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  MRS. HANNAH FOSTER GOSS, whose portrait is given above, is celebrating 
to-day, in a quiet way, her ninety-first birthday, she having been born in 
Brewster, Feb. 19, 1809.   Her father was Sears Foster and her mother 
Betsey Myrick, both natives of Brewster.   Her early life was spent in 
Brewster, and on Nov. 2, 1826, she married William Whittemore Goss of 
Weston, Vt., who came to Brewster as a school teacher – teaching upon the 
Cape for thirty-six consecutive winters.   Of this union fifteen children were 
born, all but two – Joseph and Elra – reaching maturity, viz.: 
  William Freeman Myrick Goss, now a resident of Santa Barbara, Cal. 
  Hannah Jane, who married Capt. Joshua Atkins of Chatham, both now 
deceased. 
  Lizzie Foster, who married F. O. Burgess of Middleboro.   She died in 
Marlboro in March, 1896. 
  Franklin B. Goss, Senior Editor of the Barnstable Patriot. 
  Walter Scott Goss, a writer and speaker of some note in Marlboro, and 
for a time publisher of the American Workman in Boston. 
  Warren Lee Goss, now of Rutherford, N.J., author of the renowned 
Century War Series, Recollections of a Private, and many other books 
dealing with the stirring times of the Civil War. 
  Mary, married William B. Campbell, the well-known stove and hardware 
dealer in Duxbury. 
  Ellen, widow of Stillman B. Pratt, the well-known newspaper publisher in 
Worcester and Plymouth Counties, now a resident of Marlboro. 
  Annette Louisa, married Ransom D. Pratt of Marlboro, for years of the 
well-known firm, Pratt Brothers, newspaper publishers, now a resident of 
Roxbury. 
  Sears Foster Goss, died in Marlboro in September, 1879, from disease 
contracted in the war, aged 35 years. 
  Arabella Frances, died in Middleboro, November, 1855, aged 11 years. 
  Lillie A., married Caleb Morgan of Syracuse, N.Y.   She was a local writer 
of some note.   She died in Syracuse in September, 1884. 
  Abbie Estella, widow of David S. Hasty, publisher of the Stoughton 
Sentinel, now a resident of Roxbury. 
  Our Civil War was troublous times for Mrs. Goss, she having three sons 
and four sons-in-law in the service, viz.: Warren Lee Goss, Walter S. Goss, 
S. Foster Goss, Capt. Joshua Atkins (who was master of the U.S. Steamship 
S. R. Spaulding), William B. Campbell, F. O. Burgess and Ransom D. Pratt. 
  Her husband died at Barnstable, July 20, 1884, aged 82 years. 
  The earlier part of the married life of Mr. and Mrs. Goss was spent in 
Brewster and Chatham, where all of their children were born.   Later, Mr. 
Goss engaged in the shoe business in Middleboro and resided there until he 
was appointed Keeper of Highland Light, Truro, from which station he 
returned to Middleboro, removing to Barnstable some three years previous 
to his death.   Mrs. Goss makes her home with her son in Barnstable. 



  Mrs. Goss reaches this ninety-first milestone in her life with all her 
mental faculties unimpaired, and with the exception of an occasional attack 
of rheumatism, in tolerable good health.   By personal perusal of the 
newspapers she keeps in close touch with the affairs of the day, and proves 
herself a most entertaining conversationalist on all current topics; while she 
also is most handy with her needle, doing much fine sewing, and as a 
pastime knits many yards of lace during the year, which she takes pleasure 
in presenting to her many friends, who prize it highly.   Altogether Mrs. Goss 
is a most remarkable old lady, and her last years are pleasant years, a 
fitting benediction to an eventful life. 
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