






[1871-07-20; letter from daughter Lydia to parents; envelope, stamp cut off, 
postmarked “Omaha, Neb., Jul 22”, to “Mrs James S. Howes, East Dennis”:] 

            
 Omaha July 20th 
My Dear Father & Mother. 
  I received your letter yesterday.   you must not worry about me I 
shall do first rate.   I feel pretty well as long as I don’t do anything, but find I 
soon get tired.   I don’t do much and think I must soon get my strength 
again    will take that medicine when it gets here.   guess it will not hurt me 
if it does me no good.   Charlie wrote Father first of the week.   Uncle Prince 
sent them a copy of Grandpa’s will also a document for them to sign saying 
that they thought the will was all right and wouldn’t contest it &c and he 
would like for one of them to be there when the will was proved so Thomas 
is going    will start some time next week I [over page] think.   I don’t know 
but Charlie wrote that there was a codicil to the will that said that a note 
that he held against their father for $3000. that was out-lawed should go as 
a part of their portion, if it means with interest    I guess it will take about 
all that will come to them for it has been running about 15 years.   Thomas 
asked Brennie last night if he wanted to go with him and he said yes!   
Charlie asked him if he would come back with him, he says I don’t know, 
perhaps.   said he would rather stay there    he could have more for 
Grandpa had got so many things, a little really pitchfork and he could feed 
the horses and oh do lots of things and when he comes back I want you 
Mother to come with him.   it will be a pleasant time of year for we do not 
have any hot weather to speak of after [next page] July.   and it will be a 
good chance  for you to come and have company.   you must not wait too 
long for every thing to be favorable    if Father is well I don’t see why you 
can’t come now as well as any time.   Brennie says oh do tell her to come, 
and you must if you can.   I will send Brennies picture and Aunt Lydia’s hair 
by Thomas.   the picture is not very good but I will have a better one some 
time.   will inquire about hair the first time I go in town.   We are going over 
to Amelia’s to tea tonight    she is going to have some company I don’t 
[know] who.   I have got that skirt done I wrote Eliza about    it looks real 
pretty.   I don’t need the polonaise pattern.   they are worn very much here 
but I don’t need one.   think they are very pretty.   Ever since Sunday [over 
page] it has been nice and cool But it was a scorcher that day I can tell you.   
Brennie says tell Grandpa all right, he’ll send Curly.   Hoping you are all 
well    good bye    love to all. 
             
 your loving daughter 
             
  Lydia 
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