








[1861-03-15 – verse written by Cynthia K. Ryder[8] for Zeno K. Chase[9]:] 
[Page 1:] 

        March the 15 1861 
      1 
When Zeno first to this city came 
It was here he saw my Mary Jane[10] 
Now if you can my Nephew catch 
I really hope it will be A match 
      2 
I do not know how it will be 
As Zeno is going away to sea 
I heard him say where do you live 
I hope his hand to her he will give 
     3 
And if I do this lady take 
I think A happy wife she will make 
She is as pretty as A pink 
I think my hand with her I,ll link 
     4 
And if I do your fancy strike 
You are the one that I should like 
No man shall ever have my hand 
If you my love do now demand 
     5 
As I. A stranger am to you 
I think my love it would prove true 
If you are now what you appear 
I will take you to my arms my Dear 
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     6 
Mary is so full of life 
I think I will take her for my wife 
I know I never shall regret 
That I with her in this city met 
     7 
Her hair it is so neatly laid 
It curls so pretty around her head 
Her radiant beauty it doth shine 
I know that Mary will be mine 

                                                 
8  Cynthia9 Kelley Chase – b. Dennis 28 Feb 1814; d/o Samuel Chase Jr. & Cynthia Kelley; d. New Bedford, of 
consumption, 27 Jan 1873; m. 22 Feb 1836, Benjamin Ryder.   She was an aunt to Zeno Chase. 
9  Zeno10 Kelley Chase was born in Dennis, 11 Feb 1839, s/o Samuel9 Chase 3d & Susan Kelley (d/o Doane Kelley 
& Olive Hall).   He d. in Dennis, of pneumonia, 18 Apr 1901, and is buried on the family plot, Lot 242, in the South 
Dennis Congregational Cemetery.   He m. in Dennis, 13 Jan 1863, by Rev. Davis Lothrop, Martha Williams Baxter 
(b. Dennis 12 Apr 1839; d/o Alpheus Baxter & 1st wife Martha K.; d. Dennis 23 Jan 1909). 
10  Mary Jane Ryder, daughter of Cynthia.   Despite this, Zeno didn’t marry her. 



     8 
She is the one I do adore 
She has my heart I can love no more 
No other man shall have my Dear 
For I with her have come so near 
     9 
Now if you do with me consent 
I hope you never will relent 
I will lead you to the alter right 
And tie our nuptial knot so tight 
     10 
I then will bring your wedding ring 
And arround your finger it will cling 
This is A pledge of love to you 
And my it always prove so true 
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     11 
And now you are my happy bride 
I hope in me your will confide 
And always keep this wedding ring 
Remember. I to you did bring 
     12 
This wedding ring from you I take 
It never shall our friendship break 
My love to you shall prove so true 
When I see this ring I will think of you 
     13 
And now you are my husband Dear  
I hope to me you will adhere 
And always prize me very high 
And keep the dagger out your Eye 
     14 
I have always been so kind and true 
And shall be now I have married you 
But if you scourge your Mary Jane 
I am sure that you will be to blame 
     15 
I can sing so soft and clear 
I know I can your spirits cheer 
Hand in hand we will walk together 
Your love may change but mine can never 
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     16 
But now you – two brothers are 
I do not know I do declare 



Which side that Mary Jane will be 
She must have Zeno or Ebene[11]. 
 
    Composed by Cynthia K. Ryder. 
    By Request of Zeno K. Chase. 
 
[In margin in same hand is a verse:] 
 The wind and storm is blowing on 
 I am very sorry you have gorn 
 The last we heard you strike our glass 
 We hope you all are safe at last 
 
[Below the above is the following, in a different hand:] 
 Oh, Zeno how we have miss,d you 
 This dark and stormy night 
 How glad we would be to greet you 
 If you were in our sight 
 
     Truly yours. 
      Loves best fiend 
      Unto the end 
       Snowdrops. 
        Not 
          Icicle,s 
  
 )Not head has gorn home( 

 

                                                 
11  Zeno’s brother was Ebenezer D. Chase, b. 25 Apr 1841, 2 years younger than Zeno.   Ebenezer D. Chase m. 18 
Jan 1866, Huldah Howes Kelley (b. 15 Aug 1847; d/o Milton Kelley & Abigail H. Doane). 
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