


[Obit – Cyrus K Russell – newspaper and date not known:] 
CYRUS K. RUSSELL. 

Death of an Aged and Esteemed Lowell Resident. 
 The Mail has had to record within the past year the death of many old 
and esteemed residents, and this morning there is added to the deaths the 
name of another old and highly respected resident, Cyrus K. Russell, of 
Lowell, who passed away last night at his home in Merrimack Street.  He 
was descended from a French Norman family as early as 1016.  The English 
representative of this family was John Earl of Bedford, and to him William 
Russell, the first American ancestor, traced his ancestry.   He came from 
England and settled in Cambridge, Mass., about 1640.  From him the line of 
descent runs as follows: 
 Nathaniel, William, Joseph, married Sarah Russell, at Harvard, Mass., 
July 12, 1768.  Reuben, son of Joseph, was born at Littleton, Mass., June 
11, 1773, and died at Billerica Oct. 3, 1854.  He married Nancy Wilson, who 
was born at New Ipswich, N.H., in 1783, and died in Lowell in 1875. 
 Cyrus King Russell was born in New Ipswich, N.H., Aug. 3, 1815, and 
was nearly 84 years of age at the time of his death.  He came to Lowell in 
1829 when 14 years of age.  He first went to work in a grocery store at the 
corner of Hurd and Central Streets, and afterwards began to learn the 
machinist's trade at the Lowell Machine Shop.  But at the age of 17 he met 
with an accident by which he lost his left arm.  This was on the occasion of 
General Jackson's visit to Lowell, June 27, 1832.  As a member of a military 
company, young Russell was assisting in firing a salute when the premature 
discharge of the gun caused the loss of his arm and nearly cost him his life.  
The education which the young man had received at that time had been 
limited to a few terms at the district schools of New Hampshire, but after his 
recovery from his injuries he attended the Edson school of this city, of which 
the late Joshua Merrill was master.  From there he went to the academy at 
New Hampton, N.H., and later on to the Woburn, Mass., Academy, where he 
fitted for college, teaching a part of the time to work his way.  His first 
school was in Tewksbury, Mass., and after that for several years at South 
Dennis, Mass., going from there to the Hopkinton, N.H., Academy. 
 In 1851 he engaged in business with his brother, S. S. Russell, at the 
corner of Merrimack and Suffolk Streets, this city.  Four years later he 
bought out his brother and the late George S. Cheney became his partner.  
This firm continued until April, 1879, and in the following month Mr. 
Russell took his son into the firm, the name becoming C. K. Russell & Son.  
In 1884 he gave up business and retired to private life. 
 Mr. Russell was a life-long republican and had served two terms in the 
legislature, during that time being on the committees on state library and 
education.   He was an attendant of the Worthen Street Baptist Church.  In 
1849 Mr. Russell married Mercy Sears Small of South Dennis, Mass.  Three 
children were the result of the union, the eldest being Mercy Ella, born in 
1851, and who for some time past has been a contributor to the Mail; Cyrus 



William, born in 1853, and Mrs. Chas. M. Erskine, born in 1856.   Mr. 
Russell had a wide circle of friends who will feel deep sympathy for the 
family in their bereavement, though the deceased had reached a ripe and 
honored old age. 

 

       

 

These collections are protected by United States 
and International copyright laws. Personal non- 
commercial use of these materials is allowed.  
Any other use is strictly prohibited without the 
express written permission of the Dennis  
Historical Society. 
 


	Obit - Cyrus K Russell
	TRANSCRIPTION

