
ANNUAL 

SCHOOL REPORT 

OF THE 

TOWN OF DENNIS, 

1893=94. 

•!"!•   £Z.   •>?• 
»i»   *i»   'i» 

YARMOUTHPORT, MASS.: 
C. F. SWIFT & SON, PRINTERS 

1894. 





ANNUAL 

SCHOOL REPORT 

OF THE 

TOWN OF DENNIS, 

1893=94. 

At. At. .>«. 
'V»  »h  •*• 

YARMOUTHPORT, MASS.: 
C. F. SWIFT & SON, PRINTERS 

1894. 





School Officers. 

LUTHER HALL, 
Local Committee, 

Local Committee, 

Local Committee, 

Local Committee, 

Local Committee, 

Local Committee, 

JOSHUA CROWELL, 

JOTHAM NICKERSON, 

LUTHER CHILD, 

J. P. EDWARDS, 

R. P. KELLEY, 

Chairman. 

LUTHER HALL. 

Secretary. 

JOTHAM NICKERSON. 

Dennis 

East Dennis 

South Dennis 

West Dennis 

Dennisport 

Dennisport 

Superintendent of Schools. 

WILLIAM E. CHAFFIN. 

Distributing Agent of Books and Supplies. 

WILLIAM E. CHAFFIN. 

Truant Officers. 
HEMAN BANTER, J. M. EDWARDS 





Committee's Report. 

The school committee herewith present their annual report: 
The members of the board were the same as last year with the 

exception of Jotham Nickerson, who succeeded Wm. H. Baxter. 
The board was organized by the choice of Luther Hall, 

chairman, and Jotham Nickerson, secretary. 
Heman Baxter and J. M. Edwards were chosen truant 

officers for the school year. 
At a joint meeting of the committees of Dennis and 

Yarmouth, A. B. Chase was chosen chairman and Joshua Crowell 
was chosen secretary of the district. Wm. E. Chaffin was 
re-elected superintendent of schools. The past year in school 
matters has not been different from the three years past as far as 
the management of the board is concerned. The aim of the 
committee being to promote as far as possible the educational 
interests of the town, we are glad to say our schools are provided 
with teachers of ability, earnest in their work, and are faithfully 
watched over by the superintendent. 
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$6,073 50 
448 85 
388 32 
269 66 
147 74 
533 18 
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SCHOOL EXPENDITURES. 

The amount paid teachers in our schools the last year 
was (as per financial report),   . 

Care of houses, etc., 
Fuel and preparing, 
Expended by way of repairs, 
Miscellaneous expenses, 
School books and supplies,   . 

$7,861 25 
This does not include the cost of High school building or the 

school committee's and superintendent's salary. 
The school committee share only with the rest of their 

fellow-citizens, yet they desire to express their thanks for the 
liberal support which the town extends to the cause of education. 
Commensurate with the generosity of the town is the duty to use 
its means prudently. It is not surprising that some suspicion of 
extravagance should exist where sums, large in the aggregate, 
are expended for purposes not fully understood by many, but in 
truth, no public board is more secure against wasteful expense 
than that of the school committee. School-houses are built 
under the direction of the town, salaries are fixed by market 
value, fuel has its fixed price. Nearly the whole fund is exhausted 
by two or three large items. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 

The cost of school books and supplies, considering the 
expensive books necessary in supplying our High schools, has 
been very reasonable the past year. This is to the credit of the 
superintendent,- who has used the strictest economy in selecting, 
distributing and transferring the supplies from one school to 
another. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES, ETC. 

At the annual meeting of the town it was voted to build a 
house for the use of the South Side High school. $3000 was 
appropriated for the purpose.     Luther Fisk, J. P. Edwards and 



F. M. Swift were chosen building committee. The whole expense 
to the town, including well, fence, extra desks, blackboards, 
ventilators required by the State, services of building committee, 
etc., was $2,799.80. 

The building is not only sightly, but convenient, and reflects 
much credit on the building committee. 

The committee desire to extend their thanks to the heirs of 
Ezra H. Baker for their generosity in presenting to the town the 
lot on which the High school building is located; also to Mr. 
Winship for the beautiful American flag which floats over the 
building; also to Messrs. C. F. Baker & Co., for the truck and 
fixings for the flag staff. 

The town is now amply supplied with school buildings. The 
expense on the other buildings has been light and will need 
nothing more than the ordinary expense of repairs the present 
year. 

TRUANT OFFICERS. 

Messrs. Edwards and Baxter have served the town as truant 
officers the past year. The services of such officers are not much 
required in this town. Parents as a general thing see that their 
children attend school the required time; still, there are some 
cases of truancy. We hope we shall not be required to enforce 
the truant laws. 

In conclusion will say: Our schools as a whole are in far 
better condition today than they have been for several years. 
Never have we had better supervision. The system of instruction 
has been better, the schools better graded and more regularly 
attended. As a town, we now sustain a creditable rank in the 
County and State in the matter of providing for the education of 
the young. It is our wish we may never fall below the average 
in such matters. The committee have confidence that the well 
known good sense of the people of Dennis will lead them to make 
many other retrenchments of less relative importance before they 
shall feel called upon to impair the present advantages of their 
children for acquiring the elements of knowledge. 
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For a detailed report of the work done the past year and for 
all statistical information, you are respectfully referred to the 
report of the superintendent, annexed. 

Respectfully, 
LUTHER HALL, Chairman. 



Superintendent's Report. 
To THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE : 

The following is presented as my third annual report of the 
schools of Dennis : 

STATISTICS. 

Number of children enrolled in the public schools,        . 514 
Number of children: 

Between 5 and 15,                 •                  .            . 410 
Number of children enrolled : 

Over 15 years of age,     .            .            .            . 101 
Number of children enrolled : 

Under 5 years of age,     . 3 
Number of children enrolled : 

Between 8 and 14 years of age,     .            .            . 273 
Number of school buildings,     .... 7 
Number of school rooms,           .... 18 
Number of teachers employed during the year,             . 19 
Number employed during any one time,             .            . 15 
Number of gentlemen teachers,             ... 6 
Number of lady teachers,           .... 9 
Average membership,    ..... 468.35 
Average attendance,      ..... 433.09 
Percentage of attendance,         .... 92.46 
Number of visitors during the year,      .            .            . 1,560 
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The schools on the whole are now doing more even and 
systematic work than at any previous time since I have had 
connection with them. During the year few changes have 
occurred in our teaching force, and each time when a change has 
occurred we have been fortunate in the selection of teacher. 

The teachers filling these vacancies have with one exception 
been residents of our town and their success, in my opinion, goes 
to prove that we are more liable to secure competent instruction 
in our schools, by selecting from those whose scholarship and 
general abilities we are acquainted with, than to take our chances 
with those who apply to us from a distance. The former course 
presents the advantage of patronizing our own schools, and also 
of securing teachers who, if successful, will remain with us for a 
longer period of time. It is always an advantage to any school 
system to have on its teaching force a certain percentage of 
teachers who have received their education in other schools. We 
have, however, but comparatively few teachers from the schools 
of Dennis and can safely encourage "home talent," providing 
applicants have fitted themselves for teaching in accordance with 
the regulations of the school board. 

At the close of the school year in the summer Mr. Cook, of 
the Dennis Grammar school, resigned, his place being filled in the 
fall by Miss S. Evie Hall, who had been teaching the .Primary of 
that place. The former position was supplied by Miss Emelyn 
Stone, whose work since accepting the school shows her to be one 
of our most progressive teachers. At East Dennis Miss S. Belle 
Howes resigned her position in the Primary department. Miss 
Emma G. Hall was elected to take charge of the school in the 
fall, and by her careful and painstaking work has kept the school 
up to its former standard. Also at the close of the summer term 
Mr. H. E. Coombs, principal of the South Dennis Grammar 
school, resigned his position. Mr. James White, from the 
Sandwich Grammar school, succeeded him. His energetic work 
and excellent methods have materially raised the standard of the 
school. At the opening of the schools in the fall Miss Eldridge 
was transferred from the Primary department of West Dennis to 
that of Dennisport. By this change West Dennis lost a teacher 
whose plac£ is not easily filled, but her work was equally needed 
at Dennisport and the board has lost nothing by the change. 
Miss Addie Garfield was elected to the school left vacant by the 
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transfer of Miss Eldridge. She began her duties in that position 
without previous experience as a teacher, consequently her work 
was noted with special interest, and I feel that it gives equal 
pleasure to the committee and myself to be able to say that her 
labors have been successful from the first; that she has shown 
particular ability to put suggested improvements into practice, 
and that her improvement in method of instruction has been 
unusually rapid. Mr. Sheridan has continued with us through 
the year, although he has refused a larger salary than we can 
afford to pay him in order to do so. He is a'man of rare abilities 
as an instructor, and it was owing to special work on his part 
that the pupils referred to in another section were enabled to pass 
so successfully the entrance examinations of college. The 
remaining teachers have been with us through the }Tear, and have 
without exception labored earnestly and faithfully in the discharge 
of their duties. 

The plan of work has been substantially the same as that 
pursued heretofore, particular attention being devoted to the 
strengthening of weak points noted in the last examfciations for 
promotion, aad to a more systematic development of drawing. 
In short, to enrich our course of study by concentrating our 
energies on the branches now pursued. 

In addition to the regular examinations given by the teachers 
during the year, I have from time to time given such brief oral 
and written tests as, in my judgment, occasion required. Many 
of these tests have been devoted to language. I find that many 
pupils, who can express themselves fairly well orally, are liable to 
make many errors and poorly constructed sentences when called 
upon to express themselves in writing. This weakness is being 
remedied by devoting more critical attention to written work, and 
during the latter part of the year, better, though not satisfactory, 
work is being handed in. 

The result of the final examinations previous to Grammar 
graduations showed a lower general standard in arithmetic than 
in other studies, in consequence of which more attention has been 
given that branch in those schools where the deficiency was most 
noticeable. Improvement has been made, but much work needs 
to be done during the coming term in some of the rooms in order 
to reach a desired proficiency by the close of the year. 
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READING. 

Steady progress has been made in reading. Whenever new 
text books have been required English Classics, from the Riverside 
Literature Series, have been introduced. Although much was 
hoped for by their introduction, they have proved helpful 
beyond expectation. New interest has been awakened, more 
intelligent reading is the direct result, and it is hoped that the 
■pupils will acquire a taste for standard reading such as will direct 
their future reading into more helpful and elevating channels than 
the reading of "trasjiy literature" that has absorbed so much of 
the attention of young America for the past two decades. 

It would be well to have made out lists of the most suitable 
books that are to be found in libraries within the reach of the 
pupils, and a course of home reading for the pupils mapped out 
from them. Frequent book reviews based .upon this reading 
might be introduced into the Friday afternoon exercises, to serve 
the double purpose of giving the scholar practice in original 
composition, and of fixing his impressions of books read. 

* HISTORY. 

It will be remembered that on the first establishment of the 
High schools, United States History was so little studied in the 
common schools that it became necessary to include that study in 
the High school course. The next year's work showed improve- 
ment in the common schools in this branch, and the last annual 
examinations show a higher general standard for history than for 
any other subject. United States History has consequently been 
dropped from the High school course of study, giving the much 
needed time to other subjects. 

DRAWING. 

In my last annual report I spoke somewhat at length upon 
ihe benefits to be derived from drawing, in the schools. Since 
that time general improvement has been made, and in some rooms 
I have noticed samples of artistic original designing, done by the 
pupils. The drawings are kept for inspection, as are 
compositions, letters and written work from every grade. 
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TEACHERS' MEETINGS. 

In the spring a teachers' convention was held at Buzzard's 
Bay, which the teachers of Dennis attended. In the fall another 
was held at the same place, and also one at Harwich. The 
meeting at Harwich was especially helpful and was well attended 
by the teachers of this district. During the winter term the 
teachers of Yarmouth and Dennis met at the Yarmouth High 
school building. At this meeting particular attention was paid to 
penmanship and drawing. Mr. Henry T. Bailey, of the State 
Board of Education, was in attendance and gave a most 
instructive and interesting discourse on drawing. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

The High schools continue to be well supported and are 
doing all that can be expected of them. That a higli standard of 
scholarship has been reached is assured by the fact that of the 
two graduates who took the entrance examinations of Amherst 
College last fall both passed without condition. When we consider 
that, our High schools have but a three years' course of study, and 
that a four years' course above the common schools is almost 
universally required to fit pupils for college, we may well feel that 
our High schools have already reached a standard to be proud of. 
It also assures us that the standard of our common schools must 
compare favorably with the common school standard of the 
larger towns and cit'es of the state. 

Although our High schools have reached a high standard in 
regard to thoroughness of work, the course is rendered much 
narrower than it would be if a small reference library were at 
hand. The schools also are still much in need of physical 
apparatus. For a more detailed report of their needs and 
condition you are referred to the reports of the instructors having 
them in charge, which will be found cogent and to the point. 

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 

With but slight exception the same text books are in use as 
were when listed in a previous report. As these books are still 
continuing to give satisfaction and are among the most approved 
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text books on the market, no changes will be necessary at present. 
Many of the books now in use are nearly worn out and will soon 
have to be replaced with new ones. We have increased our 
range in reading by adding to our previous list of readers, from 
the Riverside Literature Series : Longfellow's Courtship of Miles 
Standish, Hawthorne's Tanglewood Tales, True Stories 'from 
New England History, also by Hawthorne, Hans Andersen's 
Stories, and a few other books from the same series. The 
results attending the introduction of these books have been 
spoken of in another section. The work in United States History 
would be much strengthened by the use of another text book in 
connection with the one now in use. Most of the expense for 
books during the year just closed has been for text books in the 
High schools, made necessary by the large number of pupils in 
the entering classes. 

PROMOTIONS. 

It is now generally accepted that the best method of 
promoting pupils is to base promotion largely on recommendation 
of the teachers having them in charge. This system has been 
generally adhered to in promoting from one grade to another of 
the common schools, tests being given by myself whenever there 
has been doubt about the advisability of promotion. The test to 
ascertain the fitness of pupils to receive Grammar school 
diplomas, which admit to the High school, continues to be a set 
of written examinations given by the superintendent. This it 
would seem must of necessity be the case so long as there is so 
frequent change of Grammar teachers. Each year finds us with 
a number of Grammar teachers who, from having been with us 
but a short time, are unfamiliar with our standards of work. 
Also, our schools are at such distance from each other as to 
render frequent grade meetings for discussion of work out of the 
question. The result is that the different teachers have different 
standards of thoroughness, which would result in pupils reaching 
the High school from the different sections of the town, with 
different standards of fitness, if the Grammar teachers were 
required to promote. 
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At the annual examinations there are sometimes pupils who 
wish more time than that allotted, in which to complete their 
work. That the time allotted is amply sufficient, is proved by 
the fact that the majority of the pupils complete the work in 
much less than the allotted time. While some pupils are naturally 
quicker than others and require a comparatively short time to 
complete their work, the requirement of an unduly long period of 
time to complete the work, denotes poor scholarship. The time 
is not consumed working or writing answers to the questions, but 
in vainly trying to recall facts that have passed before the mind. 

The standard for entrance to the High schools has been 
practically the same since the schools were first organized. There 
are important reasons why the standard should be raised. There 
continue each year to reach the High schools pupils who, though 
they have been recommended for promotion by their teachers and 
have attained the required average standing in their final Grammar 
examinations, are deficient in English to such an extent as to 
render much work of Grammar grade necessary in the High 
schools. Our High school masters, who each have to cover the 
whole course of study without an assistant, have absolutely no 
time to devote to Grammar work. If they are required to do 
work that should have been done in the common schools, we 
cannot reasonably expect them to maintain the standard of 
excellence we wish to maintain in the High schools. Again, if 
pupils who are unable to express themselves in writing without 
frequent mistakes can obtain diplomas from our Grammar schools, 
it will soon be esteemed little honor to receive one. For further 
information relative to the necessity of raising our present 
Grammar standard, you are referred to the reports of the High 
school masters. 
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ATTENDANCE. 

In my previous reports so much has been said in reference to 
this subject that anything I may now say will seem much like 
repetition, still the subject is so important that I cannot pass it 
without remark. Severe storms and in some sections epidemic 
disease have recently so affected attendance that our percentage 
for the year will be considerably lower than it otherwise would 
have been. On the whole the attendance has been good. There 
seems to be a growing tendency ou the part of parents to regard 
it as important that their children attend school regularly. There 
continue to bo a few, however, who do not seem to care about the 
progress of their children, and who do not realize the injury they 
are doing them by allowing them to be frequently absent from 
school. 

Several cases of "chronic" tardiness are reported, for which 
the parents seem to be at fault. Parents should regard it as a 
duty they owe to their children to see to it that they start from home 
having ample time to reach school before 9 o'clock. To those in 
any way connected with or interested in the schools I would say : 
Raising the standard of attendance is one of the surest means of 
benefiting the schools. 

Below is given a list showing membership and percentage of 
attendance in the different schools : 



Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary,     . 
Sub-Primary, 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Primary, 
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SUMMER TERM. 

DENNISPORT. 

Av. Membership Av. Attendance Per Cent 

33.58 32.22 95.95 
27.68 25.93 93.67 
37.92 ,34.71 91.53 
42.28 38.21 90.37 

SOUTH  DENNIS. 

Av. Membership Av. Attendance Per Cent 

32.06 29.29 91.35 
38.85 35.3 90.86 

WEST  DENNIS. 

Av. Membership Av. Attendance Per Cent 

30.75 28.75 93.56 
30.14 29.09 96.48 
33.57 31.36 93.41 

EAST   DENNIS. 

Av. Membership Av. Attendance Per Cent 

29.42 29.2 99.25 
37.14 34.82 93.75 

DENNIS. 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Av. Membership 

17.815 
22.99 

Av. Attendance   Per Cent 

16.75 94.02 
22.18 96.47 

WINTER TERM. 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary, 
Sub-Primary, 

DENNISPORT. 

Av. Membership Av. Attendance Per Cent 

37.11 34.25 92.29 
33.3 30.78 92.43 
34.92 32.48 93.01 
26.94 24.11 89.49 
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SOUTH  DENNIS. 

Av. Membership Av. Attendance Per Cent 

40.375            33.955 84.09 
36.45              30.5 83.67 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Av. Membership   Av. Attendance   Per Cent 

North High School for year, 30.30 29.23 96.3 
South High School for year, 35.66 34.10 95.6 

TARDINESS. 

WEST   DENNIS. 

Av. Membership Av . Attendance Per Cent 

39.75 37.62 94.66 
20.83 19.42 93.23 
30.86 27.90 90.4 

EAST  DENNIS. 

Av. Membership Av Attendance Per Cent 

24.7 23.25 94.3 
30.82 24.6 78.91 

DENNIS. 

Av. Membership Av Attendance Per Cent 

13.93 13.22 94.9 
20.76 19.56 94.21 

Number of tardy marks found on the school register 
East Dennis Grammar,    . 
North High, 
West Dennis Primary, 
South Hig^, 
Dennisport Intermediate, 
West Dennis Intermediate, 
Dennis Grammar, 
Dennis Primary, 
East Dennis Primary, 
South Dennis Grammar, 
Dennisport Primary, 
West Dennis Grammar, 

4 
5 

18 
23 
23 
24 
26 
27 
27 
35 
48 
52 
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Dennisport Sub-Primary, . . . 56 
South Dennis Primary,    ..... 63 
Dennisport Grammar,      ..... 71 

Total, . . . 502 
Total in report of last year, . .' . 932 

The registers show more cases of tardiness than there should 
have been, still much improvement has been made over last year, 
most notably in Dennisport, which has less than half the amount 
of tardiness it had last year, while the total tardiness in town is 
but a trifle over 53 per cent, of that of last year. This is a gain 
in an important direction. It should be remembered that pupils 
during school life are forming habits that make or mar their 
character. No instance of tardiness should pass without 
investigation or reprimand from the teacher, as there are always 
those who will '' stop to play marbles" and arrive late at school 
if they find they can do so without censure. This will soon 
develop into a habit, if not checked, and the pupil grows up to 
be one of those who are habitually late at gatherings of all sorts 
and on account of whose tardiness entertainments of all kinds 
regularly begin some fifteen minutes after the advertised time. 

There should be greater uniformity in the different schools iu 
marking tardiness. I find that in some schools the roll has been 
called after the morning exercises, from ten to fifteen minutes 
after nine, any tardiness that might occur up to the calling of the 
roll not being counted. Some of the teachers who have been 
most energetic in securing prompt attendance and whose pupils 
have the highest regard for punctuality have had charge of schools 
quite well down on the list included in this article. This is owing 
to the fact that all pupils attending a session, who were not in file 
to march in with the school, have been marked tardy. As 
prominence is given this subject in the annual reports, justice to 
teachers and pupils requires that there be absolute uniformity in 
regard to marking tardiness. 

The tardy mark was doubtless instituted to censure 
impunctuality and indicates no definite amount of lost time. If a 
pupil could be a minute late and not deserve to be marked, he, on 
the same principle, could be an hour late without deserving a 
mark.    School begins when order is required of the pupils.    Order 
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is required iu the file while marching in ; hence, school has 
commenced, and all pupils not in file should be marked tardy on 
appearing during the session. 

TRUANT OFFICERS. 

None in connection with the schools have better earned the 
salaries paid them than the truant officers ; and fhe material 
improvement in attendance noted in some parts of the town is, to 
a considerable degree, due to the ready manner in which the 
truant officers have responded to the calls made upon them. 

Their work, though sometimes unpleasant, needs to be done 
and they should receive the hearty support of all. Barnstable 
County has not the truant school accommodations that could be 
desired, but I see no reason why the law concerning fines for 
insufficient attendance—a copy of which was printed in my last 
report—could not be enforced to advantage in some cases. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. E. CHAFFIN, Superintendent. 

. 



Special Reports. 

REPORT OF THE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL. 

MR. WILLIAM E. CHAFFIN, Supt. of Schools: 
Dear Sir,—I have the honor to submit my second annual 

report of the North High school, for the year ending March 30, 
1891. The general work has been very satisfactory, and 
commendable progress has been made in all studies. 

DISCIPLINE. 

I contend that there can be no permanent prosperity or real 
progress unless the scholar is subject to rules. Where this does 
not exist the school is worthless. To have it perfect, there should 
be a willing obedience to authority without the display of 
passion. It should be discipline founded on respect. Accurate 
knowledge is to a disciplined mind what delicate and cunning 
instruments are to the artist. 
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NUMBER AND ATTENDANCE. 

Entire enrollment for the year, ... 46 
Present number of boys in the school, . .19 
Present number of girls in the school, . .    20 

Total,  39 
Per cent, of attendance,             .... 96.4 
Number graduated in class of '93,                    .            . 4 
Number in each class : 

Senior,      ...           .            .           .            . 10 
Middle,  9 
Junior, .    .            .            .            .            .• 20 

The attendance has been very irregular, as will be seen by 
the percentage of attendance (96.4). This is due, in a measure, 
to sickness, and, in a few instances, to thoughtlessness of parents. 
I am of the opinion that irregularity of attendance is the most 
serious obstacle to all true development in the public school, and 
that this is as directly under the control of the parent or guardian 
as is the matter of food and clothing. 

An inconstant pupil cannot sustain his standing in class, and 
when he finds himself falling behind, he invariably complains that 
the work is too difficult; seeks every opportunity to absent 
himself from recitation; becomes indifferent, careless, and 
discouraged ; soon drops out of the class and, most always, out 
of school. 

It would not be unjust to say that it must appear to a close 
observer that the school and all its interests are, in many instances, 
made secondary to every other consideration, however trivial. 

I wish that the scholars might be at school every school day, 
in season and in the "best possible condition of mind and body 
for work, and no excuse for tardiness or absence should be 
granted, except for positive illness. When the child is in the 
schoolroom and engaged in work, the parent should demand of 
him that at all times he should be patient, painstaking and 
faithful; and not only should the parent demand this, but he 
should actually take measures to know that the child lives up to 
these requirements. In order to do this he must visit the school 
frequently;   he   must  become   thoroughly   acquainted   with   and 
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interested in its workings, and must let his children see and share 
his enthusiasm. 

In conclusion I desire to thank those who have assisted me, 
for their co-operation in advancing the interests of the school. 

Eespectfully submitted, 
BEET E. HOLLAND, Principal. 

MK. W. E. CHAFFIX, Superintendent of Schools: 
The past year has witnessed an unprecedented increase in 

numbers, rendering still more exacting the duties of a single 
teacher. Therefore, if the year has been a prosperous one, it 
must be due, in a great measure, to the loyal support and 
co-operation of a large number of the pupils. 

DISCIPLINE. 

It was not surprising that in so large a body as the entering 
class there were found several spirits who accepted with but little 
graciousness at first the new conditions ; but the readiness with 
which the great majority accepted their responsibility and 
responded to their duty, was gratifying in the extreme. In 
bringing about this result, credit is due to the wholesome influence 
of many of the older pupils. 

NUMBERS AND ATTENDANCE. 

Whole number enrolled, 
Present number of boys, 
Present number of girls, 

Total, 
Per cent, of attendance, 
Number in each class : 

Senior, 
Middle,    .... 
Junior,     . 

The four youug men graduated this year have all continued 
their studies, either as regular or special students, in some higher 
institution.     The fact that the two   graduates   of  the  classical 

.    16 
*±U 

.    25 

.                         t 41 

• 95.6, 

8 
. 12 
.     >                   . 21 
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course were admitted to Amherst without conditions, and are 
easily maintaining themselves there at a standing above the 
average, is sufficient evidence of the character of the work done 
in this department. 

It is probably useless to add here another appeal to parents 
regarding their duty in the matter of attendance. It is especially 
upon stormy days that our averages suffer. In a few cases, 
perhaps, absence is excusable ; in many others it is not so. It is 
unnecessary to say that a wise regard for the health of children is 
of first importance. However zealous we may be in our efforts in 
this directiop, we never forget that fact. But it should be borne 
in mind that New England character and enterprise have not been 
founded on fair-weather education. Moreover, five years of 
constant observation in the schools of the town have convinced 
me that it is not the delicately framed child who is absent on such 
occasions ; more often it is the one of robust constitution. It is 
not the seat of the studious and ambitious pupil which is found 
vacant; it is rather that of the indifferent and the indolent. 

HOME STUDY. 

A more serious hindrance still to the pupil's advancement is 
the outside interests which divide the time of so many of our 
pupils. The importance of regularity, singleness of purpose and 
concentration during school life cannot be too strongly insisted 
upon. In not a few cases the iildifferent progress at school is 
directly attributable to lack of systematic study at home. The 
school session is too short for an adequate preparation of lessons, 
and economy of time and effort renders it necessary that periods 
of home study should be regular and free from interruption. 
This involves no unreasonable reduction of the hours of recreation-, 
but a substitution of methodical for desultory habits of work— 
the secret of success in any field. The statement of the difficulty 
suggests the remedy. The responsibility rests with the parents 
for a condition of things that does much to defeat the most 
earnest efforts of the teacher. 
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THE EMPHASIS ON ENGLISH. 

Realizing the truth of the charge that the schools of our 
State are deficient in the matter of Englisli, I have, for the past 
year, placed special emphasis upon this study. The aim has been 
to create in the pupils an enthusiasm for a critical study'of the 
language both in their speech and writing, and to increase among 
them a love for the literature itself. Results are already apparent; 
and whatever the present attainment, the constant improvement 
shown in the pupil's work is full of promise for the future. 

To this end it is vitally important that the foundations of 
good English be well laid in the lower schools. In the lack of 
such preparation, we must postpone everything to the recovery of 
the lost ground. It does not seem unreasonable to expect that 
graduates of the Grammar school come to us well grounded in 
the rudiments of good English, such as spelling, punctuation, use 
of capitals, and a thorough knowledge of the simple sentence. 
And yet on these very points, as you are already aware from our 
repeated conferences during the year, many of the entering class 
this year were found deficient. So far as language is concerned 
with a knowledge of what ought to be done, I find no fault. But 
the use of one's native language is a habit. It does not depend 
upon knowledge acquired and possessed, but upon knowledge that 
has become, by constant practice, an unconscious and automatic 
habit. Here is the weakness. I am aware of the efforts you 
have made this year towards securing for the subject in the 
lower schools the attention it deserves, and trust that next year 
the High school will have no cause for complaint upon these 
grounds. 

TRUE EDUCATION IS HUMBLE. 

In attempting to remedy the deficiencies above mentioned, I 
was obliged to contend with a vanity and self-complacency, which, 

considering the modest attainments of the ordinary Grammar 
school graduate, were inordinately developed, especially in the 
older and larger pupils. The normal outcome of all true education 
is humility. Self-satisfied egotism is fatal to all development of 
the   true   educationnl   spirit,   which   is   ever   simple,   earnest, 
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searching. No more vicious principle can be ingrafted in a young 
person's mind ; and all influences in our schools tending to foster 
such a spirit should be rigorously removed. For, after all, the 
question is not whether a pupil knows many things', but whether 
he knows when he does not know, and is moved by an irresistible 
impulse to use dictionaries and other sources of knowledge when 
the need arises. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

For the second time I invite the consideration of the Board 
to the following: We are expected to teach the sciences in 
accordance with modern methods, and yet have no appliances 
worthy of the name. The apparatus used in the modern 
laboratory is simple, inexpensive and efficient. An annual outlay 
of ten dollars will procure a suitable equipment. We are expected 
to awaken in our pupils the spirit of research, to cultivate the 
habit of thorough and critical study, and yet not a single 
reference book has been added to our library since the 
establishment of the High school, four years ago. 

We have received few visits from parents. We would be glad 
to receive more. To the method of conducting rhetoricals as a 
class exercise, instituted this year, the presence of visitors would 
be prejudicial. Besides they offer no criterion of actual school 
work. Come and see us at work; to criticise if necessary, to 
encourage if possible. 

As in all probability this will be my last public report, I 
cannot close without expressing my obligations to the generous 
and considerate attitude of the school board toward the school of 
which for three years I have been master ; and to yourself, whose 
counsels as a superior have ever been given in a spirit of warmest 
friendship and sympathy, whose loving interest in the school, and 
kind words of encouragement at every step of the way, have 
been, to pupils and teacher alike, a stimulus—an inspiration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BERNARD M. SHERIDAN. 

West Dennis, March 23, 1894. 



Appendix. 

Number of pupils in the different grades, data taken during 
full term: 

j         Grammar Room: 
uniismoi unx. 

I                                Grade 8, 23 pupils 
1                                Grade 7, 15        " 

38 pupils 
1         Intermediate Room: 
1                                Grade 6, 14 pupils 
]                                Grade 5, 22     " 

— 36     " 
I         Upper Primary Room : 
I                                Grade 4, 17 pupils 
I                                Grade 3, 22     " 

39     " 
1         Lower Primary Room : 

Grade 2, 15 pupils 
Grade 1, 14     " 

— 29     " 

WEST   DENNIS. 

Grammar Room : 
Grade 8, 12 pupils 
Grade 7, 11       " 
Grade 6, 18     " 

41 pupils 

142 pupils 
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Intermediate Room: 
Grade 5, 
Grade 4, 

Primary Room: 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

15 pupils 
7     '< 

12 pupils 
6     " 

11    ■" 

22 

29     " 

SOUTH   DENNIS. 

Grammar Room: 
\ 

Grade 8, 13 pupils 
Grade 7, 6     " 
Grade 6, 11     " 
Grade 5, 10     " 

—               40 
Rrimary Room : 

Grade 4, 13 pupils 
Grade 3, 8     " 
Grade 2, 6     " 
Grade 1, 11     " 

38 

92 pupils 

78 pupil 

Grammar Room : 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 
Grade 5, 

Primary Room : 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

EAST   DENNIS. 

6 pupils 
12     " 

0     " 
5     " 

9 pupils 
0     " 
9     " 

10     " 

23 pupils 

28 
51 pupils 
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DENNIS. 

Grammar Room: 
Grade 8, 1 pupil 
Grade 7, 11 pupils 
Grade 6, 0     " 
Grade 5, 2     " 

Primary Room: 
Grade 4, 3 pupils 
Grade 3, 9     "  ' 
Grade 2, 5     " 
Grade 1, 3     " 

14 pupils 

20 

Total No. of pupils in each 

—— 34 pupils 

Total No. of pupils in each 
grade on South side. grade c 

Grade 8, 48 Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 32 Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 43 Grade G, 

Grade 5, 47 Grade 5, 
Grade 4, 37 Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 42 Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 27 Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

■ 
36 

312 

Grade 1, 

High School: High School: 
Senior class, . 10 Senior class, 
Middle class, . 8 Middle class, 
Junior class, • 21 

39 

Junior class, 

Total in High schools, . •   «        ■ 

Total in common schools, , , 
Total number of pupils, . . 

7 
23 

0 
7 

12 
9 

14 
13 

85 

12 
21 

41 
80 

397 
477 



Roll of Honor. 
PUPILS NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY. 

DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Arthur Hall, Willie Howes, Beatrice Hey- 
mann, Dannie Davidson, Ray Goodspeed, Irvin Ames, Bertie 
Howes. 

"Winter term—Harry Davidson, Dannie Davidson, H. Harold 
Howes, Willie Howes, Warren Wigginton. 

' DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term — Gerard Chapman, Etta Greenleaf, Wendell 
Goodspeed, Howard Hall, Fred Howes, Agnes Howes, Charlie 
Pratt. 

Winter term — Gerard Chapman, Carrie Davidson, Wendell 
Goodspeed, Agnes Howes, Fred Howes. 

EAST   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term—Belma Chase, Sadie Downs, Nettie Sears, 
Lucy Sears, Hattie Snow, Sadie Nickerson, Ruthie Sears, Edith 
Crowell, Louis Crowell, Sammie Robbins, James Prior, Enoch 
Walker, Mabel Sears, Jennie Howes, Edmund Sears, Inez Howes, 
Ralph Hopkins, Nathan Crowell, James Sears, Ira Eldridge. 

Winter term — Mabel Sears, Grace Hedge, Gertrude Crowell, 
Edmund Sears, Nathan Crowell, James Sears. 
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EAST   DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term—Willie Nickerson, Tommy Nickerson, Lewis 
Sears, Ernest Small, Eddie Crowell, Harold Sears, Merle Hedge, 
Annie Nickerson, Addie F. Sears, Ella Hall, Ella Walker, Hattie 
Walker, Rena Sears, Stella Sears, Beth Hedge. 

SOUTH   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term—May Hinckley, Obed Kelley, Paul Young. 
Winter term—Albert C. Chase, Charles S. Haskell, Alice J. 

Baxter. 

SOUTH   DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term—Mertis E. Baker, Clara A. Nickerson, Jessie 
T. Bogers, Nettie R. Rogers, Isaiah S. Kelley, Baxter S. Young. 

Winter term — Nettie R. Rogers. 

"WEST   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Frank Fisk, Clinton Loring, Amanda 
Hamblin, Grace Nickerson, Eddie Crowell, Carrie Crowell. 

Winter term—Eddie Crowell, Annie Baker, Pauline Browne, 
May Darling, Willie Loring, Allie Smith. 

WEST   DENNIS  INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer term — Ralph H. Baker, George L. B. Baxter, 
Bertha M. Chase, Albert T. Chase, Willie P. D. Loring, Albert 
W. Smith, Edward V. Evans, Edith R. Loring. 

Winter term — Albert S. Baker, Willie N. Hamblin, Mary E. 
Robbins. 

DENNISPORT   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Sadie H. Kelley. 
Winter term — Mary J. Pierce, Ina W. Howes. 

DENNISPORT  INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer term — Sylvia C. Rogers, Emma B. Chase, Ralph 
Small, Inez M. Kelley, Mary J. Pierce, S. Willie Baker. 

Winter term—Hattie Edwards, Lina Walker, Lottie Small, 
Lina Stone. 

DENNISPORT  PRIMARY. 

Summer term — 



32 

Winter term — Josie B. Graves, Eliza Robbins, Julia Small, 
Shirley Small. 

DENNISPORT   SUB-PRIMARY. 

Summer term — Julia F. Small, Shirley E. Small, Essie M. 
Kerien. 

"Winter term — 

NAMES   OF   PUPILS   NEITHER   ABSENT   NOR  TARDY 
DURING THE YEAR. 

Dennis — Willie Howes, Dannie Davidson, Gerard Chapman, 
Fred Howes, Agnes Howes, Wendell Goodspeed. 

East Dennis—Mabel Sears, James Sears, Edith Crowell, 
James Prior, Sam. J. Robbins, Nathan Crowell, Edmund Sears. 

South Dennis — Nettie R. Rogers. 
West Dennis — Eddie Crowell. 

NAMES   OF   PUPILS   NEITHER   ABSENT  NOR  TARDY 
FOR TWO YEARS. 

Wendell Goodspeed, Mabel Sears, Edmund Sears. 



Graduating Exercises 
AT  THE 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  SOUTH  DENNIS,  MASS., 

JUNE 29, 1893. 

CLASS OF '93. 

DENNIS  SOUTH  HIGH 'SCHOOL. 

i Class Motto — "Palma JVon Sine Pulverc." 
Order of Exercises : 

March—Entrance of the School. 
Organist:    Mercy Underwood, '94. 

1. Song, "Morning Invitation," Veazie 
Girls' Voices. 

Prayer. 
2. Salutatory and Essay, "The Negro Problem," 

Alfred Ray Atwood. 
3. Selection, "The Cur^e of Regulus," Anon 

Charles M. Underwood, '94. 
4. Oration, "Liberal Tendencies in Modern Governments," 

E. Chester Kelley.' 
5. Selection, "Herve Riel," Eobert Browning 

Annie M. Dornbach, '94. 
6. Song,«"Let the Hills and Vales Resound," RicJial'ds 
7. Oration, "Columbus and Columbia," 

Eben Fenimore Phillips. 
8. Selection, "The Bells of Enderby," Jean Ingciow 

Rebecca M. Baxter, '95. 
9. Declamation, "The Home in the Government," Orady 

Luther A. Crowell, '94. 
10. Essay and Valedictory, "True Progress," 

Frank Rudolph Silva. 
Presentation of Diplomas, Luther Child. 

11. Parting Song, Veazie 
Members of the Graduating Class : 

ALFRED RAY ATWOOD, 
E. CHESTER KELLEY, 

EBEN FENIMORE PHILLIPS, 
FRANK RUDOLPH SILVA. 
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GRADUATING  EXERCISES  AT  WORDEN  HALL, EAST 
DENNIS, JULY 11, 1893. 

CLASS or '93. 

DENNIS   NOKTH   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

Class Motto — "Finem Respice." 

Order of Exercises: 

March—Entrance of School. 

1. Piano Solo, "Fruhlingszauber," Reynakl 
Lydia Howes, '95. 

2. Salutatory and Essay, "The Study of History," 
Hannah Maria Nye. 

3. Declamation, "Horatius at the Bridge," Macaulay 
Freeman B. Hall, '94. 

4. Piano Duet, "La Fleche Electrique," Gilder 
Misses Hall and Howes. 

5. Essay, "Our Debt to the Past," 
Mary Elizabeth Elland. 

6. Recitation, "Old Ace," , Brooks 
Susie H. Hall. 

7. Piano Solo, "Nightingale and the Zephyr," Smith 
Nernie A. Hall, '94. 

8. Essay, "Inventions," 
Hettie Hedge Howes. 

9. Recitation, "The Grave by the Lonely Sea," Baylcy 
Nernie A. Hall, '94. 

10. Declamation, "Toussaint L'Ouverture, Phillips 
William H. Crowell, '95. 

11. Duett, "Poet and Peasant," Suppe 
Misses Hall and Nye. 

12. Essay and Valedictory, "Education," 
Samuel Thacher Sears. 

Conferring of Diplomas. 
13. Parting Song, Tufts 

Class of '93 : 

MARY ELIZABETH ELLAND, 

HETTIE HEDGE HOWES, 

HANNAH MARIA NYE, 

SAMUEL THACHER SEARS. 



Corps of Teachers. 
Mr. B. M. Sheridan, A. M., 
Mr. B. E. Holland, 
Miss S. Evie Hall, 
Mr. S. A. Hay ward, 
Mr. James E. White, 
Mr. C. E. Corliss, 
Mr. El win Damon, 
Miss Ida M. Lovell, 
Miss Nellie Sears, 
Miss Emelyn H. Stone, 
Miss Emma G-. Hall, 
Miss J. Olivia Crowell, 
Miss Addie G-arfleld, 
Miss Mary D. Eldridge, 
Miss Edith A. Weeks, 

South High School 
North High School 

Dennis Grammar 
East Dennis Grammar 

South Dennis Grammar 
West Dennis Grammar 

Dennisport Grammar 
West Dennis Intermediate 

Dennisport Intermediate 
Dennis Primary 

East Dennis Primary 
South Dennis Primary 
West Dennis Primary 

Dennisport Primary 
Dennisport Sub-Primary 


