






[1897-xx-xx; obituary of Capt. Joshua Harding; 
probably a Providence newspaper; there are 3 
copies of this in the scrapbook:] 

OBITUARY. 
Capt. Joshua Harding. 

  Capt. Joshua Harding, for 37 years a 
master of vessels hailing from this port, 
and one of the last of the old packet capt-
ains, died at his home, Broadway and 
Battey street, early Friday morning of 
heart disease.  He was in his 72d year, and 
had been retired for the last 15 years, after 
having followed the sea since 1835. 
  Capt. Harding, by early association and 
environment, inherited a love for the sea.  
A son of Thomas and Betsey Harding, he 
was born in Chatham, Mass., Dec. 20, 
1825, one of a family of 10 children, five 
boys and five girls.  His first voyage was 
made when he was 10 years old, and for 
the rest of his life he followed the sea in 
coasting vessels, and later for 15 years as master of one of the Winsor Line 
of steamers between this city and Philadel-phia.  His natural aptitude  
advanced him quickly, and at 19 he was master of his own vessel, the 
schooner Delaware.  It was at this time that he made Providence his home, 
and about three years later, at the age of 22, he married Miss Lois B. 
Crowell of West Dennis, Mass., who died in 1879. 
  Capt. Harding was master of one of the vessels on the packet line 
between this city and Philadelphia, and at one time had an interest in the 
line.  When the Winsor Line of steamers was established in 1866 by J. 
Huntington of Norwalk, Conn., the packets were driven out of the business, 
and Capt. Harding became captain of the steamer Hunter, on the new line.  
For 15 years he remained a captain, having various vessels of the company’s 
fleet, the last one being the Catherine Whiting.  A careful, able seaman, he 
escaped mishap and became very popular. 
  In 1851 he retired from the sea, and during his last years lived a quiet 
life at his home on Broadway.  He was at one time a member of the Odd 
Fellows, but later withdrew, and had no other society affiliations.  About 11 
years ago he married Miss Susan F. B. Whelden of South Dennis, Mass., 
who survives him.  there was no issue to either marriage. 
  A simple, kindly, retiring gentleman, honorable to all, scorning a wrong 
or sordid action, he leaves behind him that best of all inheritances, the 
memory of a well-spent life, in which no man was wronged. 
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