






[1868-10-31; letter, Mary B. Homer to Lydia (Mrs. James S.) Howes; stamped envelope, 
postmarked “Jersey City, N.J., Oct 31 186?” to East Dennis.   No date on letter, only 
“Saturday morn”, and postmark says clearly “Oct 31” but year is smudged.  31 Oct is on 
a Saturday in the years 1857, 1863, 1868, 1874, 1885.   Of these the year is likely 
1868:] 

             
 Bright & Early –  
             
 Saturday morn 
My dear Friend Mrs Howes 
  I grasp at this opportunity and everlasting big sheet of paper to say 
to you with many thanks that I received in due time your kind letter to me, 
and although want of time coupled with inability precludes the possibility of 
my giving you a paragon epistle.   Nevertheless I shall take much pleasure in 
writing a few lines by way of reciprocating your kind favor to me.   I was 
right glad to hear of your health and prosperity, as well as of my own little 
family.   for myself I can say that I am having a No 1 time, enjoying every 
moment as it passes, doubly I may say, in consequence of hearing from 
home frequently, as all being well and happy.   Your favorable account of my 
own dear one has led me to make up my mind to bring him what you 
proposed.   the probability is he will divide with you    It would be impossible 
for me to give you anything like a description of what I have seen since I 
have been here, that is through the medium of pen and paper, but I will just 
say that we have witnessed the performance of the great [over page] 
American Tragedian E. Forrest in Shakespeare as King Lear.   ‘twas a most 
gorgeous spectacle – such a splendid display of dress, and talent combined – 
caused the demonstration to be of the most imposing order.   Last evening 
we went to Winter Garden to see Charlotte Cushman – as Queen Catharine 
– and truly she was every inch the Queen she represented.   but I will not go 
on to particularize lest I might weary your patience; suffice it to say that we 
are off every night – on a time – (a kind of pious spree you know) 
  Tuesday we went out to Central Park, and a lovely place it is by 
nature, and rendered almost enchanting by art.   tomorrow we go to Staten 
Island and if you and Mr Howes were here with that fast horse (so famed at 
Convention time) we would run races on a wager – as that is an amusement 
of which I am very fond.   by the way I am glad that the Convention does not 
come off untill next month 
  I thought to have left for home last night but the wind blew so 
roughly that the boys were unwilling to let me come.   probably Sat will 
bring me to your quiet village (what a transfer)   I handed your letter over to 
the boys who were glad to hear from you and desire to be remembered to & 
by you kindly    Will you do me the favor to give my kind regards and love to 
your family, Mr & Mrs S. T. Howes, although I am far from you, yet you all 
occupy a place in my thoughts    So now as I cant afford but a half sheet of 
paper I shall be nescessitated to close this by subscribing myself yours 



             
 in love and truth 
             
  Mary E. Homer 
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