




[1856-04-04 – Verse in two columns, on both sides of a blue sheet; second page also 
has a letter:] 
 [Side 1:] 

     1 
Dearest Husband kind and true 
I have searched the papers through 
To see if I could not hear 
One word form my dearest dear 
     2 
It is two weeks ago and more 
Since you left your native shore 
And nought have I heard from you since 
Except that you in Newport went 
     3 
One you was seen still later 
By the Palmetto Capt Baker 
Through the sound you was beating 
While he to Boston was stearing 
     4 
The penny post comes day by day 
Letter for me no he’ll say 
The thought of any thing so bad 
Is enough to make me feel sad 
     5 
These head winds pay no regard 
If they do your speed retard 
I hope you will with patience bear 
Whatever is your lot to Share 
     6 
I dont know as I can say more 
Only we are all well as before 
My only wish is that I may 
Hear the same from you some day 
     7 
I rather expect you will say 
This is rather a curious way 
Of writing letters to you 
You’ll think of something new 
     8 
Dont you think I do very well 
In writing so poetical 
I think you will say it is flat 
But I do not care for that 
     9 
Since I have written the above  



I have heard from you my love 
Nothing gives me so much pleasure 
As to hear from my treasure 
     10 
I did not know what was the matter 
That I did not have a letter 
Till I heard you’d gone up town 
With a Captain Daniel Brown 

 [Side 2:] 
     11 
While you in Newport did lay 
You thought you’d take a survey 
Of the pretty factory girls 
To see if they wore handsome curls 
     12 
Sylvester wrote home so I heard 
I think it quere uppon my word 
That you should go astray so soon 
After our happy honey moon 
     13 
You must take all in good part 
And lay nothing to your heart 
For you know I am joking 
And that is not provoking 
     14 
I a letter from Mary had 
And she said she felt very bad 
That she did not often hear 
What was going on up here 
     15 
So I set down and wrote her 
All the news that I could gather 
In poetry ive done my best 
So I’ll lay down my pen & rest 
     16 
Mrs Ellis is very low 
The same way we must all go 
If we are prepared or not 
We must take what is our lot 

 [Now begins a letter:] 
          West Dennis   Apr the 4th 1856 
Dear Husband 
 For fear you would not make any sense of my poetry I thought I would 
write a line or two in prose.   We are all well at this time     the girls and 
boys are all in bed and I am all alone here by the window writing.    You 



want to know if we miss you at home     I can say yes I do     more and 
more the the [sic] days and weeks seem longer than ever    I hope you 
will not have to wait for freights nor Winds for it is tedious enough to 
have such long passages.    Mary says that Ward[5] is going to court next 
week and after that she is coming up and make a visit.   Homer[?] has 
gone to Portland.   Ben to Norfolk.    Norris to Philadelphia.   We have 
had very cold weather but not much snow     the wind north and west 
about all the time.    dont forget to write.    we send all our love to you 
            [not signed][6] 

 [Interlined:] 
Mr George Patman is married to Mrs Melinda Homer[7], and they moved 
in the old house     what do you think of that     they went after the baby 
today 

 

                                                 
5  The Dennis records record a marriage as follows: m. Dennis, 25 Jan 1855, by J. C. Thacher, Charles Ward (b. 
Chatham, res. Chatham, 32y, Blacksmith, 2nd marr., s/o Benjamin Ward) & Mary L. Baxter (b. & res. Dennis, 22y, 
1st marr., d/o Alpheus Baxter). 
6  It is not possible to identify the author from this meager information, but it is possible it is Susan (Kelley) Chase, 
wife of Samuel Chase 3rd. 
7  DVR-700: m. int. 10 Dec 1851, Mr. George Patman of Bermuda and Elizabeth Covil of Yarmouth.   DVR-1581: 
d. Dennis Port, 29 Jul 1886, George Patman, marr., 62y, Kidney Disease, Laborer, res. Dennis Port, b. Bermuda, 
parents unknown; bur. South Dennis.   DVR-1607: d. Dennis, 17 Mar 1890, Belinda Patmon, wid., 79y 8m 22d; 
Grippe, b. Fairhaven, res. South Dennis, father Joseph Sears b. Brewster, mother Mercie Sears b. Dennis; bur. So. 
Dennis.   Sears Gen. #1618: Belinda Sears, b. Brewster, 23 Jun 1810; d/o Joseph Sears (1776-1843) & Meribah 
Howes (1779-1857); m. int. publ. Yarmouth, 30 Apr 1831, William Homer. 
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