one grade to the next each year. Now, if he commences at 
six and passes through twelve grades and is promoted each 
year, he would be eighteen years of age on completing the 
Grammar course, at which age he should have completed 
the High School course. I have examined the school 
statistics of several cities and computed the average age of 
pupils in the highest grade of the Grammar schools, and 
have found that in no case did it vary six months from 
fourteen years. 

The great majority of graded schools are pursuing an 
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eight-year course of study. Finding that course generally 
recommended and the most expedient, it has been adopted 
in our schools. Those schools that had more than eight 
grades at the beginning of the year have gradually been 
re-classified, so that at present all of the schools have the 
same number of grades and the same amount of work 
before them for each year of the course. 

INDUSTRIAL DRAWING. 

Our schools, as a whole, have not given sufficient time 
and attention to drawing. Throughout the United States 
drawing has come to be regarded as an essential part of our 
educational system. It holds its present position, not be- 
cause it furnishes a means of culture in artistic study, nor 
because of its practical utility; but because it is considered 
to have a high educative and disciplinary value, and trains 
the power of observation better than any other study. In 
cities and in many large towns a special instructor is em- 
ployed. As we have not a sufficient number of schools to 
warrant this additional expense, it is my intention to arrange 
a course in drawing for the school and give it what attention 
my time admits of. 

MUSIC. 

During the year there has been no general system of 
musical instruction pursued in the schools, though good 
work has been done in this subject in some of the rooms. 
It has been the custom, whenever there have been teachers 
who wished to teach music, to supply them with books and 
have the subject taught. The result has very generally been 
that before the pupils have obtained a knowledge of the 
rudiments of music, the teachers have sought new fields  of 
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labor and the subject has been dropped without having been 
brought to a successful issue. The only remedy for this is 
to employ an instructor in music to visit the schools at 
regular intervals, give lessons in music and map out drill 
work to be given by the teachers. This plan is generally 
pursued in cities, and some of the Cape towns have success- 
fully tried it. 

PENMANSHIP. 

In some of the schools the pupils have made rapid im- 
provement in writing, th6ugh a like improvement cannot be 
reported of all. A good business handwriting is an impor- 
tant acquirement, and there is no good reason why all pupils 
who complete the grammar course should not be good busi- 
ness writers. Such, however, is far from being the case. 
The United States is known as a nation of poor writers. Of 
late, penmanship is receiving more attention, and schools in 
general are producing better writers. 

It is not essential that a teacher be an expert penman 
in order to teach writing successfully; but he should have a 
knowledge of the underlying principles of goocl penmanship 
and this can be acquired in a short time by any teacher. 
The time devoted to writing should receive the closest at- 
tention of the teacher. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL GRADUATIONS. 

In the past there has been a tendency on the part of 
pupils in some of our Grammar schools to become irregular 
in attendance as they reach the higher grades, and finally 
to leave school before having satisfactorily completed the 
course of study. As an incentive to more regular attend- 
ance, better work, and a completion of the prescribed 
course of study, it has been  decided to grant diplomas to 
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pupils who complete the Grammar course satisfactorily. 
Accordingly diplomas were presented at the close of the 
school year in each of the Grammar schools. . The plan has, 
in my opinion, proved an unqualified success thus far, as it 
has developed more interest in the schools on the part of 
both scholars and parents. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

The High schools have both been doing satisfactory 
work during the year, and commendable progress has been 
made in each of the branches taken up. Some doubt was 
expressed at the beginning of the year about there being 
scholars enough to warrant the expense of supporting two 
High schools. The year has passed. The time of annual 
examinations has come and gone and the number of success- 
ful applicants for admission to the High schools cannot fail 
to be most gratifying to all interested in the welfare of those 
schools. 

The North High school began its first year with 23 
pupils and closed the year with 21. Twelve have passed 
the recent entrance examinations, which will raise the 
membership to 33 and will necessitate the putting in of 
more desks. 

The South High school commenced  the year with  27 
.pupils.     During the year the membership was reduced to 
13.      There are  19 pupils in the entering class, which will 
raise  the   membership   of the school  to  32,  and will also 
necessitate the use of extra desks. 

TEACHERS. 

We are fortunate in having competent teachers in all 
our schools, and teachers thoroughly interested in their 
work.    The majority have had either a Normal training or a 
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college course to fit them for their work. During the year 
the committee has been called upon to accept the resignation 
of five teachers. 

At the close of the Spring term, Mr. J. M. Puffer, 
principal of the Dennis Grammar school, whose earnest and 
efficient work in school, his helpfulness socially and his 
genial good nature, had made friends of all, left us to 
further fit himself in his chosen profession. Mr. K. H. 
Granger, from the Harwich Centre Grammar school, was 
elected to take his place and has kept the school up to its 
former standard. 

Also at the close of the Spring term, Miss Eva B. 
Crosby resigned her position in the Dennis Primary to 
accept a more lucrative position elsewhere. Under her 
management the school had reached a high degree of 
excellence. She was succeeded by Miss S. K. Hall, a 
teacher of wide and successful experience, who at once 
proved her ability to continue the high standing of the 
school. 

Mr. William D. Davis, who took charge of the West 
Dennis Grammar in the Spring, resigned after one term of 
work. He was succeeded by Mr. C. E. Corliss, who is still 
with us. The school, though having been subjected to 
changes, has continued to receive good instruction and the 
pupils have made excellent progress during the year, as was 
lately evidenced by the general examinations. 

Miss Eva L. Edwards resigned her position in the 
Primary at Dennisport on account of ill health. Miss Nellie 
P. Sears took charge of the school with Miss Sadie Han- 
dren as assistant. 

At the close of the Fall term Mr. L. W. D. Record, 
principal of the Dennisport Grammar, resigned to take 
charge of the Orleans High school.    The vacancy was filled 
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by Mr. Wm. D. Davis, who taught at West Dennis during 
the Spring term. 

At the close of the winter term we lost another experi- 
enced and successful teacher in the resignation of Miss 
Evelyne Baker of the Intermediate department at Dennis- 
port. The vacancy caused by her resignation was filled by 
Miss Nellie Sears, leaving the Primary in charge of Miss 
Handren. 

At present each of the schools is quietly pursuing the 
even tenor of its way. No discord arises to check progress, 
and with the present corps of teachers the advancement of 
our schools seems assured. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The one thing that demands the most immediate and 
careful consideration of all interested in the progress of our 
schools is the matter of attendance. An investigation of 
last Spring's attendance reports shows for each week a 
number of schools that averaged 15 to 20 per cent, of the 
pupils absent for each school day of the week. This means 
that with the best of instruction thorough work cannot be 
done and the classes kept up to grade. To quote a passage 
from the superintendent's report for last year : "A lesson 
omitted is a lesson lost." At the end of the year those lost 
lessons are sure to count against the pupil. The result is 
that the pupils who are irregular in attendadce are generally 
the ones that fail in examinations. 

I have ascertained the average per cent, of the gradu- 
ating class of each of our Grammar schools, and I find that 
the school that ranks first in • attendance ranks first in 
scholarship ; and the school that has had the lowest per- 
centage of attendance has also the lowest scholarship 
average.     The scholarship average of any of our schools 



is 
can be closely estimated from the average attendance, and 
as a general rule the best scholars are the ones that have 
the fewest marks against them on the register. 

It would be difficult to exaggerate the evils arising 
from irregular attendance. Pupils who are irregular in 
attendance lose interest in school work and fail to get that 
spirit of investigation which is characteristic of the true 
scholar. I have labored most earnestly to better the at- 
tendance and have been gratified to find that our percentage 
for the year is considerably higher than that of last, not- 
withstanding the fact that several of the schools have been 
much affected by epidemic diseases. At present the 
attendance in all our schools is good, the average for last 
week being 95 93-100 per cent. The prospect is promising, 
but the best results cannot be hoped for without the 
co-operation of parents and citizens. 

Attention is called to the following extract from an act 
passed in 1885 : 

"The school committee shall not allow any pupil to 
attend the public schools while any member of the house- 
hold to which such pupil belongs is sick of smallpox, diph- 
theria, or scarlet fever, or during the period of two weeks 
after the death, recovery or removal of such sick person, 
and any person coming from such household shall be re- 
quired to present to the teacher of the school the pupil 
desires to attend, a certificate from the attending physician 
or Board of Health of the facts necessary to entitle him to 
admission in accordance with the above regulation." 

TEXT BOOKS. 

The following books are at present in use in our 
schools: Warren's Geography, Franklin's Arithmetic, Pat- 
terson's Grammar, Monroe's Speller, Lippincott's (Davis) 
Readers, Harper's Readers, the Normal Readers, Barnes's 
History,   Tarbell's    Language,   Greenleaf's   Algebra   and 
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Geometry, Meservey's Book-keeping, Barnes's Physiology, 
Myers's General, History, Mowry's Civil Government, 
Dana's Geology, Laughlin's Political Economy, Collar and 
Daniel's Latin Book, Harper and Tolman's Caesar, Allen 
and Greenough's Latin Grammar, Hart's Rhetoric. All of 
the above books are giving satisfaction, with the exception 
of the text book on rhetoric. 

At the beginning of the year Lippincott's Readers were 
put into the schools at Dennis and East Dennis, Harper's 
at South Dennis and West Dennis and the Normal Readers 
at Dennisport, the plan being to move the readers from one 
school to another as soon as they were read through, thereby 
giving the schools a wider range of reading in each grade. 
This has been carried out, and at present the Normal 
Readers are in use at Dennis and West Dennis, the Har- 
per's at East Dennis and Dennisport, and the Lippincott's 
at South Dennis. 

ATTENDANCE. 

SUMMER   TERM,   DENNISPORT. 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per Cent 

Grammar, 3S.80 28.54 79.72 
Intermediate, 2/.88 23.20 83.21 
Primary, 37.60 31-94 84.94 
Sub Primary, 43-18 

SOUTH   DENNIS. 

38-69 89.60 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per Cent 

Grammar, 23-45 20.9I 89.16 
Intermediate, 19-33 16.55 85.61 
Primary, 24-35 

WEST   DENNIS. 

20.21 82.99 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per Cent 

Grammar, 23 21.95 95-43 
Intermediate, 32.87 3O.29 92.15 
Primary, 32.75 29.75 90.83 
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EAST   DENNIS. 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Av. Membership. 

29.25 
37 

DENNIS. 

Av. Attendance. 

28 
34 

Per Cent 

9572 
91.89 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Total, 

Av. Membership. 

21 

22.2 

409.66 

Av. Attendance. 

I97I 
2I.20 

364.94 

Per Cent 

93-85 
95-49 
89.08 

WINTER   TERM,    DENNISPORT. 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary, 
Sub Primary, 

Av. Membership. 

32 
28.72 
35-8o 
39-84 

SOUTH   DENNIS. 

Av. Attendance. 

29 
25.62 
32.49 
36.94 

Per Cent 

90.62 
89.2O 
90.75 
92.72 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary, 

Av. Membership. 

28.69 
I7-50 
26.81 

WEST   DENNIS. 

Av. Attendance. 

25.89 
I5-50 
22.24 

Per Cent 

9O.24 
88.57 
82.95 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary, 
Sub Primary, 

Av. Membership. 

23 
4O.3I 
15-24 
22 

EAST   DENNIS. 

Av. Attendance. 

20.34 
38.7 
14.58 
18.62 

Per Cent 

88.43 
96 
95.66 
84.63 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Av. Membership. 

30 
32 

DENNIS. 

Av. Attendance. 

29.16 
27 

Per Cent 

97.20 
84-37 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Total, 

Av. Membership. 

17.8 
22.21 

4II.92 

Av. Attendance. 

16.9I 
I9.82 

372.81 

Per Cent 

95 
89.23 
90.50 
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Av. Membership.    Av. Attendance,    Per Cent 

North High School for year,       21.07 20.66 
South High School for year,        15.9 15.2 
Total enrolment, 
Average membership, 
Per cent, of attendance, 90 

The number of tardy marks found on the school 
ters are : 

East Dennis Grammar, 
West Dennis Primary, 
South Dennis Grammar, 
Dennis Grammar, 
Dennis Primary, 
South Dennis Intermediate, 
South High School, 
West Dennis Grammar, 
South Dennis Primary, 
North High School, 
West Dennis Intermediate, 
East Dennis Primary, 
Dennisport Sub-Primary, 
Dennisport Intermediate, 
Dennisport Primary, 
Dennisport Grammar, 

98.05 
95-59 

58i 
44776 
39-100 

regis- 

4 
4 
5 
7 

12 

16 
30 
32 
42 

5i 
56 
65 

no 
128 

155 
160 

877 

More than one-half of the tardy marks for the past 
three years have been found in the registers of the schools 
at Dennisport. 

NAMES OF SCHOLARS  WHO   HAVE  RECEIVED 
DIPLOMAS FROM GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

DENNIS. 

Charles L. Goodspeed, H. B. Heymann 
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19 1 EAST   DENNIS. 

Olive Shiverick, Willie Crowell, 
Lilla Chadbourn, Edgar Baker, 

1           Lydia Howes, Fred Hall, 
j           Emma Hall, Seth Nickerson, 

David Howes, Walter Hall. 

1 SOUTH    DENNIS. 

Leon W. Hall,     . Mabel £. Emery, 
J            Mercie Nickerson, Wattie F. B. Phillips, 

Harry L. Nickerson. 

WEST   DENNIS. 

j             Elvira Fuller, Mabelle Evans, 
j             Mabel Studley, Beccie M. Baxter, 
j             John G. Baker, Arthur B. Crowell, 
j              Lillian Crowell, Ruth Howes, 
1              Willie Wixon, James B. Baxter, 

1 Susan M. Chase. 

1 DENNISPORT. 

I               Isaac Kelley, Ellouise Baker, 
1              Jesse Chase, Grace In man, J Lottie Ellis. 

1               NO. OF PUPILS NEITHER  ABSENT  OR  TARDY. 

1 DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

1                        Summer Term, — Eugene F. Howes,   Charles L. Good- 
1                speed, Irving Ames 
1                        Winter Term,— - Warren Wigginton. 

1 PRIMARY. 

1                        Summer   Term,— Jennie   Davidson,   Laura   S.   Nye, 
1                 Agnes  N.  Howes, Harry J. Davidson,  Ray H. Goodspeed, 
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Willis  H.  Nye,  Howard  L.  Hall,  Wendell H. Goodspeed, 
Freddie W. Howes. 

Winter Term,— Harry Davidson, Daniel O. Davidson, 
Ray Goodspeed, Wendell Goodspeed, Willis Nye. 

EAST   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer Term,— Sadie Downs, Mabel Sears, Jennie 
Howes, Olive Shiverick, Edith Crowell, Sammie Robbins, 
Fred Hall, Edmund Sears, Willie Chase, Howard Hedge, 
William Crowell, Edgar Baker. 

Winter Term,— Sadie Downs, Nettie Sears, Edith 
Crowell, Jennie Howes, Lydia Howes, Edmund Sears, 
Louis Crowell, William Crowell. 

PRIMARY. 

Summer Term,— James Sears, Harry G. McAllistan. 
Winter Term,— Lewis Sears, Gertrude Crowell,  Grace 

Hedge. 
SOUTH   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer Term,— George Haskell, Mercie Nickerson. 
Winter Term,— Charles A. Crosby, Mercie Nickerson. 

INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer Term,— Charles Haskell,  Obed Kelley, May 
Hinckley. 

Winter Term,— Obed Kelley. 

PRIMARY. 

Summer Term,— Ina Haskell, Clinton Crosby. 
Winter Term,— Isaiah Kelley, Obed B.   Kelley, Abbie 

Nickerson, Nettie Rogers, Jessie Rogers. 

WEST   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Winter  Term,— Flora  Ellis,   Mammie   L.   Nickerson, 
Hattie F. Studley. 
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INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer Term,— Edgar P. Crowell, Eddie B. Crowell, 
Eddie F. Darling, Herbert A. Fisk, Amanda Hamblin, 
Grace L. Nickerson. 

Winter Term,— Albert T. Chase, Eddie B. Crowell, O. 
Frank Crowell, Willie P. D. Loring, Jimmie F. Newcomb, 
Amanda E. Hamblin. 

PRIMARY. 

Summer Term,—Frank Crowell, Rena Chase. 

DENNISPORT   GRAMMAR. 

Winter Term,— Thomas T. Young, Jessie Chase. 

INTERMEDIATE. 

Winter Term,— Alton L. Robbins, Albert Nickerson. 

PRIMARY. 

Winter Term,— Lina M. Stone, Lottie G. Edwards, 
Alton J. Baker, Irving S. Wixon. 

SUB-PRIMARY. 

Winter Term,— Lennie B. Chase. 

NUMBER   OF   PUPILS   NEITHER   ABSENT   NOR 

TARDY DURING THE YEAR. 

Dennis,— Harry Davidson, Ray H. Goodspeed, Wen- 
dell H. Goodspeed. 

East Dennis,— Sadie Downs, Edmund Sears, William 
Crowell. 

South Dennis,— Mercie Nickerson, Obed Kelley. 
West Dennis,— Eddie B. Crowell, Amanda E. Hamblin. 
For 4 i-2 years,— Ray H. Goodspeed of Dennis. 
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PRESENT CORPS OF TEACHERS. 

North High School, 
South High School, 
Dennis Grammar, 
East Dennis Grammar, 
South Dennis Grammar, 
West Dennis Grammar, 
Dennisport Grammar, 
South Dennis Intermediate, 
West Dennis Intermediate, 
Dennisport Intermediate, 
Dennis Primary, 
East Dennis Primary, 
South Dennis Primary, 
West Dennis Primary, 
West Dennis Sub-Primary, 
Dennisport Primary, 
Dennisport Sub-Primary, 

Mr. D. M. Nickerson 
Mr. B. M. Sheridan 
Mr. K. H. Granger 
Mr. S. A. Hayward 

Mr. B. E. Holland 
Mr. C. E. Corliss 
Mr. W. D. Davis 

Miss J. Olivia Crowell 
Miss Ida M. Lovell 

Miss Nellie P. Sears 
Miss S. Evie Hall 

Miss S. Belle Howes 
Miss Emelyn H. Stone 
Miss Mary D. Eldridge 

Miss Carrie M. Chase 
Miss Sadie Handren 
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APPENDIX. 

Course of study for the Public Schools of the Town of 
Dennis. Prepared by W. E. Chaffin, Superintendent of 
Schools.    Approved by the School Committee, May 23, 1891. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The functions of a graded course of study are: To set 
certain limits within which long experience has found it 
convenient to work during each year; to direct in the use of 
methods and to suggest certain subjects or topics that are 
worthy of special attention in drill and about which the 
teachers group their illustrations and applications. 

1st Grrade. 
READING. 

Script from board, Phonic objective method. 
Finish Chart and First Reader. 
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SPELLING. 

Write and spell own name, name of school, state and town, 
during last part of the year. 

Copy words and sentences from blackboard. 
Copy lessons which* have been read from book. 

LANGUAGE. 

Children tell stories from pictures. 
Lessons from objects, pictures and actions. 
Use of is, are, was, were, has, have and capital I. 
Period and question mark, (telling story and asking story.) 
Build sentences from words. 

NUMBER WORK. 

Teach all combinations of Nos. from i to 10, all teaching to 
be objective. 

To select 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, of a number of objects. 
Teach signs plus, minus, times, divided by, equals. 

WRITING. 

Teach r, u, m, n, x and w, critically. 

ORAL LESSONS. 

Qualities of objects, as rough, smooth, round, etc. 
Teach colors. 
Phonics —daily practice in. 
Lessons on objects in school room, such as chairs, desks, etc. 

2d Oracle. 
READING. 

Teach new words in each lesson. 
Continue work in First Reader, advancing to Second Reader 

last half of year. 
Have pupils tell stories about pictures. 
Daily practice on phonic sounds. 
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SPELLING. 

Words from reading lesson. 
Days of the week and month, and abbreviations for same. 

WRITING. 

Continue small letters in following order: 
o, e, c, r, s, a, d, p, t with capitals A, N, M, E, C, D, B. 
Use slates, also paper and pencil. 

NUMBER WORK. 

Teach numbers to 20, all combinations in each. 
Add and subtract columns of units. 
Resolve numbers into tens and units. 
Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division tables to 

be made to 20. 

LANGUAGE. 

Simple lessons on common plants, naming and describing 
parts, number, size, color, etc. # 

Recitation of memorized passages of poetry. 
Lessons on objects: 
Teacher should present object and ask pupils its name, color, 

form, size, parts and uses. 
Apply proper qualities to objects, as rough, brittle,  elastic, 

transparent, porous, fluid, solid. 
Correct mistakes and aim to secure connected and smooth 

statements. 
Teach use of this, that, these and those. 
Written work :   Copying from blackboard and reader written 

statements learned in oral lessons. 

3rd. Grade. 
READING. 

Drill on phonics. 
Vocal drill. 
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Supplementary reading. 
Finish at least two second readers during the year. 

SPELLING. 

Oral and written spelling. 
Words selected chiefly from reading lessons. 
Drill on short common words which are most frequently 

misspelled, among which are: whose, which, where, 
there, their, piece, lead pencil, believe, through, thought, 
laughed, father, ought, sugar, color, Wednesday. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Teach multiplication tables to 12x12, using slate or black- 
board. 

Add, subtract, multiply and divide tens, hundreds, thousands. 
Teach Roman numerals to C. 
Mental exercises in addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. 
Use primary arithmetic in connection with work if necessary. 

LANGUAGE. 

Teachers read stories, pupils reproduce. 
Pupils write stories from pictures. 
Recitations from memorized selections. 
Continue lessons on plants. 
Teach use of pronouns in sentences. "John and I went." 

"It is I." "He told Mary and me," and other like 
sentences. 

Teach use of might, may, get, can,-must, very, real, beside, 
on, upon, under. 

Prefixes and suffixes. 
Written work, continue as in second year. 
Introduce letter writing, teaching from board the arrange- 

ment of parts. 

_ 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

Acquaint pupils with home geography by talking to them 
about known objects as pond, brook, hill, road, plain, 
ocean, rain. 

Give ideas of map drawing and location of places, by draw- 
ing lines to represent roads known to pupils, locating 
school-houses and other buildings, ponds, brooks, etc. 

Primary Geography used in connection with work. 

WRITING. 

Complete small letters and capitals. 
Teach letters from blackboard and drill on practice paper. 

4=tla Oracle. 
READING. 

Work in Third Reader, using as much supplementary read- 
ing of the same grade as time admits of. 

SPELLING. 

Oral and written from spelling book. 
Words for spelling should be dictated distinctly and but once. 
Special lessons on geographical and historical names. 
In all cases words misspelled should be rewritten correctly. 
Review lessons made up of words misspelled. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Primary arithmetic used as text book, L. C. M. and G. C. F. 
Common and decimal fractions. 
Notation and numeration. 

LANGUAGE. 

Continue  daily oral lessons to teach right forms and con- 
structions. 

Teach forms of verbs sit, lie. 
Use different tenses in active and passive voices. 
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Use forms of who, " Whom did I see." 
Teach correct use of who, which and what. 
Continue practice in letter writing. 
Give dictation exercises and have pupils correct from book. 
Short written descriptions of objects. 
Continue recitations from memorized selections, writing 

them from memory and correcting from book. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Continue use of Small Geography. 
Map drawing should be frequently practised. 

WRITING. 

Illustrate common errors on blackboard, and explain correct 
forms. 

Correct position should be insisted on. 

5th. Grracle. 
READING. 

Use an easy Fourth Reader or an advanced Third. 
Criticise. 
Criticism not to be on faults alone nor of trivial slips, as 

"He said a for an," but of excellence and defects in 
some of the essential qualities, as distinctness, rapidity, 
pitch, expression. 

Practice in criticism should continue all through the course. 

SPELLING. 

During remainder of course continue as during 4th Grade. 
Supplementary   work  on   words  found in connection with 

other studies. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Commence'Franklin's Written Arithmetic. 
Give much supplementary work. 
Care  should be taken that the pupil gets the meaning as 
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well as the words of a definition or rule. 
Take to common fractions, Page 88;  and review. 

LANGUAGE. 

Continue work of 4th Grade. 
Train orally and by dictation exercises to correct habits in 

use of sit and set, lie and lay, shall and will, may and 
can, learn and teach, in and into, stop and stay. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Commence Large Geography. 
Use care that the pupils understand meaning of all Words in 

the lesson. 
Continue map drawing. 

WRITING. 
As in 4th Grade. 

6th. Grracle. 
READPNG. 

Continue in Fourth Reader. 
Drill on vocal exercises. 
Require use of reference books in connection with reading 

lesson. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Franklin Arithmetic. 
Continue from page 88 to Metric System, page 173. 

LANGUAGE. 

Continue dictation exercises. 
Letter writing. 
Teach to form complex and compound sentences from sim- 

ple ones by connecting them. 
Criticise faults. 
Change poetry into prose. 
Text book used in connection with work. 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

Warren's Large Geography continued. 
Use should be made of newspapers, by having the places 

mentioned in the news and shipping columns  located 
by the pupils. 

WRITING. 

As in preceding grades. 

7th. Gh?ade. 
READING. 

Use Fifth Reader. 
Elocutionary drill on selected pieces. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Continue Franklin's Arithmetic from page 173 to page 231 
and review. 

Give much drill on writing notes, bills and other business 
papers. 

GRAMMAR. 

Begin study of simple sentences, subject and predicate. 
Teach parts of speech, business letters, applications for sit- 

uations, answers to advertisements, receipts for money. 
Text book work. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Continue Warren's Geography as in lower grades. 

WRITING. 

Taught as in lower grades. 

U. S. HISTORY. 

Begin Barnes's History of U. S. 
Encourage supplementary reading. 
Frequent reviews. 
Have pupils locate places mentioned in lesson on map. 

? 

* 
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8th. Grracle. 
READING. 

»• Use Fifth or Sixth Reader. 
Elocutionary drill on selected pieces. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Continue Franklin's Arithmetic from page 231 to 299. 
Give much supplementary work. 

GRAMMAR. 

Work from text book. 
Teach analysis, parsing and composition. 
Continue supplementary work as in 7th Grade. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Complete Warren's Geography. 

U.  S.   HISTORY. 

Continue Barnes's History. 
Finish and Review. 
Require supplementary work. 

PENMANSHIP. 

',: Great care should be exercised that the pupils use the cor- 
rect movement. 

titv , 
Much drill on movement exercises. 
Always require at least 5 minutes on movement exercises at 

the beginning of each lesson in penmanship. 
Teach pupils to criticise their work constantly. 
Criticise in regard to slant, spacing, height, of letters and 

form. 

IN GENERAL. 

Physiology and Hygiene continued throughout the course. 
No careless work should be allowed during the course. 
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Teachers should be careful to have pupils read in a natural 
tone of voice aud give correct expression from the first. 

Every school exercise should be a language exercise. 
No incomplete or ungrammatical statement should pass un- 

corrected by the teacher. 

GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO TEACHERS. 

Give careful attention to the ventilation of the school room. 
Do not, as a rule, detain pupils at recess or after school for 

the purpose of recitation or study. 
Require pupils to be orderly and quiet at all times when in 

the school building, giving special attention when the 
pupils pass out at recess or at close of session. 

Teachers should have a fixed daily programme of class ro- 
tation (written on the board) and so arranged as to give 
the greatest possible amount of time for lesson prepara- 
tion. 

Call the classes on time and dismiss promptly. 
Particular attention is called to the use of school property. 
Pupils slwuld be required to keep the books assigned them neat 

and clean. 
Allow no school supplies to be carelessly wasted. 
Too much attention cannot be given to morals and manners. 

They are of first importance. 'As is the child so is 
the man." 

Follow the course of study closely, modified only by directions 
hereafter given by the superintendent. 

I 
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