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EASTHAM AND ORLEANS HISTORICAL PAPERS – NO. 8. 
BY JOSIAH PAINE. 

FIRST AND SECOND CHURCH OF EASTHAM. 
REV. PHILANDER SHAW, MR. BABCOCK, 
MR. HARDY AND THEIR SUCCESSORS. 

 The successor of Mr. Cheever was Rev. Philander Shaw.   He was 
ordained Sept. 23, 1795.  He was given ₤200 as an inducement to settle, 
and an annual salary of ₤90.   He was the last settled minister in Eastham.   
He continued in the ministry here till early in the year 1838, when he asked 
for his dismissal.   The important event of his pastorate was the division of 
the ancient town. 
 Mr. Shaw was born in Marshfield, Mass., March 27, 1767.  He was the 
son of Rev. William Shaw, and grandson of Rev. John Shaw of Bridgewater.  
His mother was Lucia, daughter of Rev. Joseph Crocker of Eastham.  He 
was educated at Brown University and Harvard College.  At the former 
institution he spent two years, and at the latter two years.  Among his 
classmates at Harvard were Rev. Mr. Kirkland and Levi Hedge, Esq.  After 
his dismissal from the pastoral charge, in 1838, he occasionally supplied 
the pulpit in his own and neighboring parishes.  He represented Eastham in 
the General Court in 1837 and 1838, and preached the funeral discourse, at 
the invitation of his townsmen, upon the death of President Harrison in 
1841.  "As a preacher his voice was strong and his articulation clear and 
distinct."  It is said "his talents were of high order and discoverable in all his 
performances; but seen to the best advantage on great occasions.  His 
sermons were evangelical, generally practical rather than doctrinal, and rich 
in thought.   His style of writing was clear and vigorous, bearing the mark of 
a scholar."   He died after a short illness, October 10, 1841, aged 72 years.  
Mr. Shaw was twice married.  His first wife was Miss Dorcas Doane, to 
whom he was married by Rev. Jona. Bascom, November 19, 1795.  She died 
of "languishment" at the age of nineteen, July 17, 1797.   For his second 
wife, he married Miss Lucy Crocker of Barnstable, in November, 1798.   She 
was the daughter of Alvan Crocker, and by her he had children:  His eldest 
son, Philander, died when seven weeks old, Jan. 27, 1800; his son, Joseph 
Crocker, fell a victim to the spotted fever, at the age of 13, Feb. 4, 1816; and 
his son, Oaks, died of the same disease, Feb. 24, 1816, aged 9 years. 
 The Congregational Society at the close of Mr. Shaw's pastorate was not 
as large and prosperous as it was when he began his labors forty-one years 
before.   It could not now be said, as had been said, "no individual in town 
but what belongs to the Congregational Society."   The great falling off was 
due to the Methodist Society, which was formed in 1820. 
 The society in 1839 obtained the services of Mr. Daniel H. Babcock, a 
native of Ohio, and a student of theology at Andover.   He was ordained Nov. 



7, 1839.  He remained here but a short period, when he went to West 
Yarmouth, and became pastor of the church there, organized in 1840. 
 Rev. Solomon Hardy, a native of Hollis, N.H., took charge of the society a 
short time after the dismission of Mr. Babcock.   He died while in the 
ministry here in September, 1842.   Mr. Hardy was a graduate of 
Middlebury College in 1824, and had preached in various places.  He came 
to this place from South Wellfleet, where he had preached since January, 
1838.  His death was much lamented by all who knew him. 
 Rev. Enoch Pratt succeeded Mr. Hardy as pastor and continued several 
years.   He was a native of Middleboro, and graduate of Brown University in 
1803.   He settled in the ministry at West Barnstable, having been ordained 
Oct. 28, 1808.  He asked for a dismission as pastor of the West Barnstable 
church in 1835, and removed to Brewster.   In 1836 he supplied the pulpit 
in South Wellfleet, and for several years after supplied pulpits whenever 
occasion required, until he was called to the Eastham church.   While in 
charge here he applied himself to the examination of records and to the 
collection of facts for his history of the ancient town of Eastham, which he 
published in 1844.  He died at Brewter, Feb. 2, 1860, aged 78 years.   He 
was three times married, and left children. 
 Rev. Edward W. Noble supplied the pulpit from November, 1846, to 
December, 1849, when he went to Truro and was there installed pastor Dec. 
26, 1849.   Mr. Noble was born in Williamstown, Mass., in 1811, and was 
graduated at Williams College.   He preached at Truro until 1883, when he 
severed his connection with the Congregational society and removed to 
Cambridge, where he as since died. 
 Between 1850 and 1851, Rev. John H. Wells and Rev. Stephen Bailey 
supplied the pulpit.   Mr. Bailey had been in the ministry at Truro and 
Wellfleet.  He was a native of New Hampshire.   He died at Dorchester, Dec. 
30, 1868. 
 The last pastor of the church was Rev. Ebenezer Chase.   He preached 
from 1851 to 1859.   Mr. Chase had been pastor of the Congregational 
church in West Yarmouth, and had supplied the West Barnstable church. 
 In 1864 the Congregational Society found it impossible to support 
religious worship, sold the meeting-house, and it was removed for secular 
purposes.   Thus this branch of the old Congregational Society of Eastham, 
first led by Webb, has become extinct. 
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