


[Obit – Elizabeth K Munsell – newspaper not noted; her date of death was 13 Oct 
1905:] 

HARWICH. 
Death of Mrs. Dr. Munsell. 

 Mrs. Elizabeth K. Munsell, wife of Dr. George N. Munsell, passed away at 
her home in this village Oct. 13th, after a sickness of eighteen days of 
typhoid dysentery, at the age of 70 years and 10 days.  Her invalid husband 
was not at home during her illness, death and funeral.  He was taken over 
to Hyannis at his daughter's, Mrs. Megathlin's, several weeks ago.  He has 
been informed of his loss, but is in too feeble a condition of health to fully 
comprehend the situation. 
 It is very evident that Mrs. Munsell suffered from her long continued 
stain of care and watchfulness of the doctor during his illness of the past 
few years.  Her faithful devotion to him had its effect upon her nervous 
system and vitality, and her life was given as a sacrifice to a loving duty. 
 Mrs. Munsell was born in South Dennis, daughter of the late Miller W. 
and Almira Nickerson.  In 1860 she married Dr. George N. Munsell.  A few 
years of her early married life were spent in Bradford, Me., later she lived 
ten years in West Harwich, then moved to Harwich Centre, which place has 
since been home, and where she was beloved by all.  She was the mother of 
three children – Allie Morris, who died in 1863, Louise Hurlbert, wife of Mr. 
C. W. Megathlin of Hyannis, and Lizzie Thompson, whose home has been 
with her parents, and whose privilege it was to give her mother unremitting 
care in her last sickness.  Besides the husband and two daughters the 
deceased is survived by two sisters and a brother, Mrs. Ephraim Morris of 
Hartford, Vt., Mrs. E. H. Thompson, Lebanon, N.H., Miller T. T. Nickerson of 
South Dennis. 
 Mrs. Munsell was a woman of rare intellectual attainment and public 
spirit.  She had marked executive ability, which she used to good advantage 
in furthering local interests, being frequently at the head of organizations 
whose work was in the line of village improvement.  In all capacities she 
labored with zeal and persistency, allowing no barriers to impede her 
pathway to success.  A good illustration of these characteristics was shown 
during her connection with the F. D. Hammond Women's Relief Corps.  She 
was one of the charter members of the Corps and its first President.  She 
served continuously as President for 12 years, and during that long period 
never missed a meeting.   Although much occupied with these public 
matters she was thoroughly domestic and consecrated to her home, where 
he love held full sway and where unscrupulous devotion to her family 
reveled supreme.  She had a kindly, motherly nature that threw out its 
influence over all with whom she associated, and she was widely esteemed 
for her exemplary virtues.  Her death is a severe loss to this community, and 
considering her usual robust health and the critical condition of the doctor 
for several years, it is a strange dispensation that caused her demise first.  
Much sympathy is felt for the invalid husband and the two daughters. 



 The funeral took place from the house Sunday afternoon week at 2 
o'clock, the service being conducted by Rev. Mr. Ryder of the Congregational 
Church.  A large number of friends were present.  The burial, which 
followed the service, was private, the remains being laid away in the family 
lot in Island Pond Cemetery. 
 There was a massive display of most elegant flowers, surrounding and 
completely covering the casket. – Harwich Independent. 
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