


[Obit – J N Knowles – paper and date not known; hand-written note: "Son of Capt 
Winslow Knowles, and own cousin to Mother.":] 

SUDDEN DEATH OF CAPTAIN KNOWLES 
APOPLEXY WAS THE CAUSE. 

WIDELY KNOWN IN SHIPPING CIRCLES. 
His Romantic Career – Was Trustee of the Merritt Estate. 

[Oakland Branch Office of the "Chronicle," 
950 Broadway, corner Ninth street.] 

 OAKLAND, June 10. – Captain J. N. Knowles, one of Oakland's best-
known citizens, passed away at 2:15 o'clock this afternoon after an illness of 
but a few days.  About 1 o'clock the unfortunate man was stricken with 
apoplexy and sank rapidly, all efforts to revive him proving useless.  Death 
claimed Captain Knowles at the family residence, Fifteenth and Jackson 
streets, where the members of the family were assembled when the end 
came. 
 Last Saturday Captain Knowles started on a trip to Alaska, where, it was 
thought, his health would be much benefited.  He shipped on the steamer 
Jennie, of which he was part owner, but the voyage had scarcely 
commenced when Captain Knowles was taken ill, and orders were issued 
that the boat put back to San Francisco.   Last night the steamer tied up at 
her dock and Captain Knowles was hurriedly conveyed to his home. 
 While the captain's illness was considered serious, it was not thought 
that there was any immediate danger, and death came as a great shock to 
his family and friends. 
 About twenty years ago Captain Knowles settled in this city, having lived 
the greater portion of the time in the old Merritt residence, which he had 
purchased.   He came to this Coast as the agent of several Boston ships, 
and had long been prominent in marine circles.   He was at one time a 
captain on the seas, the last craft which he commanded having been the 
Glory of the Seas.  The ship was built by the famous shipbuilder, Donald 
McKay of Boston, and was distinguished by being the one hundredth which 
the firm had sent out. 
 The career of Captain Knowles as a seafaring man was both romantic 
and remarkable.   At one time, while on a cruise, his ship was lost and he 
was cast upon an island in the South seas.  The calamity came about as the 
result of a defect in the chart.  The captain was in possession of $17,000 in 
treasure at the time, which he managed to take with him to the island. 
 He later left a portion of the crew upon the island and set out in the long 
boat for Pitcairn island, where he buried the $17,000. 
 After his return to the island Captain Knowles engineered the 
construction of a boat, in which the whole party sailed for Samoa.  The men 
were picked up and conveyed to San Francisco, where Captain Knowles 
learned that he had been given up as dead, a portion of his estate having 
been distributed to his heirs. 



 Captain Knowles later interested himself in whaling enterprises, and was 
identified with the Arctic Oil Works for many years.   He is survived by a 
widow and seven children, the latter being Mrs. Harry Gordon, Mrs. H. H. 
Adams, Harry, Mattie, Ruth, Alice and Thomas Knowles.  The deceased was 
trustee of the estate of Dr. Samuel Merritt, one of the largest estates in this 
county.  He was also a director of the Contra Costa Water Company. 
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