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[Undated obituary of William Smith; paper not known:] 
A KEARSARGE HERO. 

Burial of William Smith at North Attleboro 
Recalls Famous Sea Fight. 

HE WAS QUARTERMASTER ON BOARD THE VICTOR. 
The Deceased was a Quiet Man and Had Little to Say 

of His Career, but the Records of the Department Pay Him 
a Notable Tribute.  Employed as a Jeweler Until. Recently. 

  William Smith, whose name is emblazoned on the records of the Navy 
Department with the names of other naval heroes of this country, was 
buried at North Attleboro Thursday by his comrades of the Grand Army of 
the Republic.  The deceased, was, according to history, the man who caused 
great rejoicing in the Northern States during the Civil War by the sinking of 
the Confederate commerce-destroyer Alabama. 
  Smith was a quartermaster on the Kearsarge under Capt. John Winslow 
on that memorable Sunday, June 19, 1864, when those vessels fought a 
naval battle to the finish in the English Channel, of Cherbourg, France.  He 
was in command of the pivot gun on the quarter deck of the Kearsarge, and, 
acting under orders of Capt. John Winslow, the commander, made the water 
line of the Alabama his target.  His crew was exposed during the famous 
naval encounter, and it was the bravery and good marksmanship of that 
crew that sent the Confederate ship to the bottom of the Channel. 
  Quartermaster Smith had his orders to fire at the waterline.  His crew, 
standing exposed on the quarterdeck, waited for the contest to open.  It was 
not a long wait. 
  The Kearsarge’s broadside opened and so did that of the Alabama.  All 
the while Quartermaster Smith and his gun crew was making the Alabama’s 
waterline a target. 
  The battle had not been in progress many minutes when Capt. Semmes 
learned that his vessel was making brine through breaks below the water 
line.  Those breaks or holes grew more numerous, and history says that 
Capt. Semmes offered fabulous sums to the crew of his ship that would 
silence the pivot gun on the Kearsarge that was doing the damage. 
  The crews located the gun on the Kearsarge’s quarterdeck, where Smith 
and his handful of men were positioned.  This was the only gun crew on the 
Kearsarge that was wholly exposed. 
  With the regularity of clockwork, Smith aimed and fired the piece, and so 
far as known, every shot went into the Alabama’s hull at the water line. 
  The two vessels made seven circles during the contest, and all the while 
Smith stood at his post pumping shot at the one mark. 
  The Alabama’s crew could not silence the pivot gun, and at the conclu-
sion of the seventh circle the Alabama, now well filled with water, settled 
and sank.  Not one of Smith’s crew was scratched during the engagement, 
although the Alabama’s crew had every inducement to disable the gun and 
those operating it. 
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  It was Smith’s superior marksmanship coupled with bravery of himself 
and crew that put the Alabama where she would do no more harm.  Smith 
was not forgotten when it came time to make up the detailed records of the 
great naval battle of that time. 
  The deceased was a quiet man.  He never had much to say about his 
record.  He let the records of the department tell the story of his work on the 
Kearsarge.  He was a jeweler by trade and worked in North Attleboro.  At the 
same time he was a member of Whiting Post, G.A.R. 
 
  Several months ago he was stricken ill, and his illness resulted in a 
diseased mind.  He had to be cared for at Taunton, and at that institution 
he died. 
  The funeral was held at St. Mary’s Church, Fev. Fr. Burns officiating.  
The Grand Army post attended, and its members bore the remains of the 
hero to their last resting place at St. Mary’s Cemetery, where taps were 
sounded. 
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