














[Obit – John P Knowles – not dated, and newspaper not cited:] 
RECENT DEATHS. 

 John P. Knowles died Sunday in New Bedford.  He was born in Eastham 
Oct.14, 1805.  His ancestry were prominent in the annals of the town from 
its earliest settlement, among them being Colonel John Knowles, born in 
1672, and Colonel Willard Knowles in 1712.  At the early age of 13 John P. 
embarked, June 18, 1818, as cabin boy in the brig Warren, commanded by 
his uncle, Winslow Knowles, and owned by Seth Knowles of Boston, bound 
for Bahia, South America.  On the return passage the vessel was wrecked on 
Skiffs Island shoals, Marthas Vineyard, Nov. 25, 1818.  Mr. Knowles had 
two memorable escapes from drowning while engaged on the sea.  He 
continued to follow the sea in the merchant service for a period of 16 years, 
during which, for four years, he commanded the brigs Algerine and Russian 
in the European and South American trade to the entire satisfaction of their 
owners. 
 On returning from a successful voyage in 1835, Capt. Knowles visited his 
brother Thomas, who had established himself in New Beford some years 
before, and was persuaded to give up his sea-faring life and join Thomas in 
his business.  From that time until 1844, the firm name was T. & J. P. 
Knowles, when their cousin, Joseph Knowles, who had been in their employ 
several years, was admitted as partner.  The firm was thereafter known as 
Thomas Knowles & Co.   They engaged extensively in the whale fishery, 
being principal owners at one time of 11 vessels, all of which were repaired, 
fitted and sailed for many voyages under their management.  The firm 
continued in active and successful business for half a century, an din 1880 
John P. Knowles retired. 
 He served the city as member of the council in 1859-60, was one of the 
original stockholders of the Citizens' National bank and was on its board of 
directors at the time of his death. 
 Mr. Knowles married Sept. 5, 1830, Susan Crosby of Orleans, who bore 
him nine children, seven of whom survive.  She died April 1, 1880.  The 
children are Mary A. (married John P. Jenny), John P. Knowles, Jr., Joseph 
C., Daniel M., Henry M., Edward and Caroline M. (married Sylvanus 
Bourne.) 
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