










[1876-05-05; letter from Calvin Crowell to James C. Howes; on letterhead, “Calvin S. 
Crowell & Co., Commission Merchants in Codfish, Mackerel, Salmon, Fish Oil, Coal, &c., 
No. 124 North Wharves, Philadelphia”:] 

            
 May 5th 1876. 
Mr James S  Howes 
  Dr Sir 
Yr [---] at hand noticed.   As regards the administrator of Wid Sally W 
Howes.   I told Abraham when he was here that I prefered not to act as he 
was so far away & with the press of business I prefered that he would act 
without me, & he will take out letters in Dubuque, & after the proved her 
will there he will file a copy here then the safe can be opened & the 
securities be seen & handed over to the proper persons appointed to receive 
them [over page] but until this is done, nothing can be moved as Mrs Howes 
rented a safe in the Safe Deposit Co here, & I only acted as her Atty. & at 
her death[1] my power ceased.   Some of her papers also Evelyn & those 
belonging to the Estate of Anthony Howes are in their Box together.   
Abraham when here said that he was going to write you, & I supposed he 
did.   I think Abraham said that he could not prove Mrs Howes will until the 
September term of the Court at Dubuque.   As the will is to be proved there 
nothing Can be done here until that time, on a/c of getting the necessary 
papers to proceed with.   I received a letter fm Wm F Howes requesting a 
copy [next sheet, also on letterhead] of Anthonys Will which I have sent him & 
I will also encls you one.   You will perceive that his property all reverts back 
to his Father, & then to his Fathers heirs & I should suppose all will Come 
in for an equal share (As they are all of one Father As I understand it, is this 
Correct?) in which case it will go according to Massachusetts law.   But it 
will be nessary to have an administrator appointed here to administer on 
the property here.   As regards the Inventry of A H Estate you will [over page] 
perceive by the Will that Mrs Howes had the means and as much of the 
principal as she needed, and as she used a portion of the principal there is 
not as much left as when A. H. died.   But some of the securities are now 
the same as at his death.   I can obtain a list of the securities in the Box & 
can give them at some future time.   But wheather Mrs. Howes papers or 
Books will show anything further I Cannot say as I have not seen them & I 
presume that there would be some transaction to settle between the two 
Estates.   At the proper time it will be necessary that all the [next page, also 
on letterhead] heirs to the Estate prove their Claim to the same.   I will try 
and give you any information in my possession. 
             
 I am yrs ty 

                                                
1  Sally Winslow (Sears) Howes died in Shreveport, LA, 10 Apr 1876, of “Typoid Peumonia”.  She was the daughter 
of Nathan Sears & wife Sally of Brewster, and was born there 12 May 1824.   She is buried with her husband, 
Anthony Howes, in Dennis Village Cemetery. 



             
  Calvin S  Crowell 
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