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SCHOOL OFFICERS, 

School  Committee. 

LUTHER HALL, Dennis. 
JOSHUA CROWELL, East Dennis. 
JOTHAM NICKERSON, South Dennis. 
VAN BUREN CHASE, West Dennis. 
J.  P.  EDWARDS, Dennisport. 
R. P. KELLEY, Dennisport, 

Chairman. 

LUTHER HALL. 

Secretary. 

JOTHAM NICKERSON. 

Superintendent of Schools. 

WILLIAM E. CHAFFIN, West Dennis 

Agent of Books and Supplies. 

WILLIAM E. CHAFFIN. 

Truant  Officers. 

CAPT. NATHAN ROGERS, South Dennis 
ROYAL P.  KELLEY, Dennisport, 



SCHOOL CALENDAR, 

1897-98. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

FALL   TERM. 

Commences October 25, Closes December 24. 
WINTER   TERM. 

Commences January 3, 1898, Closes March 18. 
SPRING   TEIM. 

Commences April 4, Closes June 24. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

FALL   TERM. 

Commences October 11, Closes December 24. 
WINTER   TERM. 

Commences January 3, 1898, Closes March 25. 
SPRING   TERM. 

Commences April 4, Closes July 1. 

Holidays: Washington's Birthday, Patriot's Day, 
(April 19), Memorial Day, Thanksgiving and the day 
following, Christmas. 

SESSIONS. 

Common schools from 9 A. M.  to 12 and from 1.15 to 
4 i>. M. 

High school from 9 A. M. to 12 and from 12.30 to 3 J». M. 



REPORT, 

The school committee consisting of the same members 
as last year, organized by the choice of Luther Hall, chair- 
man, and Jotham Nickerson, secretary. 

Nathan Rogers and R. P. Kelley were chosen truant 
officers at a salary of $10 each. 

The census of children in town May 1st was taken by 
the committee, showing a decrease of 30 from last report. 

The close of the school year finds our schools in a 
healthful condition, in charge of competent teachers and 
the grades better defined. 

The board, together with the superintendent, have 
looked for the best methods of instruction and theories of 
administration. It has been our purpose to employ the best 
teachers we could procure with the funds at our disposal and 
furnish material to aid them in the performance of their 
work. 

Our High schools have fully sustained the reputation they 
have had the past few years and accomplished all that could 
reasonably be expected. At the close of the spring term 
Mr. B. E. Holland resigned his position as principal of the 
North High school. In this position he did excellent work 
and gave general satisfaction. 

Mr. C. E. Corliss was promoted to this school from the 
West Dennis Grammar, where he had given the best success. 

The changes made in the other grades, with the educa- 
tional standing of all the schools, will be included in the 
report of the superintendent. 

The office of and work of the superintendent becomes 

I 
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better defined from year to year as the work of his depart- 

ment keeps pace with better classitication, uniformity of 

methods, better use of apparatus and supplies, and a 

thorough inspection and supervision of all the schools. 

Regularity and uniformity can only be secured through the 

superintendent. Hence the office has become an imperative 

necessity. 

EXPENDITURES. 

The cost of maintaining our schools is quite a draft on 

the tax-payers of the town, especially in these times of 

business depression. We are frequently asked "cannot you 

economize more in the school expenses ?" This is a proper 

question. The school fund appropriated by the town is 

only used for teachers' wages, fuel and care of buildings. 

Fuel has its market price. Boys might be employed to care 

for the buildings throughout the town at a less expense than 

it now costs, but cheap and careless help is quite often the 

most expensive in the end. We shall be obliged to reduce 

the wages of our teachers to meet the reduced appropriation 

made at the last annual meeting. We have economized in 

making repairs on our school buildings and in the purchase 

of books and supplies as much as the law will permit. 

Notwithstanding the " hard times" we must care well 

for the educational interests of our children. It is the only 

legacy most of us can leave them. There is no desirable 

position for a boy or girl to-day, who does not possess at 

least a practical education. 



ABSTRACT FROM  FINANCIAL   SCHOOL  REPORT, 
'96-7.     . 

Available   funds   from  all  sources,   subject  to 
draft for teachers' wages,  care of buildings 
and fuel, $7,368  81 

Paid teachers' wages, $1,217 50 
care of buildings, 513 25 
fuel, 412  22 

      7,192 97 

Unexpended balance, $175 84 
Expended on buildings, furniture and grounds, $435  94 
Miscellaneous expenses, 158  12 
Books and supplies, 487  13 

$1,081   19 
This does not include  salaries of  superintendent and 

committee. 

SUPERINTENDENCY DISTRICT. 

The school boards of Dennis and Yarmouth organized 
by the choice of Luther Hall, chairman, W. R. Farris, 
secretary. 

Mr. Wm, E. Chaffin was re-elected  superintendent by 
a unanimous vote, at a salary of $1,500. 
The town of Yarmouth is to pay, $242 87 

" " " "      " 507   13 
       $7 50 00 

Of the $1,250 due from the State,  $750 will be 
paid direct to the superintendent, $750 00 

Of the balance $500, Yarmouth receives, 171  71 
Dennis " 328   29 

For further information concerning the schools, we 
respectfully refer to the report of the superintendent. 

LUTHER HALL, Chairman. 

I 



REPORT OF TRUANT OFFICERS, 

To THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, Dennis, 

Mass. : 

Dear Sir:—As a truant officer appointed by your board 

for 1896-97, I make the following report April 18, 1896. I 

received note from Primary school teacher of South Dennis, 

making complaint of the absence of some pupils. I called 

on said parties and found them destitute ; also mother sick 

in bed, said she wanted their help—beside they had not 

clothes decent to wear to school on account of her sickness, 

etc., and after a little very civil talk, found them disposed to 
do all they could to keep their children in school. I have 
several other notices of about same tenor of different dates 
on file, beside I have called on a number of other parents, 
without notice. Now without going into further detail I will 
say that under all the conditions and circumstances, I find 
that the larger part of all the parents are fairly disposed to 
keep their children in school. 

I will also say that I think that the truant officers of 
said town of Dennis should be induced to pay full attention 
to parents and school children, by being better paid. For 
with constant, good civil advice, and in some cases a little 
financial aid would, in my opinion, do more to keep the 
children in full attendance at school, than all the law and 
force the town can start. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NATHAN F. ROGERS. 
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To THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE : 
During the past year I have had occasion to make a 

number of official calls regarding the inattendance of certain 
pupils in our schools. Frequently it has been caused by 
pleasures or trifles, which should not be the case. Pupils in 
order to excel must be regular in their work. If the pupils 
do not apprehend this themselves, their parents should see 
to it that they are regularly in their places at school. 

ROYAL P. KELLEY. Truant Officer. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT, 

GENTLEMEN OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE : 
I herewith present for your consideration the following, as 

my sixth annual report of the schools of this town. 
Appended to this report will be found tables of statistics 
concerning the schools, a table giving average teachers' 
salaries for towns of Barnstable county, and a statement of 
normal school entrance requirements. 

We have the same number of teachers as for several years 
past, and, during the spring term, each school taught was by 
the same teacher as mentioned in the report of last year. A 
term of successful work can be reported of each, and, with 
a single exception, they worked under the most favorable 
conditions, enjoying the united support of all; a condition 
so essential to the best interests of every school. 

That time brings changes is realized each year in our 
teaching force. The schools opened in the fall with several 
changes to be noted. Owing to the illness of Miss Eliza D. 
Howes, the Primary department at Dennis was placed in 
charge of Miss Margaret Howes, until the health of the 
former should enable her to resume her work. 

At the close of the spring term Mr. Holland resigned his 
position, as master of the North High school, to enter upon 
the study of law. His loss from the teaching force is a 
matter of regret. He was always a willing and active 
worker, while his ever genial good nature won him the 
friendship of all. Under his management the school contin- 
ued to prosper. Mr. Charles E. Corliss was promoted from 
the Grammar department at West Dennis to the position left 
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vacant by Mr. Holland. By his work in West Dennis 
Mr. Corliss had proved himself an able and progressive 
instructor, and his unqualified success in his new position 
proves the wisdom of the committee in his selection. 

Mr. George M. Blakney, a normal graduate, was elected 
to the position left vacant by promotion oi Mr. Corliss. Mr. 
Blakney has not only proved himself an efficient instructor, 
but has taken an active interest in increasing the school 
library, founded by Mr. Corliss, for which he deserves much 
credit. 

The Grammar department at South Dennis has, for some 
years, suffered from frequent change of instructors, in the 
past seven years it having had eleven different teachers. 
Two of these changes have occurred on account of incompe- 
tency on the part of the teacher; the others were occasioned 
by teachers resigning to accept larger salaries elsewhere. 
No school can hope for the best results with so frequent 
change of teachers. The school at present is in good hands. 
The attendance, which was alluded to in the report of hist 
year as detrimental to the best interest of the school, has 
been materially improved. Rapid improvement is being 
made in the recitation work, and the school has reached a 
more desirable standard of efficiency than for some years 
past. 

The remainder of the school have continued under the 
same instructors as reported last year. Each school in town 
is now doing work worthy of the schools of Massachusetts. 
The teachers have all labored earnestly and faithfully in the 
discharge of their duties, have responded willingly to calls 
for extra work and are deserving of the highest considera- 
tion. It must be remembered that the work of the teacher 
is by no means confined to school hours. Much time is 
required in outlining and preparing class work, correcting 
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exercises, preparing board work and arranging supplementary 
work. Much is required of teachers to-day. They are 
expected to have a broad education, to be able to use 
approved methods of instruction, to have tact to manage 
their schools without harshness, and to have energy to incite 
their pupils with a desire to learn. They are also expected 
to be persons of moral worth fitted to mould and influence 
the character of the young. 

When one reflects that the moral, social, political and 
industrial interests of this country will in a few years be 
controlled by the pupils who are to-day in its schools, it 
must be realized, that the teacher's position is one of great 
responsibility. 

We wish only the best of schools. To this end we 
shall be vigilant that only thoroughly competent teachers are 
retained, and those so remunerated that we may retain their 
service whenever we can reasonably do so. 

CONCERNING RETRENCHMENT IN THE SCHOOLS. 

The recent increase in the rate of taxation has caused 
some agitation as to what has been the cause of it. Town 
reports have been carefully examined to ascertain the why 
and wherefore of each expenditure. This attitude of inves- 
tigation is thoroughly right and proper. It is the duty of 
citizens to be watchful of the conduct of municipal affairs 
and to hold public officers responsible for wise and proper 
discharge of their duties. 

This town, like other towns of the Cape, has very little 
manufacturing or other productive industries. The cran- 
berry crop does not yield the profits it once did, shipping 
has fallen oft' and taxable property has decreased in value. 
It is therefore absolutely necessary that a wise economy be 
used in all expenditures of the town's money. 
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The unexplained figures in the expense columns of the 
town reports sometimes do not convey to the reader a 
definite idea as to whether a given item of expense is larger 
than economy would advise; hence arises at times an 
uncertainty as to whether or not retrenchment could well be 
made. A common method of strengthening one's judgment 
is to compare different items of expense with like items of 
expense in other towns. It would be hardly right to 
compare our expenses with state averages, as there are many 
cities having flourishing industries and much more taxable 
property per capita in the state than we have. It does seem 
fair to compare our expenses with the expenses of other 
towns in Barnstable county, as the unfavorable conditions 
are common to all of them. I have, therefore, appended 
some of the latest obtainable data concerning the schools of 
Barnstable county. It will be seen by the table on a subse- 
quent page that we at present are paying less than the 
average for the county for female teachers, less than the 
average for male teachers, and less than the average for 
High school principals. 

I have also figured the cost for each pupil in Barnstable 
county for books, stationery and other school supplies, and 
find it to be $1.72 per pupil (dividing total cost for county 
by average attendance). The average attendance for Dennis 
was 391, and the money expended for books, stationery and 
other school supplies was $487.13, which is $1.24 per pupil, 
a saving of 48 cents per pupil, or a saving to the town of 
$187.68, as compared with the county average for the same 
items. This, it will be noted, is a saving of $187.68 out of a 
total cost of $487.13, and would indicate that we cannot 
hope to save much more in this direction without depriving 
the schools of supplies that are absolutely essential to their 
good work. 

The largest item of school expenditure is the amount paid 
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for teachers' wages. This matter has received much consid- 
eration. The statistics above referred to show that we at 
present are paying less for each grade of teachers than the 
average for the county. The average salary for ter.chers 
throughout the state is increasing yearly, and it is becoming 
more and more difficult to find competent teachers for the 
money we can pay. A general reduction in teachers'salaries 
can be ultimately attended with but one result, and that is a 
depreciation in the quality of instruction. With reductii n 
here our best teachers would seek more money elsewhere, 
and we should be under the necessity of supplying the'r 
places with less experienced ones, who, in their turn, would 
use our schools as training schools, to acquire experience 
with which to gain more desirable positions in other towns. 
In fact, many of our Grammar teachers in previous ye; rs 
•have left us after one year's experience in our schools. A 
teacher can do much better work the i-econd year than the 

■first, and it is a matter to be regretted that we cannot offer 
more inducement for competent teachers to remain with us. 
A general reduction in salaries would also tend to dishearten 
and demoralize the teachers who remain with us. If the 
citizens all fully realized the wide difference between good 
teaching and poor teaching, and ako the tendency a general 
reduction in teachers' wages would have towards poor 
teaching, this would be the very last point where the town of 
Dennis would wish to retrench. 

While present conditions made a decrease in appropria- 
tion seem imperative, the people of Dennis are still as loyal 
to the schools as are the people elsewhere in the Common- 
wealth. That the people of Massachusetts believe thoroughly 
in educational advancement is well attended by the following 
extract from the fourth coming report of the Massachusetts 
Board of Education : 

"The State has about three and one-half times as many 
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inhabitants as fifty years ago, nine times as much propertyt 

and expends exclusively, for school maintenance, eleven 
times as much money. That is to say, the people have 
increased in wealth nearly three times as fast as they have 
increased in number, and have shown their growing regard 
for education by increasing their expenditures for schools 
even more rapidly than they have grown in wealth. Does 
it all pay? Attention has already been called, in a previous 
report, to the significant earning power of Massachusetts 
people, as shown by census statistics, the average being 75 

cents a day for every man, woman and child as against 40 
cents a day for any person in the whole country. This 
excess of 33 cents a day means $100 a year for each 
inhabitant of Massachusetts, or $250,000,000 a year for the 
entire population,—an amount so large that the annual 
expenditure for education, which is about one twenty-fifth 
of the sum, seems relatively insignificant. Thoughtful men 
attribute this vast excess of wealth-producing power to that 
intelligence, self-reliance and character that are so well 
nurtured under Massachusetts influences and largely in her 
public schools. The expenditure for schools, if we measure 
results in a mere utilitarian way, seems, therefore, to pay 
for itself many times over." 

It will be seen that the above takes into account simply 
the utilitarian side of the question. These benefits are but 
small when compared to the other benefits mentioned in Mr. 
Hill's able report. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

One of the important features of present educational 
progress in Massachusetts, as mentioned in the state report, 
is the remarkable growth of the High school system. 

Whereas  years  ago  pupils on  leaving  the   Grammar 
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school obtained admission to normal school, were by many 
considered fitted to begin study in a business college or 
other technical school and frequently began the study of law 
or medicine, it has now come to be everywhere generally 
acknowledged that a High school fit is absolutely necessary 
to do successful work in any special or technical school or to 
enable one to obtain a situation requiring any ability as a 
scholar. In the past, many Cape boys have left home and 
achieved success in Boston and elsewhere without the aid of 
a High school education. Conditions have changed. There 
are well disciplined minds for every desirable position, and 
the boy of the future who seeks to work his way up in the 
world with but a Grammar school education will find the 
odds sadly against him. 

The normal school at Hyannis will begin its work next 
fall. Without a High school education none of our pupils 
could gain admission. There are abundant reasons why our 
High schools should receive the cordial support of all. The 
question of combining the two schools into one has been 
discussed. The centralization of schools is the tendency in this 
state at present and is doubtless attended with most gratifying 
results where conditions are favorable. The population of 
this town, distributed as it is near the two opposite shores 
of the Cape, with several miles of unpopulated territory 
intervening, renders combination of the two High schools 
unadvisable while each is as well supported as at present. 
First, because with a combined school at South Dennis 
nearly all High school pupils in town would have further to 
go to school, which, considering the weather and condition 
of roads during the winter months, is an important 
consideration. Also a combined school, with transportation, 
would be a materially greater expense to the town than the 
two schools now are. Such at least would seem to be the 
case if we figure from data to be had from the reports of 
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neighboring towns as a basis. The town of Yarmouth last 
year expended $659.20, nearly all of which was for 
transportation of High school pupils. With one school at 
South Dennis, at present we should have nearly twice as 
many scholars for transportation to High school as Yarmouth 
has. The total number of pupils in both schools from data 
taken during the winter term is 55. The Sandwich High 
school, with a total membership of 30, has a principal and 
one assistant teacher. The Provincetown High school, with 
an average membership of 53, has a principal and two 
assistants. With a combined school we should need an 
assistant. 

It will thus be seen that the High schools would require 
the same number of teachers as now. While some money 
could be saved by the smaller salary of the assistant, it 
would be far more than counterbalanced by the large expen- 
diture for transportation. The above suggestions are made 
on the premise that High school attendance continues to be 
practically the same in regard to members as at present. If 
on the other hand a combination of the schools were to 
result in a marked falling off in attendance, that fact would 
conclusively show that the increased distances required to be 
traveled by the pupils to attend, would narrow the High 
school range of usefulness by decreasing the number of 
pupils to be benefited. It would hardly seem wise to reduce 
the expense of the High school system by curtailing its 
usefulness. A principal with an assistant would be better 
enabled to administer the course of studies than we are 
enabled to now, where each teacher has to cover the entire 
course himself, but the decrease in number of pupils that 
would result from combining would probably far more than 
offset the gain in instruction. 

The other towns in this county, having as many pupils 
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as Dennis, in addition to the High school principal's salary 
pay for the services of an assistant; also most of the Cape 
towns pay for transportatian of pupils to High school, which 
we avoid by having two High schools. When these items 
are taken into consideration, it will be found that Dennis is 
not paying as much for High school maintenance as are most 
other towns having as many pupils. 

Little has yet been done in way of supplying physical 
apparatus and reference books to the High schools which are 
not so well furnished in this respect as the average county 
High school. At the beginning of the year some changes 
were made in the course of studies for these schools. The 
course in English Literature was exlended, and drawing was 
added to better enable us to fit for normal school. It may 
be necessary to further change the course by substituting 
botany for astronomy. We still lack one normal require- 
ment as we have no provision for instruction in music. 

Many inquiries have been made concerning requirements 
for entrance to normal schools. As a new one is to be 
established so near us and few are acquainted with the 
entrance requirements, the conditions of admission are 
appended to this report. Reports of the High school prin- 
cipals follow: 



REPORT OF THE SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL, 

MR. W. E. CHAFFIN, Superintendent of Schools : 
DEAR SIR,—I have the honor and pleasure to submit 

herewith my second annual report for the Dennis South High 
school during the year 1896-7 : 
Entire enrollment for the year, 45 
Average membership for the year, 26.6 

"       attendance     "    "    " 25.03 
Present number of boys in the school, 16 
Present number of girls in the school, 14 

Total, 30 
Number in each class : 

Senior, 4 
Middle, 9 
Junior, 17 

It has been well said, "Happy is   that   people   whose 
annals are brief."     The larger part of our year's history has 
demonstrated the truth of this   oft-repeated   maxim.      We 
have been but little before the public, therefore the story of 
our social and histrionic successes or failures is extremely 
brief.      On the other hand, the year has been a pleasant and 
profitable one.      We have exemplified that the daily routine 
of school work may itself become a pleasure and  a  daily 
anticipation; that the branches taught may be  sodeeorated 
and so presented that they will become well-springs from 
which the young will, with delight, drink copious draughts. 

This has been our aim, our ambition;   the reward, the 
studious demeanor, the kindling eye, the beacon of the soul 
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which comprehends and enjoys its new possession, the 
faultless deportment, the aversion to absence. In deport- 
ment a zealous effort has been made to secure autonomy. 
Old lines have been broken down, old rules laid aside and 
replaced by an ethical standard. The result has been 
pleasing. Privileges have been systematized, order has 
been the rule, disturbance anarchy frowned down by all, and 
these have led to that broader basis of thought which gives 
heed to the welfare of all while seeking one's own. 

The attendance has been better than that of last year. 
Written excuses from the parent, giving reason for absence, 
have been required and few avoidable absences have occurred. 
Parents are earnestly advised that the success, interest and 
ability of the child at school, and perhaps through life, 
depends upon exemplary attendance. No habit is more 
pernicious to pupils or more liable to contagion than tardiness. 
Recognizing the extreme importance of punctuality, tardiness, 
unless accompanied by full and sufficient excuse, has been 
regarded as a misdemeanor. The result is, we have had but 
thirteen instances during the year, and during the fall term 
but one, and that the first day by a newly entered pupil. 

Slight, yet important, changes have been made in the 
course of study. An important observed defect of our 
schools has been a lack of proficiency in English. There- 
fore, we now have periods for this study throughout the 
course and not, as formerly, in the last year only. I learn 
from you with pleasure that English is receiving especial 
attention in the lower grades. The future effect on the 
High school will be salutary. A thorough knowledge of 
the mother tongue is the foundation whose solidity and 
homogeneity will determine the character of the super- 
structure. The work in drawing has, of necessity, been 
elementary,   yet  all  that   conditions   would   allow.      Our 
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drawing periods have been periods of thought, interest and 
benefit. 

The High school piano has been paid for and now 
stands, without encumbrance, a portion of the school property. 
The debt was cancelled by the interest and industry of the 
pupils themselves and for it they deserve a large measure of 
credit. 

I regret that we receive so few visits from parents. It 
cannot be due to their lack of interest, but perhaps because 
they do not appreciate the important effects these visits may 
have on their child and on the school. If parents would 
make it a point to visit the sehool and see for themselves, 
many pernicious tendencies would be obviated, the scholars, 
I am convinced, would be pleased and encouraged, the 
closer relations of parent and teacher would result in mutual 
understanding and the benefit of the child. Think of this 
seriously, parents, and come to encourage, or to criticise if it 
seems necessary after a personal examination. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks to the 
citizens, to the pupils without whose co-operation my work 
would indeed be a heartless task and to the Board for their 
many kind words of appreciation; such often light the way 
and remove the dark clouds of discouragement. 

As in the former year, our relations have happily been 
such as conduce to a mutual understanding of conditions and 
the wisest and best courses of action. 

Your interest has never flagged, nor has your hand ever 
withheld the sought assistance. 

The school has thereby been benefited and I gratefully 
acknowledge, I individually have been improved by your 
council, strengthened by your assistance, encouraged by 
your kindly words. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WELLINGTON HODGKINS. 



REPORT OF THE NORTH  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

you the 

'95-6. '94-5. 

41 39 
28.415 25.6 

94.12 94.97 

55 74 

MR. W. E. CHAFFIN, Superintendent of Schools : 
DEAR SIR,—I have the honor to   submit  to 

annual report of the North High school: 
'96-7. 

Enrollment, 32 
Average attendance, 24.88 
Per cent, attendance, 96.25 
Tardiness, 25 

From the above it appears that the enrollment is less 
than it was three years ago ;   that the average attendance is 
about  the   same;   that  the   per  cent,    of   attendance   has 
increased;   that   tardiness  has   diminished  year  by   year. 
There have been no withdrawals.      Scholarship and deport- 
ment have been excellent. 

This is a favorable showing for the efficiency of the 
school. The lessened number of pupils, due to causes 
unavoidable, cannot be remedied, but the regularity and 
punctuality of attendance is controlled by the school. 

During the year there have been twenty-three visitors 
— four of whom were parents. While this may not indicate 
lack of interest, would it not be better if parents would visit 
schools more frequently? By such visits the pupil is 
inspired, the teacher is encouraged, and the parent, 
enlightened by direct observation of plans, methods and 
difficulties, may often aid both teacher and pupil. 

In the struggle for existence, however sharp, let us not 
forget that education has been a potent factor in the history 
of mankind;   in the practice of economy, however severe, 
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let us not hamper the wellsprings of our prosperity. 
Education is everywhere becoming more thorough and 
complete. Our boys and girls, in a few years, must 
compete with others, educated in larger schools and 
wealthier towns. Shall we allow them to enter the race 
handicapped from the start? The importance of the High 
school course is increased by the fact that in the future it is 
the road that must be travelled by all candidates for the 
normal schools. 

In assuming the duties of a teacher of such recognized 
ability, I have thought best not to diverge too widely from 
the methods that brought him success. 

The study of literature in the middle class is pursued 
with pleasing results. The importance of this study cannot 
be overestimated. 

In connection with the rhetorical exercises, each Friday 
afternoon, one period has been devoted to the study of cur- 
rent history, and to a discussion of the topics of the day. 

In geology observation lessons were given on all of the 
common minerals, supplemented with work in the text- 
book. Each pupil made a collection of the minerals studied, 
thus forming a nucleus for a larger collection and arousing a 
spirit of investigation. 

Experimental work in physics, judging from class 
interest, has been pursued with pleasure and profit. Our 
apparatus is simple, largely the result of the pupils ingenuity 
and the work somewhat elementary, yet this seems to be a 
step in the right direction. A small appropriation, each 
year, would soon enable us to enlarge our laboratory and 
pursue this study in accordance with the methods advanced 
by our leading educators. 

In conclusion I wish to express my obligations to you 
for the advice that you have free!}' offered;  to the pupils for 
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their hearty co-operation ; and to parents and committee for 
their loyal support. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C.  E.  COELISS. 

GRADING AND COURSE OF STUDY. 

I will here call your attention to a requirement that has 
for years been necessary to the better grading of our 
Primary schools. The requirement referred to is the 
restriction of the entrance of pupils into the first grade of 
the Primary schools, to the first two weeks of the fall term, 
unless they are able to take up work with the pupils who 
have entered at this time. Heretofore, our Primary teachers 
have been prevented, to a greater or less extent, from 
accomplishing the best results, by pupils entering the first 
grade at various times in the year, particularly at the 
beginning of the spring term. Promotions occur at the 
close of the spring term, and all new classes are formed at 
the beginning of the fall term. Pupils who then enter school 
for the first time form the first grade. They first acquire a 
limited vocabulary from the board work, then begin reading 
short sentences from the primer. By the beginning of the 
spring term they have made considerable progress in 
reading. The pupils who have entered at this time have not 
been able to take up the work of those who entered in the 
fall, and consequently the teachers have been obliged to 
form new classes, taking the time from the other classes and 
checking their progress by so doing. At the beginning of 
the next fall term these pupils who began work in the spring 
have to be classified with those just entering for the first 
time and do the same work they would have done had they 
not attended in the spring. Pupils who enter school too 
late to take up the regular work of the year derive little 
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benefit themselves, retard the work of the other classes, and 
in turn have their progress retarded by others entering in 
the middle of the year as they did. Hence, it would seem 
best for all that the time for entrance be limited to the first 
two weeks of the fall term. City schools have this regula- 
tion, and our Primary teachers have asked for it. If 
adopted it will undoubtedly result in the better grading of 
our Primary schools. 

In former reports I have referred to the present tend- 
ancy to over crowd the common school corriculum, resulting 
frequently in that lack of thoroughness which leads towards 
mental demorilization. With the number of grades in most 
of our schools, our short school year, and frequent change 
of teachers it has been found extremely difficult to enable 
our common school pupils to acquire that breadth which 
comes from the study of the numerous subjects that commend 
themselves, and also to instruct them with that desirable 
thoroughness which comes from the study of few subjects. 
Thoroughness has been deemed the most essential, some- 
times to the exclusion of work that might have been 
correlated with profit under more favorable conditions. 
Nothing has been added to the course during the year. 
Written work has received much attention and such other 
subjects have been correlated with it as circumstances have 
admitted. Specimens of the written work of the different 
classes comprising dictation and reproduction exercises, 
written letters, compositions and examination papers show 
more uniform wrork than heretofore and decidedly better 
methods of correcting papers, on the part of the teachers. 
These papers also show a higher general standard of 
excellence than the schools have previously been able to 
attain. Reading, especially in the higher grades, has 
received deserved attention. More school classics have been 
introduced and classes have been  interested in  reading and 
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studying such pieces as Evangeline, Courtship of Miles 
Standish, Lady of the Lake, True Stories from New England 
History and others of like standing. The other branches of 
study pursued in the schools have continued to receive 
careful attention along lines mentioned in previous reports. 

While realizing that circumstances render it impossible 
for us to do satisfactory work in all the approved subjects of 
study, it is somewhat consoling to note the following from 
the most recently published report of the Massachusetts 
Board of Education: "la the judgment of experienced 
observers, the public schools are in danger of being over- 
crowded with Avork. The number and character of the 
studies now introduced into the courses of public school 
instruction are such as to prevent the best work being done 
in any of them. Some of these studies heretofore supposed 
to be important, such as the language we speak and write, 
are in danger of being greatly neglected." 

LIBRARIES. 

It is with unusual satisfaction that I again call your 
attention to our school libraries. Eour years ago not a 
school in town had a school library. The books in the 
schools being confined exclusively to text books, dictionaries 
and encyclopaedias. To-day each Grammar building in the 
town has, without expense to the town, been provided with 
a school library. These libraries consist of children's classics, 
stories from history, various standard works of the best 
authors, books on elementary science, histories and books of 
reference. They vary in size from fifty or sixty to about 
four hundred volumes. Each of these libraries have been 
added to during the year, and at present efforts are in 
progress to further add to those at Dennis, South Dennis and 
We=t Dennis.    The library of the latter place is to receive 

■ 
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a large addition, consisting of well selected books from the 
Sewing Circle library. These are to be numbered and 
catalogued with the books now in the school, catalogues 
printed, and a book cabinet purchased, through efforts of 
Mr. Blakney, the principal of the school. In fact all of 
these libraries have been established and added to through 
the unselfish efforts of the teachers having the schools in 
charge. Librarians are elected from the pupils and record 
is kept of all books loaned. It would be difficult to over- 
estimate the benefits to be derived from these books. They 
can be used in connection with and supplementary to the 
course of studies and enable the teachers, to a large extent, 
to direct the home reading of the pupils. In this way the 
course of study is broadened and the mental horizon of the 
pupils much enlarged. Class instruction in reading is so 
directed as to help the pupils to acquire a taste for and 
appreciation of the best in literature. These libraries afford 
the teachers opportunity to direct the outside reading of the 
pupils into channels that the school work has led up to until, 
it is hoped, habits have been formed that will influence their 
reading through life. This is one of the most important 
results any school can accomplish. 

I have frequently been asked for a list of books suitable 
for school libraries. Trusting that parents as well as teachers 
may find assistance from such a list, the following brief one 
is herewith inserted. 

Reading suitable for each of the different grades : 
Grade I.        Fables and Rhymes. 

Fairy Tale and Fable. 
Seven Little Sisters. 
Johonnot's Book of Cats and Dogs. 

Grade II.      Miller's Little Folks in Feathers and Fur. 
Fable and Folk Stories — Scudder. 
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Alice's Adventures in Wonderland—Doderson. 

Grade III. 

Grade IV. 

Grade V. 

Grade VI. 

Grade VII. 

Grimm's Tales. 
iEsop's Fables. 
Brooks and Brook Basins- -Frye. 

Stories from Plato. 
Stories of Great Americans for Little Ameri- 

cans — Eggleston. 
Old Greek Stories — Baldwin. 
American History Stories JSTo. 1 — Pratt. 
The Water Babies — Kingsley. 

The Kino- of the Golden River Ruskin. 
Old Stories of the East — Baldwin. 
Stories   of   American   Life   and  Adventure — 

Eo-o-leston. 
The Wonder Book — Hawthorne. 
American History Stories, Nos.  2, 3 and 4 — 

Pratt. 

Tanglewood Tales — Hawthorne. 
Black Beauty — Sewell. 
Robinson Crusoe—Defoe. 
Our American Neighbors. 
Sharp Eyes — Burroughs. 
Tales of a Grandfather—Scott. 
True   Stories   from   New   England  History — 

Hawthorne. 

Tales from Shakespeare — Lamb. 
Courtship of Miles Standish — Longfellow. 
Pilgrims and Puritans — Moore. 
Histories — Alexander,   Xerxes,    Cajsar — J. 

Abbott. 
Stories of the Olden Time — Johonnot. 
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Grade VIII and High School. 
Lady of the Lake — Scott. 
Ivanhoe — Scott. 
Ben Hur — Wallace. 
Uncle Tom's Cabin — Stowe. 
Lincoln's Addresses. 
Macaulay's Essays. 
Webster's Orations. 
Stories of the Moors in Spain — Gilman. 
Boots and Saddles — Ouster. 
The First Napoleon — Ropes. 
A Short History of the English People — Green. 
Politics for Young Americans — Nordhoff. 
Our American Neighbors — Fanny Coe. 
Modern Europe — Fanny Coe. 
Life in Asia — Mary Smith. 
Views in Africa — Anna Badlam. 
The Story of the Romans — Guerber. 

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 

The same text books are in use as reported last year, with 
the exception of a change in Primary geography. During 
the fall term our Warren's Primary Geographies, which 
were so thoroughly worn out as to be unfit for further use, 
were replaced by Potter's Primary Geographies, which have 
proved to be satisfactory. All of the grammar and language 
books are still in good condition. The text books in history, 
arithmetic and Grammar school geography have been added 
to from time to time as old copies became worn out. As a 
consequence, at present part of the text books on each of 
these subjects are nearly new, others in fair condition and 
some nearly worn out. 

The   reading   books   in   use have also been purchased 
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from time to time as occasion seemed to require. A 
considerable portion of them have now been in use some 
years and will soon have to be replaced with new ones. A 
further supply of supplementary readers would give added 
interest to this subject and result in much better work being 
done. Many of the text books in the High schools have 
been in use some years and are in poor condition. In order 
to keep within the appropriations, little has been done in 
regard to supplies except to replenish those regularly kept 
in stock, such as paper, pencils, pens, ink, slates, etc., 
whenever necessary, for which reason many of the schools 
are but poorly supplied with wall maps, and the High 
schools are still in need of physical apparatus for experi- 
mental work. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The subject of attendance has continued to receive 
careful attention. A general improvement, with marked 
increase in the percentage of some of the schools, is to be 
noted. The average percentage of attendance is higher than 
we have previously been able to reach, and probably is the 
highest ever recorded for the town. There is also the least 
number of cases of tardiness for any year of which record 
has been kept. These gains in attendance alone indicate 
that our school system is improving. 

Notwithstanding this general improvement, there are still 
some schools whose progress is much retarded by irregular 
attendance. Pupils who have been absent, on returning 
absorb more than their share of the teacher's time. Their 
slow and poor work in recitation lowers the standing of class 
work and seriously checks progress. With one short school 
year, we can ill afford these hindrances, if we are to do 
thorough work and keep the schools up to grade.    Again 
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your attention is called to the importance of the work of 
truant officers. They can do much to increase the efficiency 
of the schools by improving the attendance. 

TARDINESS. 

Number of tardy marks found on the school re 
East Dennis Grammar, 
East Dennis Primary, 
Dennisport Grammar, 
West Dennis Grammar, 
South High School, 
West Dennis Intermediate, 
Dennis Grammar, 
West Dennis Primary, 
Dennisport Primary Upper, 
South Dennis Primary, 
North High School, 
Dennis Primary, 
Dennisport Intermediate, 
Dennisport Primary Lower, 
South Dennis Grammar, 

Sisters : 
8 

10 
10 
11 
13 
14 
15 
18 
20 
22 
25 
29 
39 
72 

100 

Total, 406 

Total for last year, 59G 
Although the above shows improved condition regard- 

ing tardiness, the wide difference in the returns from the 
different schools indicates that there is much more room for 
improvement. Tardiness can be largely controlled by the 
teachers, who should insist upon prompt attendance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM E. CHAFFIN, 

March 27, 1897. 



APPENDIX, 

STATISTICS. 

Number of children enrolled in the public schools, 470 
Number of children enrolled over 15 years of age, 92 
Number of children enrolled under 5 years of age, 1 
Number of children enrolled between 8 and 14 years 

of age, 269 
Number of school buildings, 7 
Number of teachers employed during the year, 17 
Number of teachers employed at any one time, 15 
Number of gentlemen teachers, 6 
Number of lady teachers, 9 
Average membership, 404.73 
Average attendance, 380.35 
Percentage of attendance, 93.97 
Number of visitors during the year, 1,502 
Average age of pupils in grade eight, 15.1 



ATTENDANCE STATISTICS. 

SUMMER TERM. 

DENNISPORT. 

A v. membership   Av. attendance      Percent. 

Grammar, 31.93 30.23 94.68 
Intermediate, 30.63 29.13 95.09 
Primary Upper, 24.58 23.80 96.83 
Primary Lower, 

SOUTH 

29.14 

DENNIS. 

25.6 87.83 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Grammar, 
Primary, 

Av. membership   Av. attendance      Per cent. 
26.78 24.88 95.03 
31.08 29.22 94.01 

WEST   DENNIS. 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent. 
35.75 34.03 95.18 
18.75 18.14 96.74 
27.5 24.17 87.89- 

EAST   DENNIS. 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent. 
27.5 26.8 97.45 
36.9 36.3 98.3 

DENNIS. 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent. 
14.87 14.44 97.1 
22.6 21.8 96.5 
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WINTER TERM. 

DENNISPOKT. 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent. 

Grammar, 34.7 33.31 96 
Intermediate, 35.24 32.5 92.23 
Primary Upper, 19.48 17.64 90.56 
Primary Lower, 22.47 

SOUTH   DENNIS. 

18.85 83.87 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent- 
Grammar, 26.7 24.95 93.45 
Primary, 32.4 

WEST   DENNIS. 

29.7 91.6 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent. 
Grammar, 29.98 29.1 96.06 
Intermediate, 18.33 16.48 89.9 
Primary, 24.75 

EAST   DENNIS. 

20.37 84.89 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent. 
Grammar, 29.75 28.66 96.33 
Primary, 31.4 

DENNIS. 

30.02 95.59 

Av. membership Av. attendance Per cent. 
Grammar, 22.23 21.52 96.8 
Primary, 18.5 17.3 93.5 

Number of pupils in the difterent grades, data taken in 
December: 

DENNISPORT. 

Grammar Room : 
Grade 8, 21 pupils 
Grade 7, 15      " 

— 36 pupils 
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Intermediate Room: 
Grade 6, 15 pupils 
Grade 5, 22      " 

Upper Primary Room 
—            37 pupils 

Grade 4, 11 pupils 
Grade 3, 11      " 

Lower Primary Room 
—            22 pupils 

Grade 2, 7 pupils 
Grade 1, 18     " 

—            25 pupils 
120 pupils 

WEST   DENNIS. 
Grammar Room : 

Grade 8, 14 pupils 
Grade 7, 8     " 
Grade 6, 9      " 

Intermediate Room : 
—            31 pupils 

Grade 5, 11 pupils 
Grade 4, 9      " 

—            20 pupils 
Primary Room: 

Grade 3, 4 pupils 
Grade 2, 10      " 
Grade 1, 13      " 

—            27 pupils 
78 pupils 

SOUTH   DENNIS. 
Grammar Room: 

Grade 8, 7 pupils 
Grade 7, 11    " 
Grade 6, 7      " 
Grade 5, 4     " 

—            29 pupils 
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Primary Room : 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

Grammar Room: 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 
Grade 5, 

Primary Room: 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

Grammar Room: 
Grade 8, 
Grade 7, 
Grade 6, 
Grade 5, 

Primary Room: 
Grade 4, 
Grade 3, 
Grade 2, 
Grade 1, 

13 pupils 
6     " 

6 " 
— 33Jpupils 

EAST  DENNIS. 

3 pupils 
7 " 
8 " 

11     << 

62 pupils 

29 pupils 

7 pupils 
9    » 
4    " 

12    " 
32 puj^ils 

61 pupils 
DENNIS. 

3 pupils 
3    " 

11    " 
6    " 

23 pupiJs 

5 pupils 
0     " 
6 " 
8     " 

19 pupils 
42 pupils 

. 
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Total number of pupils in each grade on 
North Side. South Side. 

Grade 8, 42 6 
Grade 7, 34 10 
Grade 6, 31 19 
Grade 5, 37 17 
Grade 4, 33 12 
Grade 3, 21 9 
Grade 2, 25 10 
Grade 1, 37 20 

260 103 363 
igh School: 

Senior Class, 4 4 
Middle Class, 14 9 
Junior Class, 5 1!) 

23 32 55 

Total number of pupils in the schools. 418 



ROLL OF HONOR. 

PUPILS NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY. 

DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term—Wendell Goodspeed, Fred. W. Howes, 
Howard L. Hall, Laura S. Nye. 

Winter term—Wendell Goodspeed, Fred. W. Howes, 
Howard L. Hall, Gerard Chapman, Agnes N. Howes, H. 
Willis Nye. 

DENNIS   I'RIMARY. 

Summer term—Gerard Chapman, Mildred Hall, I. 
Grafton Howes, Rosie Hallett. 

Winter term—I. Grafton Howes, Hattie T. Howes, 
Ernest Crowell. 

EAST   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term—Mabel B. Sears, Fannie Howland, Inez 
J. Howes, Olive Walker, Ella A. Hall, Lucy Sears, Louisa 
J. Chase, Addie F. Sears, Hattie Walker, Lewis E. Sears. 

Winter term—Lewis E. Sears, Ella A. Hall, Maggie 
B. Elland, Hattie Walker, Myra Snow, Elizabeth Hedge. 

EAST   DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term—Annette S. Howes, Sarah F. Howes, 
Grace E. Sears, J. Frances Snow, Arthur Phillips, Mary L. 
Bassett, Alice F. Hall, Huldah K. Hall, Elizabeth Hedge, 
Elva Nickerson, Esther Nickerson, Lelia E. Sears, Rena E. 
Sears, George Bassett, Edwin D. Crowell, James Hathaway' 
Willie Nickerson, F. Louis Sears, Harold W. Sears, Joshua 
M. Sears. 
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Winter term—Annette S. Howes, Sarah F. Howes 
Grace E. Sears, J. Frances Snow, Arthur Phillips. 

SOUTH   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer  term—May Hinckley,   Nettie Rogers, Jessie 
Rogers, Mertis Baker, Baxter Young, Nathan Eldridge. 

Winter term—Jessie Rogers, Marguerite Underwood. 

SOUTH   DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term — Marguerite Underwood, Pauline L. 
Sears, Fannie A. S. Crosby, Raymond Nickerson, Walter 
R. Nickerson, Henry Perry. 

Winter term—Raymond Nickerson. 

WEST   DENNIS   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term—Ralph Baker, Edwin Crowell, Herbert 
Fisk, William P. D. Loring, Minnie Perry, Albert Smith, 
Ethel Biddle, Mabel Baker, Victor Evans, Rebecca Howard, 
Sadie Kelley, Mabel Smith, Albert Baker. 

Winter term—Albert Baker, Sadie Kelley, George K. 
Nickerson, Wm. Hamblin, Mary Robbins, Eben Darling, 
Charles Kelley. 

WEST   DENNIS   INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer term—Eben Darling, Wendell V. C. Howes, 
Annie G. Phillips. 

Winter term— 

WEST   DENNIS   PRIMARY. 

Summer term—Willie H.  Wixon, Ernest  M.   Baker, 
Cleon G. Edwards, Robert N. Biddle, Frank Chase. 

Winter term—Ida May Rogers. 

DENNISPORT   GRAMMAR. 

Summer term—Hester Blachford, Emma B. Chase, S. 
Willie Baker, Otis C. Kelley. 
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Winter term—Lina D. Walker, May Howes, Eliza 
Eobbins, Lottie Small, Leroy Francis, Bertie S. Kelley, 
Heman S. Doane. 

DENNISPORT   INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer term—Bertie E. Kelley, Leroy F. Francis, 
Josephine B. Graves, Eliza M. Bobbins, Lottie E. Small, 
Atha L. Kelley, Julia F. Small, Maud E. Snow, Ethel H. 
Snow, Essie M. Kerien, Jennie L. Crowell. 

Winter term—Wilbur S. Kelley, Shirley E. Small, 
Zebina Small, Atha L. Kelley, Bertha M. Eogers, Julia F. 
Small, Ethel H. Snow, Maud E. Snow. 

DENNISPORT   UPPER   PRIMARY. 

Summer term—Bertha A. Eogers, Willie E. Baker, 
Susie W. Pierce, Etta D. Ellis, Clarence E. Humphrey, 
Myra M. Ellis, Mamie Eogers, Ealph E. Chapman, Dolly 
B. Small. 

Winter term—Willie E. Baker. 
DENNISPORT   LOWER   PRIMARY. 

Summer term—George D. Snow. 
Winter term—Harry E. Francis. 

NAMES OF PUPILS NEITHEE ABSENT NOE TARDY 
DURING THE YEAE. 

Dennis—Fred. W. Howes, Wendell Goodspeed, I. 
Grafton Howes, Gerard Chapman. 

East Dennis—Lewis E. Sears, Ella A. Hall, Hattie 
Walker, Elizabeth Hedge, Annette S. Howes, Sarah F. 
Howes, Grace E. Sears, J. Frances Snow, Arthur Phillips. 

South Dennis—Marguerite Underwood, Jessie Eogers, 
Raymond Nickerson. 

West Dennis — Albert Baker, Sadie Kelley, Eben 
Darling. 
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Dennisport—May Howes, Eliza Bobbins, Lottie Small, 
Leroy Francis, Bertie Kelley, Atha L. Kelley, Julia F. 
Small, Maud E. Snow, Ethel H. Snow, Willie E. Baker. 

South High—S. William Baker, Ralph Small, George 
Baxter, Amanda Hamblin, May Darling. 

North High—Ray Goodspeed, Herbert H. Howes, 
Edmund Sears, James Sears, Mabel B. Sears. 

NAMES OF PUPILS NEITHER ABSENT NOR 

TARDY FOR TWO YEARS. 

Lewis E. Sears, Hattie Walker, Elizabeth L. Hedge, 
Annette S. Howes, May Darling, Edmund Sears, Ray 
Goodspeed, Mabel B. Sears. 

NAMES OF PUPILS NEITHER ABSENT NOR 
TARDY FOR THREE YEARS. 

Lewis E. Sears, May Darling, Ray Goodspeed, Edmund 
Sears. 

NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY FOR FIVE YEARS. 

EDMUND SEARS, of East Dennis. 



CORPS OF TEACHERS, 

Mr. Wellington Hodgkins, 
Mr. Charles E. Corliss, 
Miss S. Evie Hall, 
Mr. H. O. Forbush, 
Mr. Levi P. Wyman, 
Mr. George M. Blakney, 
Mr. Sylvanus A. Hayward, 
Miss Ida M. Lovell, 
Miss Sarah G. Baxter, 
Miss Eliza D. Howes, 
Miss Emma G. Hall, 
Miss J. Olivia Crowell, 
Miss Addie B. Garfield, 
Miss Mary Elland, 
Miss Annie M. Hawes, 

South High School 
North High School 

Dennis Grammar 
East Dennis Grammar 

South Dennis Grammar 
West Dennis Grammar 

Dennisport Grammar 
West Dennis Intel-mediate 

Dennisport Intermediate 
Dennis Primary 

East Dennis Primary 
South Dennis Primary 
West Dennis Primary 

Dennisport Upper Primary 
Dennisport Lower Primaiy 



GRADUATION 

OF   THE 

CLASS OF '96, DENNIS SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL, 

JULY 3, 2 P. M. 

" Superare Studemus." 

Programme. 

March — Entrance of the School. 
Music. 
Prayer. 

1. Salutatory, 
Addie Franklin Doane. 

2. Oration, "Benedict Arnold,-' 
Alpha Nickerson Baker. 

3. Essay, "Joan of Arc," 
Mary Anna Small. 

Music. 
4. Class History, 

Anna Miller Nickerson. 
5. Essay, "Lord Byron,'' 

Grace Dunham Studley. 
6. Oration, "The Cuban Revolt," 

Henry Frank Fisk. 
Music. 

7. Class Prophecy, 
Sadie Hallett Kelley. 

8. Valedictory, "Superare Studemus," 
Annie Lucie Gammons. 
Conferring of Diplomas. 

Benediction. 
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GRADUATING EXERCISES OF THE CLASS OF '96, 
DENNIS NORTH HIGH SCHOOL, THURSDAY 

EVENING, JULY  2. 

" Oarpe Opportunitatem." 

Programme : 

March—Entrance of School. 
Music. 

1. Salutatory and essay, "Chaucer and his Age," 
Georgetta Nye. 

2. Oration, " Industrial Arbitration," 
Samuel John Robbins. 

3. Recitation, "Wreck of the Pocahontas," 
Belma Rice Chase. 

Music. 
4. Class History, 

Sarah Brings Nickerson. 
5. Declamation, "The Unknown Speaker,' 

Edwin Stacie Whittemore. 
6. Essay, "Emerson, the Poet," 

Sadie Emma Downs. 
Music. 

7. Recitation, " The Organ Builder," 
Nettie Ava Sears. 

8. Oration, " Our Merchant Marine," 
Horatio Franklin Jorgensen. 

9. Recitation, "Aunt Melissy on Boys," 
Ruth Berry Sears. 

Music. 
10. Oration, "Politics as a Duty,' 

Valentine Bernard Newcomb. 
11. Class Prophecy, 

Lucie Howes Sears. 
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12. Kecitation, " Selection from Longfellow," 
Edith Crowell. 

Music. 
13. Declamation, "The Homes of the People," 

Arthur Clayton Hall. 
14. Valedictory, "Carpe Opportunitatem," 

Desire Hall. 
Conferring of Diplomas. 

Music. 
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A TABLE SHOWING AVERAGE TEACHERS' WAGES 
FOR TOWNS OF BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 
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Barnstable, $71  42 $40 25 $1000 00 
Bourne, 63 25 40 40 855 00 
Brewster, 60 oo 39 50 510 00 
Chatham, 97 22 27  ^2 900 00 

Dennis, 72 50 34 44 
5 765 00 
I 855 00 

Eastham, 33 33 
Falmouth, 68 50 46 50 1200 00 
Harwich, 60 00 38 00 840 00 
Mashpee, 48 11 40 31 
Orleans, 95 00 40 00 
Provincetown, 31  78 1200 00 
Sandwich, 36 99 1000 00 
Truro, 37 00 
WelWeet, 37 91 800 00 
Yarmouth, 40 00 1000 00 
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COUKSE OF STUDY FOE DENNIS HIGH SCHOOLS. 

JUNIOR  YEAR. 

Fall Term Winter Term Spring Term 

1. Algebra. Algebra. Algebra. 
2. Gen'l History. General History. General History. 
3. Physical   Geog- Rhetoric and Eng. Rhetoric and Eng. 

raphy, English Composition. Composition. 
Composition. Beginner's     Latin Beginner's      Latin 

4. Beginner's Latin 
Book. 

Book. Book. 

MIDDLE   YEAR. 

1. Geometry. Geometry. Geometry. 
2. Political    Econ- Political Economy. Civil Government. 

omy. Geology. Business   Arithme- 
Q 
O. Geology,   Eng. English Literature tic. 

Literature and and Language. English  Literature 
Language. Caisar. and Language. 

4. Cresar. Ciesar. 

SENIOR   YEAR. 

1. Physics. 
2. Astronomy. 
3. Eng. Literature 

and Language. 
4. Virgil. 

Physics. 
Astronomy. 
English Literature 

and Language. 
Virgil. 

Physics. 
Reviews. 
English Literature 

and Language. 
Virgil. 

Drawing required throughout the course. 
Each pupil is required to take part in rhetorical exer- 

cises throughout the course. 



CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION TO STATE NORMAL 
SCHOOLS, 

1. Candidates for admission to any one of the normal schools must 
have attained the age of seventeen years COMPLETE if young men, and 
sixteen years if young women; and must be free from any disease or 
infirmity which would unfit them for the office of teacher. 

They must present a certificate of good moral character, give evi- 
dence of good intellectual capacity, be graduates of a high school 
whose courses of study have been approved by the Board of Educa- 
tion, or they must have received, to the satisfaction of the principal 
and the Board of Visitors of the school, the equivalent of a good high 
school education. Candidates are requested to bring the record of 
their standing in conduct and scholarship in the high school signed by 
the principal. A good record from the high school is one of the best 
recommendations the candidate can present. Candidates must also 
declare their intention to complete the course of study in the school, 
if possible, and afterwards to teach in the public schools of Massa- 
chusetts. 

:i. To persons thus declaring their intention to teach, tuition shall 
be free; but persons intending to teach in other States, or iu private 
schools, may be admitted to the normal schools upon paying fifteen 
dollars a term for tuition, PROVIDED, their admission does not exclude 
or inconvenience those intending to teach in the public schools of the 
Commonwealth. 

;!. Examinations for admission to the normal schools shall take 
place at the close of the school year in June, and also at the beginning 
of the school year in September. 

i. New classes shall be admitted to the Normal schools only at the 
beginning of the fall term. 

Persons who propose to apply for admission are requested to notify 
the principal of their intention as early a? possible. 

EXAMINATION FOR ADMISSION. 

The written examination will embrace one paper upon each of the 
following groups, with a maximum time allowance of two hours for 
each of groups I., II. and IV., and of one hour for each of groups III. 
and V.:— 

I. LANGUAGES, (a) English. — The subjects for the examination 
will be the same as those generally agreed upon by the colleges and 
high technical schools of New England.   The topics and questions 
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will be so prepared that any candidate may expect to meet them who 
has mastered a majority of the works assigned for reading and for 
study and practice, the selection to be made by the candidate. 

No candidate will be accepted in English whose- work is notably 
deficient in point of spelling, punctuation, idiom, or division of 
paragraphs. 

1. Reading and Practice.—A limited number of books will be set for 
reading. The candidate will be required to present evidence of a 
general knowledge of the subject-matter, and to answer simple 
questions on the lives of the authors. 

The books set for this part of the examination will be:— 
1896. Shakespeare's Midsummer Night's Dream; Defoe's History of 

the Plague in London; Irving's Tales of a Traveller; Scott's Wood- 
stock; Macaulay's Essay on Milton; Longfellow's Evangeline; George 
Eliot's Silas Marner. 

1897. Shakespeare's As You Like It; Defoe's History of the Plague 
in London; Irving's Tales of a Traveller; Hawthorne's Twice Told 
Tales; Longfellow's Evangeline; George Eliot's Silas Marner. 

1898. Milton's Paradise Lost, Books I. and II.; Pope's Iliad, Books I. 
and XXII.; The Sir Roger de Coverley Papers in The Spectator; Gold- 
smith's Vicar of Wakefleld; Coleridge's Ancient Mariner; Southey's 
Life of Nelson; Carlyle's Essay on Burns; Lowell's Vision of Sir 
Lauufal; Hawthorne's The House of the Seven Gables. 

2. Study and Practice.—This part of the examination presupposes 
a more careful study of each of the words named below. The exami- 
nation will be upon subject-matter, form, and structure, and the 
candidate's ability to express his knowledge with clearness and 
accuraoy. 

The books set for this part of the examination will be:— 
1896. Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice; Milton's L'Allegro, II 

Penseroso, Comus and Lycidas; Webster's First Bunker Hill Oration. 
189?'. Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice; Burke's Speech on Con- 

ciliation with America; Scott's Marmion; Macaulay's Life of Samuel 
Johnson. 

1898. Shakespeare's Macbeth; Burke's Speech on Conciliation with 
America; De Quincey's Plight of a Tartar Tribe; Tennyson's The 
Princess. 

(b) One only of the three languages, Latin, French, and German. 
The translation at sight of simple prose, with questions on the usual 
forms and ordinary constructions of the language. 

II. MATHEMATICS, (a) Arithmetic.—The subject as given in a good 
grammar-school course. 

(b) Algebra.—The subject through affected quadratic equations 
involving one unknown quantity. 

(c) Geometry.—The elements of plane geometry and original work 
both witJj theorems and problems. 

III. HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY.—The history and civil government 
of Massachusetts and the United States, with related geography and 
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so much of English history as is directly contributory to a knowledge 
of United States history. 

IV. SCIENCES, (a) Physical Geography.—The elements of this 
subject as presented in the study of geography in a good grammar- 
school course. 

(b) Physiology and Hygiene.—The elementary facts of anatomy, 
the general functions ofthe v arious organs, the more obvious rules of 
health, and the effects of alcoholic drinks, narcotics, and stimulants 
upon the human body. 

(c), (d), and (e) Physics, Chemistry and Botany.—The elementary 
principles of these subjects so far as they may be presented in the 
courses usually devoted to them in good high schools. 

V. DRAWING AND MUSIC, (a) Drawing.— Mechanical and freehand 
drawing, enough to enable the candidate to draw a simple object, like 
a box or a pyramid or a cylinder, with plan and elevation, to scale, 
and to make a freehand sketch of the same iu perspective. Also, any 
one of the three topics, form, color, and arrangement. 

(b) Music.—The principles of musical notation which an instructor 
should know in teaching singing in the schools, with ability to sing, if 
practicable. 

If the work of a good high-school course has been well done the 
candidate should have no difficulty in meeting the requirements of 
the examination in subject matter. 

ORAL   EXAMINATION. 
The candidate will be questioned orally either upon some of the 

foregoing subjects or upon matters of common interest to him and 
the school, at the discretion of the examiners. Any work that the 
candidate has done in connection with any of the groups that are set 
for examination may be offered, such as the following: — 

1. A book of drawing exercises,— such a book as one might prepare 
in following the directions in "An Outline of Lessons in Drawing for 
Ungraded schools," prepared under the direction of the Massachusetts 
Board of Education, or in developing any branch of that scheme. 

2. Any laboratory note-book that is a genuine record of experi- 
ments performed, data gathered or work done. 

3. Any essay or article that presents the nature, successive steps, 
and conclusion of any simple, personally conducted investigation of 
a scientific character. 

4. Any exercise book containing compositions, abstracts, analyses, 
or other written work that involves study in connection with the 
literature requirements of the examination. 

These records should be countersigned by the principal under whom 
the work was done. 

THE SCHOOL YEAR AND TERMS. 
The school year, beginning in September, is divided into two terms 

of twenty weeks each, including a recess of one week near the middle 
of each term, with daily sessions of not less than five hours per day 
for five days in the week. 




