


[Obit – John P Knowles 2 – undated clipping, paper not known; hand-written, "Mothers 
own Cousin.":] 

AN OLD WHALING MERCHANT. 
Death of John P. Knowles, 

a Representative New Bedford Citizen. 
  John P. Knowles died Sunday noon at his residence in New Bedford.  He 
had been confined to the house for nearly a year and had been in feeble 
health for a longer time.  Unfavorable symptoms began the night before 
Christmas, and on Christmas afternoon came a decided change for the 
worse.  He became unconscious and continued so till the time of his death.  
His age was 91 years, 2 months and 13 days. 
  John P. Knowles was born in Easton[sic, Eastham], Oct. 14, 1805.  His 
ancestry were prominent in the annals of the town from its earliest settle-
ment, among them being Col. John Knowles, born in 1672, and Col. Willard 
Knowles in 1712.  At the early age of 13 John P. embarked, June 18, 1818, 
as cabin boy in the brig Warren, commanded by his uncle, Winslow 
Knowles, and owned by Seth Knowles of Boston, bound for Bahia, South 
America.  On the return passage the vessel was wrecked on Skiffs Island 
shoals, Marthas Vineyard, Nov. 25, 1818.   
  While off Bermuda, on this voyage, young Knowles had a marvelous 
escape from death.  Falling from aloft, in his descent he barely cleared the 
rail of the vessel and struck the water without injury.  The brig was under 
full sail, a breeze springing up, and he was unable to swim.  His uncle, 
seizing a line, promptly sprang overboard, but failed to reach him, and was 
drawn on board.  Before the vessel could be hove to and a boat lowered he 
was nearly a quarter of a mile away. 
  Mr. Knowles’s coolness and presence of mind enabled him to keep afloat 
until he saw the men descending into the boat, when, completely exhausted, 
unable longer to maintain himself on the surface, and without hope of 
rescue, he bade them good bye, threw up his hands and turning upon his 
back began slowly to sink.  He had nearly lost consciousness when the boat, 
by rare good fortune, happened to pass directly over the spot.  A sailor saw 
him, succeeded in reaching him and drew him into the boat. 
  He met with a second shipwreck on the coast of Chili, near Valparaiso, 
while mate of the ship American Hero, in 1827.  He continued to follow the 
seas in the merchant service for a period of 16 years, during which, for four 
years, he commanded the brigs Algerine and Russian in the European and 
South American trade to the entire satisfaction of their owners. 
  On returning from a successful voyage in 1835, Capt. Knowles visited his 
brother Thomas, who had established himself in New Bedford some years 
before, and was persuaded to give up his sea-faring life and join Thomas in 
his business.  From that time until 1844, the firm name of T. & J. P. 
Knowles, when their cousin, Joseph Knowles, who had been in their employ 
several years, was admitted as partner.  The firm was thereafter known as 
Thomas Knowles & Co.  They engaged extensively in the whale fishery, being 



principal owners at one time of 11 vessels, all of which were repaired, fitted 
and sailed for many voyages under their management.  
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