


[Clipping 13 – obituary, undated[5] and from The Boston Herald :] 
KILLED CHASING TRAIN IN HIS AUTOMOBILE 

William H. Sears of Dennis Crashes Into Cars on 
Blind Crossing in Fog – Had Missed Train by Three Minutes at 
Hyannis but Thought Motor Car Could Catch It at Barnstable. 

(Special Dispatch to The Herald.) 
  BARNSTABLE, Dec. 1 – Racing his automobile at high speed along the 
highway in an attempt to overtake a train he had lost William H. Sears[6], 48, 
of Dennis, automobile contractor and garage owner, was killed at Lothrop’s 
crossing in collision with the train he was chasing this morning about 6:15.   
William Cash, a young man in his employ, was thrown along the roadbed 
several yards, and severely lacerated and shaken. 
  Mr. Sears and Edward Baxter, his partner in the ownership of a garage 
at Hyannis, had planned to go to Boston on the 6:10 train.   Sears missed it 
by three minutes at Hyannis and started in pursuit, trusting to catch it in 
Barnstable.   The heavy fog that hung over the wet highway obscured the 
view but he put on full speed. 

Train Looms in Sight. 
  Just before reaching Barnstable there is an upgrade, a sharp turn and a 
blind crossing, called Lothrop’s crossing.   At this point he saw the train for 
the first time in his chase, and he jammed the brakes hard. 
  He was too close.   The machine skidded, turned to the left along the ties, 
and while still under considerable headway struck the train between the 
baggage and smoking cars. 
  Mr. Sears was killed instantly.   Cash was thrown out and the machine 
was wrecked. 
  The accident was seen by the engineer, who stopped as quickly as 
possible.   Mr. Baxter was one of the first to alight, and immediately 
recognized the victim. 
  Mr. Sears is survived by his wife, and a son, William, who worked with 
his father in the automobile business. 

 

                                                 
5  The newspaper must be dated 1 December 1914. 
6  He was William H. Sears, b. East Dennis, 27 Jul 1866, s/o Heman Sears & Olive Taylor.  He married, in Dennis, 7 
Mar 1886, Laura A. Smalley (b. East Dennis, 6 Oct 1868; d/o James A. Smalley & Elizabeth F. Sears; d. 23 Mar 
1947), his second cousin.   They were the parents of Harold William Sears, b. 19 May 1886.   All are buried in 
Quivet Cemetery, East Dennis. 
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