


[1902-01-xxC – a typed sheet, on onionskin, probably of the same vintage as the 
foregoing item:] 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH NANTUCKET SHOALS. 
 A channel, one and one-half miles wide, over Nantucket Shoals to make 
a straight course from Handkerchief Light Ship, distance eight miles clear of 
the broken parts of Pollock Rip. 
 A breakwater on Bearse’s Shoals three miles long where there is from 
three to nine feet of water, with a lighthouse on the eastern end.   This 
would hold the sand that is constantly washing down towards Monomoy 
Point on the Shoals. 
 A lighthouse on Stone Horse Shoal where there is six feet of water, also a 
lighthouse on the south-western part of Handkerchief Shoal where there is 
nine feet of water. 
 The three lightships, Handkerchief Shoal, Shovelful and Pollock Rip 
could be taken away for all time and a safe channel that could be navigated 
in the worst weather or fog, possible, where now many ships stop and wait 
for fogs to clear with much loss of time.   The present channel is considered 
the most crooked and dangerous place on the Atlantic coast, since 
lightships are liable to be off their station in heavy gales.   It would require 
very little dredging to make plenty of water, as there is quite a good channel 
there now ant the tide running with the channel would keep it clear and 
deepen it.   This channel would same one and three quarter miles going 
over the Shoals.   There has never been anything done to improve the 
Shoals, except placing buoys and lightships as the Shoals have changed. 
             P. Thacher 
              Master  S. S. Indian. 
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