




[1878-05-04 – letter from Capt John Hall to Capt George Engs Thacher, concerning the 
death of his son George Engs Jr.[16]   It is written on both sides of a greenish sheet 
which is the letterhead of the Cape Cod Steamship Company, Ship Dorothy Bradford.   
This is a copy, not an original:] 

             Havana  May 4th 1878 
Capt. Thacher 
  Dear Sir 
   I am very sorry to be the one to write you such news as I feel it was 
my duty to do. 
  Your Son was taken to the Hospital last Monday sick with the Yellow 
Fever. and was not considered dangerious until yesterday     about 9 Oclock 
last night he died 
  I did not know it until this P.M.   it was then to late to do Eny thing 
about preserving his body to send Home     I could do nothing but buy a 
vault. and have him em balmed which cost more than I could pay.    the 
Capt[17] and 2nd Mate are Sick to – so their was no one to do any thing 
except Capt J. Crowell in the Gov J. F. Smith.   he did not know it until I 
told him    there was not time then for him to Change his clothes to go to the 
Funeral.   I felt as though I should be glad if it was my Son for some one to 
see that he was burried decent and I did  so for form –     I saw the poor 
fellow buried and marked his grave so that Capt Thacher can put a more 
suitable one there if he should wish or you should wish to have it done –    it 
seems strange to me that that those missed so much and such a los to their 
families and friends men that use no liquor and free from other vices as I am 
told was the case with him [over page] (I had never met him) should be taken 
and miserable drunken beach combers should spared.   I supose we ought 
to believe that every thing is for the best, but it is very hard to do so.   This 
is the 2nd letter of this kind I have written    the other was to Dennis to the 
friends of a John Duffie[18]     
  Capt Thacher and 2nd Mate they think will get well    I took a Ring he had 
made him self of silver I think and left it at the Ship Chandlers for Capt 
Thacher    if he is not well when I leave I shall take it and leave it at 
Partridge & Baxter for you.   I was going to take a lock of his hair for you but  
finally thought it was not best 
  hoping it will not be my fortune again to write or yours to receive another 
letter like this I remain 
              Respectfully Yours 
               Capt John Hall 
               Schr. George Shepard 

                                                 
16  George Engs Thacher Jr. – b. South Dennis, 9 May 1854; d. Havana, 3 May 1878; he has a gravestone in South 
Dennis Congregational Cemetery on the family lot; he m. (int. 2 June) 1876, Fannie B. Small of Brewster (d/o 
Nathan Small & Rhoda); they had no children. 
17  This is Capt George P. Thatcher, of Schr. J. J. More – see next letter below. 
18  There was a John Durfee b. in Dennis, 28 Jan 1854, s/o James Durfee & wife Bridget, both of whom were born in 
Ireland.  There is no further record of this John, although his parents continued to live on in Dennis for some years. 
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