


[Obit – Chester Snow 1 – paper and date not stated; his death is recorded Harwich, 
Friday, 13 Mar 1896, aged 79y, of disease of liver:] 

Death of 
Hon. Chester Snow 

 It is with sadness that we to-day chronicle the death of Hon. Chester 
Snow[23], which took place at his Harwich home Thursday night.   Mr. Snow 
as a man of unusual push and energy, and has been a large factor in every 
progressive movement made in the interests of our County, especially the 
central section, for years.  He was always doing everything in his power for 
the public good. 
 He was early interested in securing for his section more speedy and 
comfortable communication with Boston than was then afforded by the 
stage and railroad line, and the first time we saw him was in the spring of 
1851, when Bartlett & Winsor were running the Globe Hotel in Barnstable, 
one of the proprietors, the late Eben H. Eldredge, having just sailed from 
Boston in the ship Samuel Appleton for California.  Mr. Snow had just 
established a line of coaches between Chatham and Barnstable to run in 
connection with the steamer Naushon then plying between Barnstable, 
Provincetown and Boston.  His coach and four prancing horses were drawn 
up in front of the Globe, and he was seated on the box handling the ribbons.   
This, we afterwards found, was a characteristic of the man.   He never 
entrusted to others that which he could better do himself. 
 When the Railroad extension from Sandwich was being talked up he 
labored to have it continued down the Cape from Yarmouth; but defeated in 
this he did not rest until the Cape Cod Central Railroad – from Yarmouth to 
Orleans – was built and equipped, and we well remember how proud he was 
of the two splendid passenger cars which were first put on that road and 
run through to Boston – the handsomest on the line. 
 And to Mr. Snow as Cape Cod largely indebted for one of the first 
Telegraph Lines – "pea stick line" it was called because of the smallness of 
the poles; but out of it has grown the present almost perfect system. 
 And it was Mr. Snow who first conceived the idea and urged that a 
Normal School should be located upon the Cape, and largely through his 
exertions and influence that it was finally secured.   It was a great 
disappointment to him that it was not located in Harwich, the place of all 
others, in his opinion. 
 It was to his public spirit and enterprise that Harwich is largely indebted 
for its National and Five Cents Savings Banks, for its splendid Exchange 
Theatre building in which our County political rallies are held, and the old 
Cape Cod Exchange which she so many years enjoyed; and Harwich Centre 
is more largely indebted to him for her present prosperity as a village than 
to any other man or group of men.   He was always prompt to grasp and 

                                                 
23  Chester Snow was born in Harwich, 11 Oct 1816, son of Levi Snow & Aseneth Brooks; he married, 22 Apr 1841, 
Susan Lawrence Underwood, daughter of Nathan Underwood & Rebecca Bray. 



direct everything possible Capeward, never forgetting his native village 
which he loved so well. 
 Mr. Snow has not been prominent in the politics of the Cape, although 
he represented the Cape district in the Senate of 1867 and 1868.  Of late 
years he has been identified with the postal telegraph project, having a large 
interest in the Washburn & Moen company of Worcester. 
 In the death of Mr. Snow both the principals of the famous Snow-Alley 
case, which occupied the attention of our Courts so long, have passed away, 
Mr. Alley having died Jan. 19 last. 
 Mr. Snow was aged 78, and leaves a son, Chester Jr., and three 
daughters. 
 The funeral of Mr. Snow occurs at hi slate home to-day at 1.30 P.M.  
Burial private[24]. 

 

                                                 
24  He and his family are buried in Island Pond Cemetery, Harwich Center. 
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