




[Essay – Historic Sites A & B; from The Yarmouth Register, 24 Feb 1894:] 
 

LOCAL HISTORIC SITES. 
 Petitions have been sent to the Legislature of the State, signed by 
influential persons, for the appointment of a suitable commission, for 
examining into the advisability of securing, for the benefit of the public, 
ample open spaces and of preserving spots of picturesque, peculiar or 
historical interest within the limits of the Old Colony, of collecting 
information relating thereto and of reporting thereon in writing to the 
General Court.   There is reason to think that this matter will receive 
favorable action from the Legislature, and there are many and sufficient 
considerations why this should be the case.   The portion of the subject 
relating to the securing of open spaces for the benefit of the public, and 
places of picturesque interest will not now be considered; not because of a 
lack of their importance, for each branch of the subject is worthy of separate 
treatment.  The preservation of such spots of historical interest will here 
claim attention. 
 The events which transpired in Provincetown Harbor, Dec. 11, O.S., 
1620, have been so eloquently and lucidly set forth by the pen of Bancroft 
and the glowing periods of Everett, that the claims that locality for a 
memorial shaft to overlook the harbor which was the scene of these 
immortal events is not a matter of serious argument.  The only question is, 
How shall this work be the most easily and fitly accomplished?  And should 
not the State be a partner in the undertaking? 
 During the 85 days in which the Mayflower was moored in Provincetown 
Harbor the contiguous portion of the Cape was explored by expeditions set 
on foot by the Pilgrim adventurers, and the events of those journeys, with 
the courses and landmarks, are fully set forth in Mourt's Relation.   By a 
careful reading of this engaging narrative, and with the assistance of the 
maps and diagrams appended to Dexter's edition, the journeys of these now 
famous explorers can be without difficulty traced, from the setting out of the 
little band to the "First Encounter" with the hostile Indians – hostile because 
of wrongs and outrages by preceding explorers – off the shores of old 
Eastham.  The precise spot of this first, though happily bloodless, 
engagement has not been precisely defined, and one of the uses of this 
commission would be to decide and mark the approximate spot where this 
first engagement in the "irrepressible conflict" between barbarism and 
civilization took place. 
 These explorations completed, and the Mayflower's company established, 
the expedition to Mattacheese and Manomet, to look up a lost boy, and to 
gather corn in order to avert starvation, would bring to view Iyanough's 
town and other spots illustrative of the Pilgrim story and the Pilgrim 
adventures.  On Manomet River, only seven years after the settlement, was 
established the first outpost for trade with the region contiguous to and 
beyond Buzzard's Bay, and where not many years after, the Dutch governor 



of New Netherlands sent his secretary, an official second only to himself in 
dignity and importance, who was received with the pomp and circumstance 
which used to surround official personages in the olden time, and who, after 
due feting and entertaining, was sent under military escort to Plymouth, 
returning to New Netherlands by the same route.  The site of that old post, 
the frontier of New Plymouth, is distinctly defined by the cellar holes on the 
banks of the river, but the surrounding field has this year been plowed over, 
and in the vicissitudes of titles and ownership, its future condition is 
uncertain.   The State ought to own and preserve this spot, and mark it by 
suitable inscriptions for the guidance of that largely increasing number of 
intelligent people in all parts of the land, who delight in tracing the localities 
rendered famous by the early pioneers of our country. 
 Not far from the old trading post is the site of Judge Sewell's Indian 
meeting-house, which, with its hill slopes covered with Indian graves, an 
intelligent and enthusiastic local antiquarian has recently traced.  Such 
spots as these, so interesting to a large class of tourists, should be 
distinctly, though perhaps inexpensively, marked for their guidance and 
information.  
 If we come down to later days, the birthplace of James Otis and the 
residence of his hardly less illustrious father, in West Barnstable, some 
relics of which are found in the dwelling house standing on the site of the 
Otis mansion, will be found of equal interest to the sites of the birthplaces of 
Washington, Jefferson, Patrick Henry or Daniel Webster, which many in the 
land make long pilgrimages to look upon. 
 In Old Barnstable, there is an ancient structure, now occupied as a 
Baptist church, an old building which was once the county court house, 
which has echoed the eloquence of the younger and elder Otis, Timothy 
Ruggles and other eminent men, and where occurred the first overt act in 
the Revolution, by the obstruction of the proceedings of the Royal Courts by 
the Body of the People, who, to the number of two or three thousand, in 
dead earnest, were assembled together on the green around and in front of 
the old building.  Afterwards a liberty pole adorned the Common and it was 
the soothing centre of Revolutionary agitation.   How many of those who live 
near this spot fully appreciate the importance of the events there enacted a 
hundred or more years ago? 
 A writer in a western city has recorded the, to him, curious and 
somewhat inexplicable fact of an intelligent person from Boston, who 
acknowledged to having lived in that city most of his life, and never having 
gone up Bunker Hill monument, or visited Paul Revere's old North church, 
or seen Lexington or Concord, or even taken a stroll to Dorchester Heights.  
How many residents of Cape Cod are there, who, if they have visited 
Provincetown, have forgotten the visit of the Mayflower and he signing of the 
Social Compact, in their eagerness to settle up a fishing voyage; who never 
looked out to discover the scene of "First Encounter;" who hardly realize 
that Barnstable is so full of glowing Revolutionary reminiscences or of the 
teeming memories which cluster around the region of Monument River" 



 This is not entirely a matter of sentiment.  The enhancement of the 
associations which cluster around these localities not only increases their 
attractiveness to tourists who will visit here, but doubly endear these scenes 
to those to the manner born. 
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