








[1903-04-06 – letter from Charles A. Emery to Blanche Thacher; this mailed from 
Russia; stamped envelope, with Russian stamps, addressed “Miss. Louise. and Blanche 
Thacher, Care Capt. Peleg Thacher, Central Wharf, Boston, U.S. America, Mass. Via 
Moscow.”; postmark in Cyrillic alphabet; also stamped Boston 19 May 1903:] 

            Habarofsk[27]   April 6” 1903 
My Dear little friend Blanche 
 Your very interesting letter was received, Enclosed in one from your 
grandma.   You are very nice to write me way off here in Siberia.   You write 
that your father wants to pull out your grand mas teeth.   He will have to 
catch her when she is asleep, and pull quick.   I see lots of little girls in our 
Store every day, but I donot see any I like.   Of cours very few are aquainted 
with me, and as I donot go to their homes, they donot know me. 
 They have very nice Schools here.   Many children come here from other 
towns, and take courses.   The parents have to pay for their Childrens 
Schooling in this country.   I think the English language isnot taught here 
in Siberia.   All male children wear a uniform according to [over page] their 
grade.   It has been Snowing today, and the streets are very muddy now.   
The Snow flakes was very large. 
 It will be a month more before the Ice on the Amoor[28] will break up.   It 
is a big holiday here today.   It is called Blagovashensk day.   The Russian 
people donot care to work, and the say goes that even the little birds donot 
build their nests on this day.   It is a Bible or Church holiday    In Russia 
there is about fifty holidays in a year, and counting Sunday making over 
one hundred days for the poor people to be idle on.   Easter commences on 
the 19th of April, and then there is a whole week of holidays.   All of the bells 
are rung from 8 oclock morning, to 4 in the afternoon, all through this week    
Thanking you for writing me and hoping I may see you again in a year from 
now.   Love to all of you, and a kiss. 
            Your friend 
             Capt Emery. 

 

                                                 
27  This is the modern Khabarovsk, on the Amur River, north and east of Vladivostok. 
28  Amur River. 
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