


[1893/4; another obituary for Thatcher Thayer; probably a Providence paper:] 
Rev. Dr. Thatcher Thayer. 

  Rev. Dr. Thatcher Thayer of Newport died at 1 o’clock Saturday morning 
after many years of patient suffering.  His name will long remain upon the 
lips of every true Newporter.  Of late years he had been prominently known 
as the Chaplain of the Newport Artillery, this being the only one of many 
honors conferred upon him which he had found it impossible to relinquish 
in his last years of life.  He had several times endeavored to resign and give 
way to a younger man, who, he thought, could better fill the position, but 
his friends and the members of the company would not listen, and hence 
while he was able he kept up the practice of an annual sermon to within the 
past five or six years.  Since then he found it necessary to write an annual 
address and have it read by another person.  This work he was upon when 
he began to sink rapidly Wednesday, and he finally gave it up never to be 
completed.  Thursday he told some friends that the time was near, and bade 
more than one of them an affectionate good-by.  He continued to sink, and 
passed quietly away Saturday morning. 
  He was born in Boston Dec. 9, 1811.  He received his college education 
at Amherst, where he graduated in 1831, and in 1837 graduated from the 
Andover Theological School.  On the 13th of February, 1839, he was 
ordained to the Christian ministry and installed pastor of the Congregation-
al Church in South Dennis, receiving a call to Newport by the United Con-
gregational Church in June, 1841.  Her served the church, but refused to be 
installed until November of the same year.  Her served the church then for 
over 25 years, when his health failed so that he was obliged to take an 
extended vacation, during which he visited Europe, but only partially 
regained his health, and in 1873 he handed in his resignation, which was 
accepted, but the love of his people was so great that he simply retired from 
the active pastor’s work and has always been considered by them their real 
pastor. 
  He was a most cherished friend and counseller of the clergy in the city at 
all times and was deeply interested in the youth of the city.  Many a young 
man in his early days was given a schooling under him and to him the est-
ablishment of the Rogers High School is greatly due, he being a great friend 
of the donor of the school, which has justly won such a name.  He received 
the honorary title of Doctor of Divinity from the School of New Jersey in 
Princeton in 1857, and in 1860 he was elected a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Brown University.  He served there until failing health a few 
years ago necessitated his withdrawing and has always since his resignation 
from the board been a most profound admirer of that university, though 
graduating from another. 
  He was elected Chaplain of the Newport Artillery in 1867 and last year, it 
being the 25th year of his service, he was presented with a memorial from 
the company.  At the time of the Dorr War he went with the company to 
Providence as their Chaplain.  Col. Barker of the company to-day has in his 



hands a letter of thanks, recently sent by the doctor for the serenade given 
him on the 22d.  The letter as yet has not been read to the company. 
  Strangely enough, though he was such a sufferer for so many years, he 
has retained his intellectual powers to the very end and continued his 
studies through continuous failing health.  His library is probably one of the 
most extensive and best selected private ones in the country on theological, 
historical and literary subjects.  During the latter years of his life he has 
shown the same enthusiasm in keeping it in perfect condition as he did 
earlier in life, when his health was better.  This library, it is not improbable, 
will become the property of Brown University. 
  He leaves a widow, who was a great aid to him in his studies in late 
years, and it is probable that his funeral will be held on Tuesday next. 
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