


[Obit – Bray Brothers – undated[21]; no doubt from the Yarmouth Register :] 
YARMOUTHPORT AND YARMOUTH. 

DROWNING OF TWO BROTHERS. 
 The moaning of the waves has seldom sung a sadder song to the people 
of Yarmouth than that of Friday, when they reeled off their terrible force 
upon the long, projecting bar off Yarmouth, which has stranded many an 
incoming craft from a rough experience. 
 The sequel to this story, in the finding of the shattered boat which J. 
Robert Bray and James G. Bray had steered straight from the Plymouth 
shore to its destiny in the foaming deep, has sent a chill of horror to the 
hearts of our citizens.  These two brothers, sons of Charles M. Bray, set out 
on their perilous trip Friday and reached a point to the east of Sandy Neck 
about 3 o'clock in the afternoon.   Capt. S. Robbins, who was suspicious 
that they had undertaken a hazardous voyage in the rough seas, leveled his 
glass to his eye and saw the craft laboring in the heavy seas.  Suddenly it 
disappeared and he feared that the boat had foundered. 
 Hope was revived when a telephone message was received Saturday 
morning from Sandwich, which stated that a boat and two men had been 
seen on the Manomet shore. 
 Close on to the encouraging news came the information that pointed to 
the sad truth.   A hat had been found on the beach at Sandy Neck and later 
a suit case was discovered on the beach.  Further search revealed the 
swaying hulk of the dismasted boat in the channel near the outer bar not 
far distant from Sandy Neck point. 
 The conditions point to the fact that Capt. Robbins was right when he 
imagined the boat foundered by striking in passing over the bar, as the 
forward part of the boat was stove in.  No doubt the waves washed over the 
craft when she struck and enveloped her in an instant. 
 J. Robert Bray was educated in the public schools of this town and later 
entered Dean academy at Franklin.  By his studious traits he became well 
informed on general subjects and has been a teacher of our Grammar 
school, which position he assumed in the fall term.   He was popular and 
efficient in this capacity and as a citizen was greatly beloved for his earnest 
effort in behalf of all public enterprises, which he encouraged and forwarded 
by his vigorous and hearty co-operation at all times.  Rob was a general 
favorite and every task to which he bent his energy felt the force of his well-
directed efforts. 
 James G. Bray was the youngest of three sons.  His character was not as 
fully developed as that of the older brother, though it is safe to say that a 
useful life is cut off by this untimely end.  With schoolmates and young 
associates he was very popular, and in athletics was a leader. 
 The townspeople will mourn as one large family for them, her worthy 
sons, for whom a brilliant future was looked forward to, while the parents 

                                                 
21  This event is recorded in the Barnstable Patriot of Monday, 1 Apr 1901, stating that it took place the previous 
Friday.  This would make the event occurring on 29 March 1901. 



and brother and sisters will feel the shock as coming closer in the home, 
where not time can fill the gap.   Sympathy of the deepest sort can but 
strengthen the high esteem in which the young men were held. 
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