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COMMITTEE'S REPORT, 

In accordance with the long established usage and the 
requirements of the law, we present our annual report: 

No change has been made in the board of school committee 
the past year. The board as at present constituted is as follows, 
viz. : 

Luther Hall, Dennis, Chairman. 
Jotham Nickerson, South Dennis, Secretary. 
Joshua Crowell, East Dennis. 
Van Buren Chase, West Dennis. 
J. P. Edwards, Dennisport. 
R. P. Kelley, Dennisport. 
The members whose terms expire the present year are Luther 

Hall and Jotham Nickerson. 
At a joint meeting of the committee of the towns of Dennis 

and Yarmouth Luther Hall was chosen chairman and Wm, R. 
Farris secretary. Wm. E. Chaffin was re-elected superintendent 
of schools. 

We have made few changes in our corps of teachers. Your 
committee adopted a rule three years ago to employ only trained 
teachers in all our grades. This has given us teachers who make 
it a business to teach, who are interested in their work, and up to 
the times. Consequently the progress made and the standing of 
the schools in Dennis is not only known by our citizens, but by 
the citizens of the neighboring towns. 

The true wealth of a town or state is the intelligence and 
virtue of the people. The first duty is to educate our children. 
The system and progress made in our state is a power that is felt 
throughout this republic. We must continue to do our duty to 
the youth of this town and keep awake to the demands of the 
times. 

Your committee would take this occasion to return thanks to 
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the parents and friends of the pupils for their generous and hearty 
•co-operation with them during the past year. 

The expense of our schools the past year was not greater 
than the previous year. Considering the necessary expenses in 
running the two High schools, we trust we have not been 
extravagant. The expense per scholar is much less in our town 
than it is in the majority of the towns in this county. 

In some sections of our town the school population has 
■decreased quite rapidly. Previous to the past year, we were a 
little afraid it would become necessary to consolidate some of our 
Grammar and Primary schools. With the excellent graded system 
we now have, we can consider the step only in justice to the tax 
payers of the town. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Your committee and the citizens generally should give these 
schools their full support to make them valuable and what they 
are designed to be in educational work. 

It is natural and just that parents should wish to see their 
children advancing as rapidly as possible, and it is not singular 
that they should, in their anxiety, wish them to enter these schools 
earlier than would be for their advantage. This is more 
pardonable with those parents who cannot afford to keep their 
children at school long enough to go through a full course of study. 
It should be borne in mind that to go over studies in these schools 
that can be well learned in the Grammar schools will be a waste 
of time. Besides, it would exclude those more advanced studies 
that properly belong to these schools. It should also be borne in 
mind that admitting a scholar to the High schools does not 
advance him in knowledge. It may be an actual disadvantage to 
admit him before he is prepared to enter. The practical branches 
taught in the Grammar schools we must know, and we must 
consider the importance of understanding them thoroughly before 
entering the High schools. This is a question for committee and 
parents to consider well. 



SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

Our school buildings are now in fair condition. We think at 
least one of them should be painted the present season; other- 
wise only ordinary repairs will be considered necessary. 

STATE LAWS. 

We call attention to certain laws of the state, with which all 
should be acquainted: 

Chapter. 47, Section 9 of the Revised Statutes, states that 
"The school committee shall not allow a child who has not been 
duly vaccinated to be admitted to or connected with the public 
schools." 

Chapter 515, Section 2, of this act provides that "All children 
who shall present a certificate, signed by a regular practicing 
physician, that they are unfit subjects for vaccination, shall not 
be subject to the provisions of Sect. 9 of Chapter 47 of the Public 
Statutes, excluding unvaccinated children from the public schools." 

The committee respectfully ask all parents to see that their 
children are duly vaccinated in accordance with the state law 
before entering school. 

We are pleased to refer the citizens to the report of the 
superintendent annexed. We heartily endorse his efforts in 
keeping the educational work of this town in line of progress. 

LUTHER HALL, Chairman. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT, 
To THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE : 

I herewith present the following as my fourth annual report 
of the schools of Dennis : 

STATISTICS. 

Number of children enrolled in the public schools, 532 
Number of children enrolled between 5 and 15, 417 
Number of children enrolled over 15 years of age, 109 
Number of children enrolled under 5 years of age, 6 
Number of children enrolled between 8 and 14 years of age,    313 
Number of school buildings, 7' 
Number of school rooms, 18 
Number of teachers employed during the year, 18 
Number of teachers employed at any one time, 15 
Number of gentlemen teachers, 6 
Number of lady teachers, 9 
Average membership, 472.16 
Average attendance, 436.13 
Percentage of attendance, 92.36 
Number of visitors during the year, 1,636 

During the year several changes have occurred in the 
teaching force, as has been the case in preceding years. These 
changes have been rendered necessary by the resignation of 
teachers to accept more remunerative fields of labor, or from a 
desire to relinquish school work. Experience indicates that the 
teachers who have been with us longest and have become 
acquainted with our methods of work and standards of require- 
ment, and who not only have become acquainted with their 
schools, but with the people also, are the ones that almost 
invariably achieve the best results in their school work.    With us 

*r 
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time has proved the wisdom of retaining teachers in cases of 
doubt as to efficiency. No towns the size of Dennis can afford to 
pay salaries sufficient to attract teachers of tried and proved 
ability from a distance, and at present it is difficult to find in this 
or adjoining towns those who have the requisite training in case 
substitutes are needed. 

In view of these facts, it is a matter for congratulation that 
the changes made necessary during the year have on the whole 
been so satisfactory. At Dennisport since the close of last year 
a change of teacher has occurred in each of the four rooms of 
the school, and still the school has kept up to its former standing, 
a fact which reflects much credit on the selection of the members 
having the matter in charge. The teachers selected were from 
this vicinity and came well trained for their work. Three of the 
teachers commenced work at the beginning of the year. Miss 
Mary Hawes' of Chatham was placed in charge of the Sub- 
Primary, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss 
Edith Weeks. Miss Mary Elland of East Dennis took charge of 
the Primary, formerly taught by Miss Mary D. Eldridge. The 
resignation of the latter, after her long service with us, was a 
matter of special regret, as her work has ever been characterized 
by much good judgment and tact in the management of the little 
ones under her charge, and her classes were always found well 
fitted for advancement at time for promotion. May her 
management in her new field of usefulness be equally fortunate. 

Miss Sarah G. Baxter of West Dennis was elected to take 
charge of the Intermediate, left vacant by the resignation of 
Miss Nellie Sears. In the fall Mr. S. A. Hayward, Principal of 
the East Dennis Grammar school, was transferred to the Dennis- 
port Grammar, where his thorough work and vigilant attention to 
attendance and other duties of his office have resulted in improving 
the former good standing of the school. The schools at West 
Dennis have had the same teachers this year as last, and uniform 
work and increased efficiency have resulted. The same is true of 
the schools at Dennis. At East Dennis the progress of the 
schools has, unavoidably, been somewhat interrupted. In the fall 
Miss Hall was unable to resume her work in the Primary 
department on account of ill health, and, at short notice, it 
became necessary to employ a substitute. It is a difficult matter 
for any teacher to take up new duties and work to best advantage 



11 

while becoming acquainted with her pupils and her surroundings. 
As   a  consequence   time has   been   lost.    The   vacancy   in  the 
Grammar,   caused  by   the   transfer   of   Mr.   Hayward   to  the 
Dennisport Grammar, was  filled   by the election of Mr. H. O. 
Forbush of Springfield, Vt., a man of. good training and previous 
experience as a teacher, who h;\s labored earnestly to maintain 
the   high  standing of  the school.    At the close of the summer 
term Mr. J. E. White of the South Dennis Grammar resigned to 
accept a more lucrative position elsewhere.    Mr. M. B.   Jones, 
from the East Harwich Grammar, was placed in charge of the 
school in the fall.    Here again a loss of time occurred while the 
teacher was becoming acquainted with his new surroundings.    The 
recitation work is showing improvement,   and   the   discipline   is 
better than for some time past.    The one great obstacle to the 
attainment  of a desired rate of progess   in  this   school  is  the 
present irregular attendance.    Irregular attendance has been the 
particular point of weakness in this school for some years' at least. 
The Primary department has continued under the instruction of 
Miss J. Olivia Crowell, the thoroughness of whose work is well 
known to you.    The High schools have continued under the same 
masters as last year, and the work in each of them continues to 
be most satisfactory.    As special  reports  of these   schools   are 
included within this report, further reference to them at this time 
is unnecessary. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

The course of study pursued by the schools for some years 
past has been somewhat modified. Book-keeping has been added 
and the Grammar course in arithmetic has been somewhat pruned 
on lines recommended in the last State Report, and also in the 
now famous Report of the " Committee of Ten." Further pruning, 
which will result in the saving of valuable time without injury to 
the course of study, is contemplated and is referred to under 
another heading. 

It is thought by some that the chief and only object of 
education is the acquirement of an aggregation of facts. While 
a  knowledge  of  facts   is   necessary  and   incidental  to   a  good 
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education, an important aim of our schools should be to produce 
proper intellectual development and correct mental habits in the 
pupils, the outcome increased mental power and scholarly habits 
that will cause the education of the pupils to continue in proper 
channels after their school days are passed. I thoroughly believe 
that the desired mental expansion is much more surely attained 
by the thorough study of a few subjects than the necessarily 
insufficient study of many, and while I acknowledge the desira- 
bility of beginning algebra, geometry, Latin, eteffitera, in the 
common schools course, I believe the loss in thoroughness of 
work and the consequent loss of mental power would more than 
counteract the good to be derived from their introduction. 

It is stated that Abraham Lincoln owed his success in life to 
the rare mental habit of intense thoroughness in study. Benjamin 
Franklin is another of the many notable examples of rare 
intellectual development due to the intensive study of compara- 
tively few subjects. 

The intellectually prominent men of today owe their mental 
growth to the thorough study of the few subjects in their chosen 
line of work rather than to the superficial knowledge of many 
subjects taken up in their college course, I do not cite instances 
with any thought or desire to detract from the many excellent 
subjects of study that are now being recommended for our 
common school course, but to indicate that thorough work in the 
subjects pursued should first be rigorously insisted upon. It is 
now well known that in past years much time has been lost in 
teaching unimportant facts in the common branches. 

I believe that when this time has been saved by a judicious 
pruning we should first employ that time to a more well directed 
and thorough study of the same subjects. When a desirable 
efficiency has been attained in these, there are other subjects of 
study that undoubtedly deserve a place in the common school 
course. 

The weakness in some of our work has been noted in a 
previous report. It must, however, be remembered that our 
course of study below the High school covers but eight years, 
and that we have but eight months in the school year, making but 
sixty-four months to complete a course of study, often receiving 
ninety months of school work. 

Another difficulty that confronts us is the fact that many of 
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our teachers, as soon as they become acquainted with our methods 
and our standards of fitness, resign to receive elsewhere a larger 
salary than we can pay, which obliges us to work in those not so 
well trained. Notwithstanding the above conditions, the former 
standing has not only been maintained, but the standard of 
efficiency is gradually improving. The examinations at the close 
of the school year last June were of a higher standard than those 
of any previous year, and the present condition of the schools 
will admit of a higher standard in examination this year than that 
of last year. The written work, which this year has been kept, 
can be at any time examined and will be found to compare to 
advantage both in quality and in quantity with that of last year. 

LANGUAGE. 

The unsatisfactory condition of the schools in this subject in 
previous years has been alluded to in former reports. Much has 
been and is being done to remedy the defect and bring our schools 
to a much higher standard of efficiency in this subject. This 
year more definite direction has been given in reference to the 
written exercises, which has resulted in the classes receiving more 
practice in the several kinds of written work, and in many cases 
the teachers have shown marked improvement in conducting the 
work. 

Time devoted to any written exercise where the pupil does 
not have his attention called to his errors is time worse than 
thrown away, as the pupil would thus become habituated by use 
to the errors he might develop. 

The time has come when it is necessary for the teacher to 
map out his work for each day in advance, deciding what points 
in each lesson are to receive special attention, what points in 
review are to be called up, what supplementary work is to be done, 
and what parts are to be passed over briefly. If in addition to 
this the teachers were to correct all the written work the pupils 
ought to do, they would have more work than they would care to 
do. However, part of the written work may well consist of 
dictation exercises, in which case the pupil can correct his own 
work,   under the direction of the teacher, from a correct   copy 
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placed on the blackboard, or from the boob, when the work is 
taken from a text book in the hands of the pupil. This work 
cannot be too highly recommended, as by it the pupil is not only 
brought in contact with his errors, but acquires the important 
habit of looking over and revising his own written work. 

Dictation and other written work has been clone in the schools 
since I have known them, but of late it is becoming more 
systematic and efficient than heretofore. 

For work in spelling, lists formed of words mispelied in 
connection with the daily recitations and written exercises have 
been used. The spelling book has also been in use. I believe 
the pupil should be taught the correct spelling of new words 
whenever he comes in contact with them in his studies, the same 
in the higher grades as in the lower. There is one danger, 
however, in departing from the spelling book, namely, that the 
spelling in the higher grades may be neglected for other work. 
The normal schools tell us that each year the examinations of the 
entering classes show a falling off in spelling from the standard 
of the preceding year. Our schools are not exempt from weakness 
in spelling. It is a vital necessity that our young people have a 
good degree of accuracy in the spelling of common English words 
on leaving the Grammar school. The subject should ever receive 
vigilant attention. 

GEOGKAPHY. 

In no subject taught in our common schools is it more 
necessary that the teacher be superior to the text book than in 
geography. Geography when properly taught is a comprehensive 
study, affording opportunity for the development of some of the 
most important of the mental faculties. Geography as it is too 
often taught is a subject productive of little benefit. The text 
book we are now using on this subject does not seem to meet the 
requirements of the class room, and it has been a difficult matter 
to awaken in the pupils a proper degree of interest in the work. 
The text book has for the most part been completed in the 
seventh grade and reviewed during the next year with little 
interest or profit.    It would seem that this method of treating the 
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subject has been largely pursued throughout the country, as I find 
the following in regard to geography in the report of the 
Committee of Ten : "It is the judgment of the Conference that 
too much time is given to the subject in proportion to the results 
secured. It is not their judgment that more time is given to the 
subject than it merits, but that either more should be accomplished 
or less time taken to attain it." Also from the most recent 
report of the Massachusetts Board of Education: "In this 
subject, as usually treated by authors and teachers, there may be 
a cut-down of at least one-half." I believe that the subject can 
be completed in the seventh grade and our present standard of 
requirement fully maintained. The knowledge that the subject 
would be completed in grade seven would be productive of more 
thorough and vigorous work in geography in grades six and seven, 
on the part of both teachers and pupils. At present there seems 
to be a feeling that there is abundant time to complete the subject, 
which results in a lack of application in reference to it that has in 
some cases tended toward mental demoralization. 

This change would relieve the eighth grade of one recitation 
period, an important consideration. Our standard for entrance 
to High school has from the first resulted in placing undue stress 
upon the work of the eighth grade and during the year book- 
keeping has been added to the work of this grade, which makes it 
important to relieve the grade of one recitation period if thorough 
work is to be expected. I have directed that special attention be 
devoted to seventh grade geography with a view to completing 
the subject in June. I trust in shortening the course in this to 
relieve it of unimportant and uninteresting map questions and 
other details leading to objectional memory work and to arouse 
more interest in the important topics by bringing the reasoning 
powers into action as well as the memory. 

HEADING. 

In a former report I have referred to the advisability of 
forming libraries to bo used by the pupils, and to the importance 
of directing their reading to proper channels while in connection 
with  the  schools.      Relative  to  this  subject  I  find   in   Supt. 
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Thompson's report of the schools of Leominster the following 
pertinent quotation: "President Tucker of Dartmouth College 
in a recent address pointed out the fact 'That it was only by 
carrying'on education after leaving school that the average young 
person could be enabled to bring into society in a useful way the 
training that he had received. When we have reached a closer 
connection between the public school and the public library and 
have helped the boy or girl to go on in their personal education, 
we have done a great deal to bridge over the chasm in intellectual 
education which now exists, and here is where the present 
educational leak is greatest and most serious." 

Our population is so divided into separate villages that it is 
not possible to establish a general library that would accommodate 
a majority of the schools. It is practicable, however, to establish 
a small library in each Grammar school building, consisting of a 
choice selection of the books best adapted to the needs of our 
young people. The reading of such books will not only enrich their 
minds, but will lead to a taste for good reading. Such a library 
has been established at the West Dennis Grammar school through 
the efforts of the Principal, Mr. Corliss, and is proving to be a 
decided benefit to the school. Efforts are now in progress to 
establish one at the South Dennis Grammar, and we trust that 
next year will find us with one in each Grammar school in town. 
These libraries, although necessarily, not large, will still offer to 
the pupils a sufficiently wide range of the best and most helpful 
reading to occupy all the time they will have to devote to it. 
John Swett has said, "The best way to teach children to read, 
after they had once started, is to put into their hands a good story 
book." 

TEXT BOOKS. 

Book-keeping has been added to the Grammar course during 
the year, which has caused a large part of the outlay for text 
books in the common schools. Some of the classes at Denuisport 
have been supplied with another set of readers, and a few 
supplementary readers have been put in other schools. The 
arithmetics, which have now been in use quite a number of years, 
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are gradually giving out and new ones have been added from time 
to time. The same is true in reference to the histories. The text 
books we now have in grammar have been in use for a longer 
period of years than school books are generally supposed tq last. 
They are badly worn and will have to be replaced by the beginning 
of next term. Many of the copies of the text book in geography 
have served their time, are in poor condition, and need replacing. 
As the books now in use in grammar and geography will serve 
little longer, I would recommend a change in text books. The 
books now in use in these subjects are not so well adapted to 
our needs as other publications now on the market. 

TEACHERS' MEETINGS. 

Early in the fall term the State Board held an institute at 
Sandwich, which was well attended by the teachers of the Cape, 
and which proved to be one of the most interesting and helpful 
meetings that have been held in this vicinity. Some later during 
the same term the Barnstable County teachers held their semi- 
annual meeting at Buzzards Bay, which was well attended. 

It has been a plan of the year to hold teachers' meetings in 
the district once a month during school session. This plan has, 
with as little deviation as possible,- been carried out. The 
distances to be travelled and the severe weather of the winter 
months have to some extent interfered with them, particularly as 
the clays set for these meetings have, with a single exception, 
chanced to arrive coincident with a severe storm. One of these 
days which occurred during the coldest week of the year the 
weather was so severe that but few teachers appeared and the 
meeting had to be postponed. Aside from this the majority of 
the teachers have been in attendance at each meeting. 

At these meetings I have spoken on such subjects as from 
my visits during the month I found most needed attention, 
including topics on school management, discipline and methods 
of conducting class work in each of the different studies. I have 
also asked some of the teachers to prepare papers for these 
meetings, and I here wish to express my thorough appreciation to 
those teachers for the ready and willing manner in which they 
have responded to my request. 
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As we have no special instructor in drawing or penmanship, 
and the majority of the teachers are insufficiently prepared to 
teach these subjects, we have endeavored to remedy the defect as 
far as possible by giving prominence to penmanship and drawing 
at these meetings. In each subject a teacher thoroughly compe- 
tent to give instruction has kindly consented to outline work for 
the teachers each month. Despite these efforts little real general 
progress has been made in drawing. 

In penmanship the improvement has been more marked, 
owing to the efficient instruction of Mr. Corliss, who has 
unselfishly devoted to it much time and attention, and a higher 
general standard of instruction in this branch can be reported. 

Other branches of study have received attention and the 
meetings have proved a success notwithstanding the drawbacks 
reported. They furnish the best opportunity for the development 
of professional spirit on the part of the teachers and are essential 
as a means of communicating desired changes and better methods. 

ATTENDANCE. 

In each of my previous reports the subject of attendance has 
received deserved attention, and I feel that I should fail in my 
duty were I to allow it to go unnoticed at this time. The amount 
of attention devoted to the subject in the Public Statutes of 
Massachusetts shows that it is considered a subject of vital 
importance. I also find in the school reports of various cities 
and towns in New England that have come to my notice that this 
subject is given special attention, and truancy is regarded as a 
serious evil to which the attention of school boards and parents 
is earnestly solicited. The large number of trivial excuses for 
absence that have been shown me by the teachers indicates that 
the parents are at fault in most cases. It must be remembered 
that we are all educated by the principles and experiences with 
which we are brought in contact. I have read a note from a 
parent to a teacher asking that the pupil be excused for absence, 
as that pupil had attended a dance the previous evening. The 
dance had been allowed to interfere with the school instead of the 
school interfering with the dance.     The child was being educated 
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by his parents to believe that pleasure is to be attended to before 
duty. The child may be able to make up for the lost school 
work, but he never will recover from the result of such training. 
Various other absences caused by late breakfasts, doing errands, 
etc., are also mischievous, as by such absence the child inevitably 
absorbs the idea that his parents do not consider his school work 
of much importance, and it is a matter of constant observation 
that such scholars take little pride in doing good class work, lose 
interest ill their school and are generally the ones who fall behind 
grade and fail of promotion. I firmly believe that if the parents 
realized even to a small degree the injury they do to their children 
by allowing these absences to occur, we should have very little 
cause for complaint. 

TRUANT OFFICERS. 

The truant officer can easily nlake himself an important factor 
to our schools by visiting the parents of scholars whose irregular 
attendance has been called to his attention by the teacher and 
inquiring in reference to the matter, calling their attention to the 
loss being sustained by the child, and urging better attendance in 
future. 

As the Public Statutes of Massachusetts now require the 
report of the truant officers to be published with the report of the 
school board, the present officers should make careful record of 
the number of official visits and cases investigated for report at 
close of year. 



REPORT OF THE SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL, 
MR. W. E. CHAFFIN, Superintendent of Schools, 

DEAK SIK: — I have little to say this year, in the line either 
of information or suggestion, which  can give added interest to 
your report. 

Past excellence has been conserved.    An important, intensive 
growth has been secured. 
Whole number enrolled during year of 1893-4, 45 

" " " "        "    "   1894-5, 49 
Present number of boys, 15 

" "       " girls, 23 

Total, 38 
Average membership per year, 39.5 

"        attendance     "     " 37.8 
Per cent, attendance, 95.5 
Number in each class : 

Senior, 9 
Middle, 17 
Junior, 12 

Again the excellent record of the many has been marred by 
the irregularity of the few. Last year it was the same. So it 
was two years ago. So it will be always. Six pupils were 
responsible for 61 per cent, of the absences during the spring 
term, for 60 per cent, during the fall term, and for 58 per cent, 
during the winter term. 

Are not the figures striking ? 
Coupled with the evils of irregular attendance, as a serious 

hindrance to school work, and more especially to the pupils' own 
advancement, are the frequent requests for early dismissals. 
During the latter half of the present year (no previous record 
having been kept) I have received 61 requests of such nature, 
principally from the parents of seven of the pupils.    Considering 
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the fact that the High school pupil is free every day at a quarter- 
before three, there seems to be little need of habitual encroach- 
ment upon school hours. 

I trust that the re-adjustment of the course of study will 
receive early consideration. Excellent four years ago, it fails to 
meet the present conditions. In revision the aim should be to 
make less abrupt the transition from the Grammar to the High 
school. The principal function of the High school is not to 
prepare for college, nor for business. It should aim rather to 
prepare for life. Taking the pupil when he leaves the Grammar 
school, its ambition should be to advance him, by the same means 
as have been hitherto employed, as far on the road of liberal 
culture as it can. To the pupil the High school course should 
represent a continuation of previous lines of work, rather than a 
departure from them. The question of the succession and 
correlation of studies is an all-important one, and will, I trust, 
receive from yourself and the board the careful attention it 
deserves. 

Before closing I may be pardoned for referring with pride to 
the fact that graduates of the South High school are now enrolled 
in several of the country's leading colleges, Harvard, Amherst, 
Oberlin and Mass. Institute of Technology. 

In conclusion, I beg to acknowledge my deep sensibility of 
the unaltering confidence reposed in me by yourself and the 
honorable board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BERNARD M.  SHERIDAN. 

March 29, 1895. 



REPORT OF THE DENNIS NORTH  HIGH SCHOOL, 
MB. W. E. CHAFFIN, Superintendent of Schools: 

DEAR  SIR,—I  beg   to   submit  the   following   report of the 
North High school for the year ending March 22, 1895 : 

DISCIPLINE. 

Order in the school-room must be imperative. A rule once 
made must be enforced. Therefore the fewer the rules, having at 
the same time proper discipline, the less chance for ill feelings to 
exist between teacher and pupil. Eor this reason I believe in few 
rules. The pupils in this school are, on the whole, ambitious. 
They attend school to study. I, therefore, consider it my duty to 
fill their time with work which, it is said, is the great and happy 
safeguard for good discipline. If they are to have an interval 
of leisure, let it be in the play ground, where relaxation is 
permissible and noise is not a sin. 

I believe, also, that a teacher should demand loyalty from 
all, for where this exists there must be obedience and fixed 
attention. All of these are subject to the same Jaw which is 
found to regulate other habits. The practice of each becomes 
strengthened every time it is put into action. Character has been 
called a bundle of habits. It thus follows that a loyal pupil will 
make an honorable and peaceable citizen. I sincerely trust that 
these elements can be said to exist in the North High school. 

NUMBER AND ATTENDANCE. 

Entire enrollment, 
Present number of boys, 

u u      «   giris, 

Total, 

39 

27 
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Per cent, of attendance, 94.97 
Number graduated in class of '94, 10 
Number in each class : 

Senior, 7 
Middle, 16 
Junior, 4 

The attendance for the past year has L een ver ' satisfi ctory. 
It is 1.43 per cent, below that of last year, but this is due entirely 
to sickness.      Only few instances of unnecessary absence have 
occurred. 

TARDINESS. 

I wish to call the attention of the parents to one thing which 
is of great value to the welfare of the school—punctuality. Its 
importance cannot be over-estimated. In last year's report the 
school had five instances of tardiness. This year it has seventy- 
four. This is a state of things to be deplored ; and is a serious 
drawback to the school's success. It would require but little 
sacrifice on the part of those responsible to reduce these marks to 
a minimum. No apology can be offered for coming to school 
late. Punctuality receives its reward; tardiness, its penalty. 
Waterloo was lost, and Napoleon died a prisoner at St. Helena 
because one of his marshals was behind time. 

A moment in a crisis is worth years. Although a short time, 
yet it has often saved a fortune or redeemed a people. If there 
is one virtue that should be cultivated, it is punctuality; if there 
is one vice that should be avoided, it is tardiness. 

HOME STUDY. 

The amount of study at home during the past year has been 
very satisfactory. There seems to have been an increased interest 
in this direction until nearly every pupil takes home work which 
it is necessary to do outside of school hours. In this way pupils 
are able to better prepare their lessons, to the satisfaction of 
themselves and teacher. The recitation shows what pupils study 
at home.     It is impossible to clearly study principles   or solve 
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problems in the school-room, where recitations are being conducted. 
If we have an idea of the lesson before entering the school-room, 
then we at once derive great benefit by study in school hours. 
Strength comes by careful use. Every exertion consumes force, 
thus creating a want; and nature, where a want arises, immedi- 
ately stores a surplus against future demands. The power to do 
grows by faithful doing, and our ability can be made indefinitely 
broader and more effective by careful exercise. Therefore permit 
me to encourage to its greatest extent, home study. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I am aware that each High school is in need of apparatus for 
explaining the laws of physics. Each school, also, needs a 
reference library. 

I would, therefore, recommend that the superintendent be 
given power to expend, annually, a small sum in procuring the 
necessary apparatus and reference books for each school. 

Permit me to offer my thanks in appreciation of the favors 
shown me by the board and public generally during the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. E. HOLLAND. 



ATTENDANCE STATISTICS, 
SUMMER TERM. 

DENNISPOKT. 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 
Grammar, 31.86 28.9 90.7 
Intermediate, 32.13 29.54 91.94 
Primary, 34.36 30.39 88.46 
Sub-Primary, 32.43 

SOUTH  DENNIS. 

25.73 79.35 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 33.7 30.72 91.1 
Primary, 43.93 

WEST  DENNIS. 

38.41 87.44 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 35.85 33.9 94.5 
Intermediate, 20.26 18.93 93 
Primary, 32.34 

EAST   DENNIS. 

29.38 90.87 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 32 31.02 96.7 
Primary, 38.4 

DENNIS. 

34.3 91.4 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 13.05 12.1 92.7 
Primary, 27.5 26.04 .   94 

WINTER TERM. 

DENNISPOET. 

Av Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 35.1 33.86 96.46 

Intermediate, 34.51 32.21 93.34 

Primary, 36.59 33.81 92.14 

Sub-Primary, 26.85 24.00 89.37 
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SOUTH   DENNIS. 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 40.8 37.68 92.1 

Primary, 34 

WEST  DENNIS. 

30.32 89.19 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 38.8 37.6 96.9 
Intermediate, 18.7 17.6 94 
Primary, 29.5 

* 
EAST  DENNIS. 

26.11 88.34 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 

Grammar, 36.9 35.26 95.1 
Primary, 26.5 

DENNIS. 

24.5 96.2 

Av. Membership. Av. Attendance. Per cent. 
Grammar, 13.68 13.15 96.1 
Primary, 23.8 22.72 95 

TARDINESS. 

Number of tardy marks found on the school registers: 
East Dennis Grammar, 
West Dennis Intermediate, 
Dennisport Grammar, 
Dennis Primary, 
South High, 
Dennis Grammar, 
South Dennis Primary, 
West Dennis Primary, 
East Dennis Primary, 
Dennisport Intermediate, 
West Dennis Grammar, 
South Dennis Grammar, 
North High, 
Dennisport Sub-Primary, 
Dennisport Primary, 

11 
13 
19 
19 
23 
26 
27 
27 
31 
46 
51 
74 
74 
86 
108 

635 
The above record of tardiness is much greater than should 

be  the  case,   as  ordinarily  there  is  no  excuse   for   tardiness. 
Observation indicates that a good record in  this   depends  very 
largely upon the efforts of the teacher. 
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TERM SESSIONS. 

It would be conducive to more uniform work if the schools in 
the different villages of the town were all to begin terms at the 
same time and close at the same time. The work of the schools 
could be much more readily directed from the superintendent's 
office and at teachers' meetings if they were approximately at the 
same point in the year's work at the time. 

It would also be an advantage to parents to know in advance 
when the schools are to be in session. I have therefore prepared 
the following 

SCHOOL CALENDER. 

FOR  THE   COMMON   SCHOOLS. FOR   THE   HIGH   SCHOOLS. 

Terms. Vacations. Terms. Vacations. 

1895. 
October 28th to 

December 20. 
December 30 to 

March 20,'96. 
April 6 to June 

26. 

1895. 
December 20 to 
December 30. 

MarclaJL^ '96, 
to M-aw*r-&& 

1895. 
October 14 to 
December 20. 

December    30 
March 27,'96. 

April   6 th   to 
July 3. 

1895. 
December   20 
to  December 
30. 

March 27, '96, 
to April 6. 

Further  statistics,   roll  of  honor,   programs  of graduating 
exercises and the list of teachers will be found appended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM E. CHAFFIN. 

April, 1895. 



APPENDIX, 
Number of pupils in the different grades, data taken during 

fall term: 

Grammar Room: 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 

Intermediate Room; 
Grade 6, 
Grade 5, 

Upper Primary Room: 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 

Lower Primary Room: 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

Grammar Room: 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 

Intermediate Room: 
Grade 5, 
Grade 4, 

Primary Room: 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

DENNISPOET. 

20 pupils 
16     " 

18 pupils 
18     " 

20 pupils 
18     " 

8 pupils 
21     " 

36 pupils 

36 

38 

29 

WEST  DENNIS. 

11 pupils 
14        " 
16        " 

7 pupils 
12     " 

11 pupils 
10     " 

41 pupils 

19     " 

28     " 

139 pupils 

88 pupils 
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Grammar Room : 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 
Grade 5, 

Primary Room: 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

Grammar Room : 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 
Grade 5, 

Primary Room : 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

Grammar Room: 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 
Grade 5, 

Primary Room: 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

SOUTH  DENNIS. 

10 pupils 
10 " 
11 " 
13        " 

6 pupils 
8 '■ 

12 " 
10     " 

44 pupils 

EAST  DENNIS. 

17 pupils 
4     " 

9     " 

2 pupils 
8     " 
8     " 

11     " 

DENNIS. 

11 pupils 
0        " 
2 " 
3 " 

11 pupils 
8     " 
5     " 
0     " 

36 
80 pupils 

37 pupils 

29 
66 pupils 

16 pupils 

24 
40 pupils 

413 pupils 
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Total No. of pupils in each Total No. of pupils in each 
grade on South side. grade on North side. 

Grade 8, 41 Grade 8, 28 
Grade 7, 40 Grade 7, 4 
Grade 6, 45 Grade 6, 9   ' 
Grade 5, 38 Grade 5, 12 
Grade 4, 38 Grade 4, 13 
Grade 3, t 37 Grade 3, 16 
Grade 2, 30 Grade 2, 13 
Grade 1, 38 

307 

Grade 1, 11 

106 
High School: High School: 

Senior class, 9 Senior class, 7 
Middle class, - 18 Middle class, 17 

4 Junior class, 14 Junior class, 

41 38 
Total in High schools, 79 
Total in common schools, 413 
Total number of pupils, . 492 



ROLL OF HONOR, 
PUPILS NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY. 

DENNIS  GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Dannie Davidson, Harry Davidson, Ray 
Goodspeed, Willie G. Howes, H. Harold Howes, Willis Nye. 

Winter term—Harry Davidson, Ray Goodspeed, Howard 
Hall, Fred. Howes, Willis Nye. 

DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term — Gerard Chapman, Wendell Goodspeed, 
Freddie W. Howes, Agnes N. Howes, Laura S. Nye, Carrie E. 
Davidson. 

Winter term — Gerard Chapman, Laura S. Nye, Alton 0. 
Howes, Agnes N. Howes. 

EAST  DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Cora Marlin, Ora Marlin, Howard Hedge, 
Edmund Sears, Seleck Sears, Willie Caril, James Sears, Harry 
Marlin, Ira Eldredge, Calvin Sears, Percie Newcomb, Ezra Baker. 

Winter term — Mabel Sears, Ella Hall, Nathan Crowe!!, 
James Sears, Seleck Sears, Ira Eldredge, Lewis Sears, Edmnnd 
Sears. 

EAST  DENNIS  PRIMARY. 

Summer term —Eddie Crowell, Harold Sears, Lewis E. 
Sears. 

Winter term—Harold Sears, Beth Hedge. 

SOUTH  DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Clarence Nickerson, Paul Young, Charles 
Crosby. 

Winter term — Abbie Nickerson, Clarence Nickerson. 
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SOUTH  DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term — Baxter S. Young, Isaiah S. Kelley. 
Winter term — Isaiah S. Kelley, Baxter S. Young, Nathan 

D. Eldridge, Walter R. Nickerson. 

WEST  DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Edwin Crowell, Frank Crowell, Willie Loring, 
Willie Brooks, May Darling. 

Winter term—Edwin Crowell, Frank Crowell, Willie Loring, 
Willie Brooks, May Darling, Albert Baker, Willie Hamblin, Ethel 
Biddle. 

WEST   DENNIS   INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer term—Albert S. Baker, Sadie T. Kelley, Mabel E. 
Smith, Mary E. Bobbins. 

Winter term — Leverett Garfield, Ernest E. Smith. 

WEST  DENNIS  PRIMARY. 

Summer term—Eben Darling, Cleon G-. Edwards. 
Winter term — Calie Nickerson, Charlie E. Chase, Harry W. 

Brooks. 

DENNISPORT  GRAMMAR. 

Summer term — Mary J. Pierce, Flora B. Robbins, Sadie E. 
Snow, S. Wm. Baker, Arthur W. Gage. 

Winter term — Mertis G. Murray, Mary J. Pierce, Sadie E. 
Snow, S. Wm. Baker, Alton J. Baker, Willie Eldredge, Willis H. 
Edwards, Otis E. Kelley, Albert B. Nickerson, Ralph L. Small. 

DENNISPORT  INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer term — Azula E. Baker, Inez M. Kelley, Lina M. 
Stone. 

Winter term—Azula E. Baker, Josie B. Graves, Eliza M. 
Robbins, Bessie M. Rogers, Lina M. Stone, Lina D. Walker, 
Leroy Francis, Arthur C. Joy. 

DENNISPORT  PRIMARY. 

Summer term—Julia F. Small. 
Winter term—Julia F. Small, Shirley E. Small, Minnie L. 

Howes, Bertha A. Rogers. 

\ 
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NAMES   OF   PUPILS   NEITHER   ABSENT   NOR  TARDY 
DURING THE YEAR. 

Dennis— Harry Davidson, Ray Goodspeed, Willis Nye, 
Gerard Chapman, Agnes N. Howes, Laura S. Nye. 

East Dennis — Edmund Sears, Seleck M. Sears, James Sears, 
Lewis E. Sears, Ira C. Eldredge, Harold Sears. 

South Dennis—Clarence Nickerson, Baxter S. Young, Isaiah 
S. Kelley. 

West Dennis — Edwin Crowell, Willie D. Brooks, Frank 
Crowell, Willie Loring, May Darling, Albert S. Baker. 

Dennisport — Mary J. Pierce, Sadie E. Snow, S. William 
Baker, Azula E. Baker, Lina M. Stone, Julia F. Small. 

NAMES   OF   PUPILS   NEITHER   ABSENT   NOR  TARDY 
FOR TWO YEARS. 

Agnes N. Howes, Gerard Chapman, Edmund Sears, James 
Sears, Edwin Crowell. 

NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY FOR THREE YEARS. 

EDMUMD SEARS, of East Dennis. 



GRADUATION 

OF  THE 

CLASS OF '94, DENNIS SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL, JULY 6. 

Programme. 

March—Entrance of the School. 
Music. 
Prayer. 

1. Salutatory and Essay, "Woman in America," 
Annie May Dornbach. 

2. Essay, "The Nineteenth Century Novel," 
Evelyn Frances Chase. 

3. Scientific Essay, " The Miracles of Electricity," 
Oscar Melvin Chase. 

Music. 
4. Class History, 

Olivia May Perry. 
5. Class Oration, " Lessons of the Fair," 

Charles Marshall Underwood. 
6. Literary Essay, "Alfred Lord Tennyson," 

Susie Graves Robbins. 
Music. 

7. Class Prophecy, 
Mercy Underwood. 

8. Valedictory, "Initus Non Exitus," 
Luther Alberto Crowell. 
Conferring of Diplomas. 

Benediction. 
Music. 

Class Motto :    Initus Non Exitus. 
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Class of '94: 
EVELYN FRANCES CHASE, 

OSCAR MELVIN CHASE, 
LUTHER ALBERTO CROWELL, 

ANNIE MAY DORNBACH, 
OLIVIA MAY PERRY, 

SUSIE GRAVES ROBBINS, 
CHARLES MARSHALL UNDERWOOD, 

MERCY UNDERWOOD. 
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GRADUATION OF THE  CLASS OF   '94, DENNIS NORTH 

HIGH SCHOOL, JULY 13. 

Programme : 

March—Entrance of School. 
Piano Duett, 

Misses Howes and Hall. 
Salutatory and Essay, Character of Byron 

Eliza Davis Howes. 
Occupation of Women 

Cynthia Hallett Hall. 

"Storm of Troy" 

"Storm of Troy" 

Essay, 

Piano Solo, 

Declamation, 

Latin Recitation, 

Piano Duett, 

Class History, 

Eecitation, 

Piano Solo, 

Essay, 

Declamation, 

Piano Duett, 

Class Prophecy, 
Frances Tobey Hall. 

Essay and Valedictory, Out of School Life into Life's School 
Minerva Abbie Hall. 

Presentation of Diplomas. 
Piano Solo, 

Olive A. Shiverick, '95. 

Class Motto :    JVe tentes antperfice. 

Emma J. Hall, '95. 

Freeman Howes. 

Bertha Emma Hall. 

Misses Hall and Shiverick. 

Edward Austin Sears. 

Susie Howes Hall. 

Lydia Howes, '95. 

"Briar Rose" 

Small Beginnings 
Lucie Emma Goodspeed. 

"Our Duty to the Republic" 
Freeman Brainard Hall. 

Misses Howes and Shiverick. 
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Class of '94 : 
LUCIE^EMMA GOODSPEED, 

BERTHA EMMA HALL, 
CYNTHIA HALLETT HALL, 

FRANCIS TOBEY HALL, 
FREEMAN BRAINARD HALL, 

MINERVA ABBIE HALL, 
SUSIE HOWES HALL, 

ELIZA DAVIS HOWES, 
FREEMAN HOWES, 

EDWARD AUSTIN SEARS. 



CORPS 
Mr. B. M. Sheridan, A. M., 
Mr. B. E. Holland,   - 
Miss S. Evie Hall,' - 
Mr. H. 0. Forbush, 
Mr. Maro B. Jones, 
Mr. C. E. Corliss, t 
Mr. S. A. Hay ward, '-" 
Miss Ida M. Lovell, <— 
Miss Sarah G. Baxter/- 
Miss Emelyn H. Stone,«- 
Miss Emma G-. Hall, 
Miss J. Olivia Crowell, 
Miss Addie B. Garfteld,** 
Miss Mary Elland,  <~ 
Miss Mary Hawes, i 

OF TEACHERS, 
South High School 
North High School 

Dennis Grammar 
East Dennis Grammar 

South Dennis Grammar 
West Dennis Grammar 

Dennisport Grammar 
West Dennis Intermediate 

Dennisport Intermediate 
Dennis Primary 

East Dennis Primary 
South Dennis Primary 
West Dennis Primary 

Dennisport Primary 
Dennisport Sub-Primary 
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