




[Essay Eastham 7A & 7B; another in the series of the foregoing; probably from The 
Harwich Independent, date unknown:] 

EASTHAM AND ORLEANS HISTORICAL PAPERS – NO. 7. 
BY JOSIAH PAINE 

FIRST AND SECOND CHURCH OF EASTHAM. 
MR. PAINE, MR. WEBB AND MR. CHEEVER. 

 Mr. Osborn's removal to the south precinct of Eastham, now Orleans, in 
1719, to have charge of that branch of the old church, as pastor, now to 
worship in the new meeting-house, necessitated action to secure the 
settlement of a pastor in the north precinct to succeed him.   Mr. Isaac 
Pepper was appointed by the town to secure a candidate for the ministry.   
Among those invited was Mr. Thomas Paine, the only son of James Paine, 
Esq., of Barnstable, who was a native of the town.  Mr. Paine was a 
graduate of Harvard, of the class of 1717, and was on a visit to uncles and 
aunts and other relatives in the town.   In his interleaved almanac for the 
year 1719, he speaks of his visit, and regarding an invitation to preach as a 
candidate he says: "March 1, 1718-19.  I preached in Eastham all day."  
"March 2d.  Mr. Pepper being appointed by ye town to look out for a 
minister, invited me to preach here in order to a settlement, but I gave him 
no encouragement."   Mr. Paine settled in Weymouth the same year, where 
he was pastor till 1730, though not formally dismissed till 1734.  Ill health 
was the cause of his leaving the ministry and entering commercial business.  
Mr. Paine "was a man of great talents, learning, industry and piety."  His 
only son, Robert Treat Paine, was an eminent lawyer, and one of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence; and was grandson of Mr. Treat, the 
minister, of whom mention has already been made in these papers. 
 Rev. Thomas Paine died in that part of Braintree called Germantown, at 
his daughter's, Mrs. Abigail Greenleaf's, May 30, 1757, in his 64th year, and 
was buried in Weymouth, his wife having died Oct. 17, 1747.  Mrs. Paine 
was Mr. Treat's youngest daughter.   They were married at Boston, April 21, 
1721. 
 Mr. Benjamin Webb of Braintree, a young man, was invited to preach as 
a candidate soon after Mr. Paine supplied the pulpit, and May 28, 1719, the 
town concurred with the church in giving him a call to the ministerial office 
vacated by Mr. Osborn, who now was pastor of the south church by choice.  
He accepted the call and was ordained some time during the latter part of 
the year.   Mr. Webb continued in the ministry here until his death, which 
happened August 21, 1746, in the 52d year of his age.   He was buried in 
the oldest cemetery in Eastham, where stones mark the spot.  The head 
stone is broken, and that portion which bore the inscription has been gone 
for many years.   The foot stone is in place, and in a good state of 
preservation.   What led to his interment in the oldest burying ground, when 
there was a burial ground near the meeting-house in which he preached, 
cannot be learned.   Mr. Webb was an excellent man.  Mr. Crocker, of the 
first church, for some time his contemporary, it is said, pronounced him to 



have been "the best man and the best minister he ever knew."   He was 
graduated at Harvard College in 1715, when twenty years of age. 
 Mr. Webb married Mehitabel, daughter of Thomas and Mary Williams of 
Taunton.  She was born in 1695.  By her he had children.   The following 
are found recorded: Benjamin, born Nov. 2, 1721; Mary, born June 20, 
1724; and Thomas, born Aug. 2, 1726.  Benjamin became a school-teacher 
and moved from town. 
 The house in which Mr. Webb lived stood near the meeting-house in 
which he preached.   It was built by the town, as was agreed upon at his 
settlement.   He managed to live comfortably form the proceeds of his small 
farm and yearly salary, and to leave at his death an estate valued at nine 
hundred and three pounds and four shillings, old tenor.   He had servants[7]; 
two of them at his death were valued at sixty-five pounds.  He had a library 
appraised at seventy-three pounds, three shillings and six pence.  He 
possessed at the time of his descease, a mare, three cows, a calf, and 
thirteen sheep. 
 Mr. Webb left no record of his ministry, and it is not known the success 
that attended his labors. 
 The successor to Mr. Webb, as pastor of the middle church in Eastham, 
was Rev. Edward Cheever, who was settled in 1751.  He was son of Thomas 
Cheever of Lynn, and was born May 2, 1717.  He graduated at Harvard 
College in 1737.  He was ordained minister of the third parish in Lynn, now 
Saugus, December 5, 1739, but for some reason not know known he 
relinquished his connection in 1747.  He died at Eastham, Aug. 17, 1794, in 
his 78th year, and lies buried in the old cemetery near the site of the 
meeting-house in which he preached, a slate stone, with inscription, 
marking the spot.   He was twice married.  His first wife, Martha, died Feb. 
28, 1783, in her 64th year, and lies buried beside her husband.   His second 
wife was Dorcas Cook of Eastham, to whom he was married by Mr. Bascom, 
June 3, 1788.  By his first wife he had several children.   His son, Joshua, 
died when sixteen years of age, Nov. 24, 1765.  His son, Dr. Samuel 
Cheever, was some years a practicing physician in Eastham.   Mr. Cheever's 
pastorate extended through the stormy period of the Revolutionary conflict.   
He left no record of the church during his connection with it.   That his 
views upon the great question of separation form the mother country were 
in accord with a majority of his townsmen there is not doubt. 

 

                                                 
7  Mr. Paine is down-playing the fact that they were actually slaves; if servants, they would not have a value. 
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