




[1869-11-11A; letter from Mary (Lincoln) Howes to sister-in-law Lydia (wife of James 
Sturgis Howes); written in pencil, and badly faded; no envelope:] 

the poplin came to $1.43 
            
 So Boston   Nov 11th 1869 
My Dear Sister. 
  I have been in town twice to try to match the goods and this was 
the best I could do, it being the only piece of the shade or any where near to 
it.   it was all either lighter or darker, and the quality is not near as good.   
the shades all come a little differently this season.   I have not decided yet 
whether I shall go back in the Scudder or not; it seems hard for me to do as 
Father and the girls want me to stop very much, and I know that Allison 
meets me out there, so I dont know what to do.   I have written to him out to 
Pinecreek and I may have a letter from him to tell me what to do.   I looked 
for a letter this week but have not got any.   we had one last week and the 
week before.   he did [over page] not say but he was well when he wrote 
then, and thought he could be there three weeks longer, dated the 24 of Oct, 
but did not know where he should go then.   Do you know where [faded] of 
the Office that Allison life insurance?   as I want to get a copy of it for him    
I suppose that Sally has the policy.   They are waiting to take this in town so 
must hurry up.   I send this by express.   Please to write me often. 
            
 in haste your loving sister 
             
  Mary 
The Scudder is coming round to Boston.   look for her tomorrow.   she will 
proberly get away some time the last of next week.   with love to all 
            
 in haste 
             
  Mary. 
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